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THE LOED JESUS. 



THE HEIR OF ALL THINGS. 

"THIS IS THE HBIR." — MoU, xxi. 38. 

"GOD, WHO AT SUNDRY TIMES AND IN DIVERS MANNERS SPAKK 
IN TIME PAST UNTO THE FATHERS BY THE PROPHETS, HATH 
IN THESE LAST DAYS SPOKEN UNTO US BY HIS SON, WHOM 
HE HATH APPOINTED HEIR OF ALL THINGS." — Heb, i. 1, 2. 

In the first of these passages, the husbandmen to whom the 
vineyard was let out are represented as recognising the 
Son of the Proprietor, and conspiring to kill him. "This 
is the heir," they say among themselves ; " come, let us kill 
him, and let us seize on his inheritance." The second is 
part of the opening paragraph of the invaluable Letter to 
the Hebrews, in which our Lord is described as Prophet, 
King, and Priest. He hath "spoken " unto us ; He is 
appointed " Heir " of all things ; and by himself He hath 

^% B 



2 THE BOYAL BIGHTS Or THE LOBD JESUS. 

"purged ov/r sma" The supremacy of the Son ia rela- 
tion to each of these offices is placed beyond doubt. He 
has no equal among created intelligences; for He is 
"the brightness of the Father's glory, and the express 
image of His person ; " and to Him the Father saith, 
" Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever ; a sceptre of 
righteousness is the sceptre of Thy kingdom." 

" Heib of aU things /" What a marvellous posses- 
sion is this! Surely He of whom this sublime thing 
is declared sustains a relation to God which no being 
in the highest ranks of creation can claim ; but, at 
the same time, through His rich grace and infinite 
compassion, He sustains a relation to us which gives 
us the very deepest interest in all that He is, and all 
that He has, in all that He has done or yet may do, and 
invests the question whether He has come into posses- 
sion of the whole of His inheritance with the greatest 
importMice. 

To that question it is obviously necessary to give 
close attention, for it lies at the threshold of all clear 
and consistent views of revelation. By the will of the 
Father, the Son is " appointed," or constituted, heir ; 
that is to say. Lord or proprietor of all things, the heir 
being "Lord of all." (a) In Peter's address to Cornelius, 
he calls Jesus " Lord of all ;" (b) and our first inquiry, 
therefore, must be, what do the expressions "heir of 
all things " and " Lord of all " include 1 What things, 
places, beings, are embraced by these broad phrases 1 
We must, secondly y ask if there are any reasons given in 

(a) GaL iv. 1. (b) Acts x. 36. 
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Scripture why such apparently boundless supremacy 
should be assigned to the Lord Jesus 1 And, thirdly^ 
whether, as a matter of fact, the Heir of all things 
has come into actual possession of His inheritance, and 
is wielding the authority which possession involves ? 

The Lord Jesus is the Son of David, a lineal descendant, 
according to the flesh, of that great monarch; and, 
therefore, heir to the throne of Judsea. This is proved 
by two genealogical tables, found in the New Testament ; 
by the promise of the Angel to Mary ; by the question 
of the Magi, when they came to Jerusalem ; by many 
passages, both in the Evangelists and Epistles; by the 
necessities of Old Testament prophecy ; by the accusation 
inscribed on the cross; and by the plain words of our 
Lord himself. 

"The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of David," are the opening words of Matthew's QospeL 
Luke traces the relationship by a different process, but 
arrives at the same result. "He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne of His father 
David," said the Angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary. 
" Where is he that is bom king of the Jews ? " asked the 
travellers from the East. " Son of David, have mercy 
on us ! " cried the blind men. " Have mercy on me,' O 
Lord, thou Son of David ! " was the vehement petition of 
the woman of Canaan. " Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me I^^was the prayer of poor Bartimseus. 

Were these suppliants wrong in applying this royal 
designation to the Lord Jesus ? No ; for He accepted it 
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and granted their requests. On one occasion, a poor 
creature, blind and dumb, and possessed with a demon, 
was brought before Him, and He healed him so perfectly 
that the man '^ both spake and saw." The astonished spec- 
tators of this deed of mercy said, " Is not this the Son of 
David 1 " This must be Messiah the Prince for whom we 
are looking. On His entry into the metropolis, "the 
multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, 
saying, Hosanna to the Son of David : Blessed is He 
that Cometh in the name of the Lord ; Hosanna in the 
highest." These extraordinary shouts of joy, and this 
equally extraordinary procession, excited the entire city, 
and the question on every lip was, " Who is this V* The 
temple echoed the voices of the children as they sang, 
" Hosanna to the Son of David ! " The angry priests and 
scribes asked Him if He really " heard " this, if He could 
possibly allow himself to be greeted as the son and heir 
of their celebrated monarch. " Yea," said he, refening 
them to one of that monarch's prophetic psalms ; " have 
ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praLse 1" On another occasion. He 
asked the Pharisees, " .What think ye of the Christ 1 
Whose son is he?" As this was a matter about which 
there could not be two opinions, they at once replied, 
" The Son of David." Paul begins his Epistle to the 
Romans by stating that he was separated unto the Gospel 
of God, "concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who was made of thd seed of David according to the 
flesh." Writing to Timothy, he also uses the words, 
" Jesus Christ of the seed of David." Of the necessities 
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of Old Testament prophecy, abundant- proof will be 
furnislied in the course of these lectures, so that a mere 
allusion to it is sufficient here. The inscription on the 
cross proclaimed in the three great languages of the then 
world, " This is Jesus op Nazareth the Kino op the 
Jews." And, finally, in the Apocalypse we find One who is 
" worthy to open " the mysterious book ; and He is none 
other than the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Eoot of 
David, who subsequently says of himself, " I am the root 
and the offspiing of David, the bright and morning 
star." 

Now, this cluster of evidence proves, beyond contro- 
versy, that Jesus is Heir to the throne of David ; that He 
is King of Israel and Judah by right of descent,— proved 
by public documents, — from that illustrious prince. The 
throne and land of Israel, therefore, are among the 
" things " of which our Lord is Heir in right, and by 
appointment of the Father, and all the people of Israel 
owe Him full and hearty allegiance. 

The Lord Jesus is tJie Son of Jbraham, Here the 
field of vision widens enormously in respect to Christ's 
inheritance. " By myself have I sworn," — said the Lord 
to Abraham on a never-to-be-forgotten occasion, when the 
faith of this gteat saint was tested to the very utmost 
and found victorious, — " for because thou hast done this 
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son : 
that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I 
will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as 
the sand which is upon the sea-shore; and thy seed 
shall possess the gate of his enemies ; and in thy seed 
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shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; because thou 
hast obeyed my voice." (a) 

It will be recollected that this wonderful promise, con- 
firmed by oath, was made centuries before the giving of 
the Law ; and, therefore, no law subsequently given can 
affect it. ^^ For the promise that he should be the heir of 
the world," says the Apostle Paul, " was not to Abraham 
or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteous- 
ness of faith." (b) Now Christ is the seed of Abraham. 
" For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels, but 
He took on Him the seed of Abraham." (c) What results 
from this ? " Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made. He saith not^ And to seeds, as of many ; 
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ And 
this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before 
of God in Chnst, the law, which was four hundred and 
thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make 
the promise of none effect. . . . And if ye be Christ's, 
then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise." (d) Thus, then, our Lord as the seed of Abra- 
ham is not only Heir, but the blessed guarantee that 
Abraham and his seed shall also have inheritance accord- 
ing to promise. Our inheritance, as believers, absolutely 
rests upon the fact that Jesus is Heir. Disprove that 
fact, and not a shred of title remains to any follower 
of the Lord Jesus. 

The Loixi Jesus is the Son of Man, This was His 
favourite name when He sojourned upon earth, the desig- 

(a) Gen. zxii. 16~ia (b) Rom. iv. 13. 

(c) Heb. ii. 16. (d) Gal. iii 16, 17, 29. 
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nation by which He was pleased habitually to refer to 
himself. But, like all His names or designations, it is full 
of significance, containing in itself a body of momentous 
doctrine. He is the second Man, the second Adam, the 
true Sovereign of humanity, embracing all its tribes, and 
all its territories — east, west, north, and south. Here 
our view of the inheritance of which our Lord is appointed 
Heir must be still further widened. " The earth is the 
Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that 
dwell therein." (a) The hand of the first Adam was too 
feeble to hold the sceptre of universal sovereignty ; but 
the Father has constituted the second Adam heir of all 
things, and the magnificent empire in all its regions is 
destined to enjoy His benignant rule, and to bask in the 
sunshine of His blessed government. " I have sworn by 
myself," says God by the prophet Isaiah, " the word is 
gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not 
return. That imto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear." (b) And Paul, having stated that Christ 
" humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross," adds, " Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is 
above every name ; that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth ; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father." (c) 

It is manifest, therefore, that the universal recognition 

(a) Psa. zziv. 1. (b) Isa. zlv. 23. 

(c) PhiL ii 8—11. 
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of Jesus, as the Divinely appointed Sovereign of all 
intelligent creatui-es, has been determined upon by Him 
whose word shall not return to Him void. Not the least 
wonderful part of this unchangeable decree is the exalta- 
tion of humanity in the person of the Son of Man, which it 
so manifestly and purposely involves. Man fell from a state 
of innocence and purity over which imagination hangs a 
halo in the far dim past ; and poetry has constructed sublime 
things out of the brief glimpse of the Edenic state which 
we catch across the ages ; but the rising again in the Son 
of Man, the heavenly Adam, is to a state of super-angelic 
eminence ; for " Jesus Christ is gone into heaven, and is 
on the right hand of ^ God ; angels, and authorities, and 
powers being made subject unto Him." (a) That the 
world has gained so immensely by its loss, is of course 
entirely owing to the character of the glorious Being with 
whom it has to do. Had He been other or less than He 
is, we can conceive of nothing but remediless disaster; 
but as He is the All-Perfect, whose thoughts are above 
our thoughts, grace lays hold of the otherwise helpless 
condition of things, and gives the fruits of its achieve- 
ment to the bankrupt and helpless. The deposition of 
the first man from a sovereignty which he forfeited, 
instead of leaving humanity in hopeless ruin, but pre- 
pared the way for the introduction of the Second Man, 
with a glory which excelleth ; and when the Father 
" bringeth in the first begotten into the world. He saith. 
And let all the angels of God worship Him." (b) Here, 

(a) 1 Pet. iii. 22. (b) Heb. I 6. 
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indeed, is a marvellous step in advance ; here is the Heir 
of all things in the person of " the Son of Man." 

Christ is the Son of God. The bare statement of this 
sacred &ct suggests at once that, in constituting Him 
Heir of all things, the father has conserved the highest 
interests of the universe. Every loyal being, whether in 
heaven, or on earth, can repose with perfect confidence in 
the wisdom and goodness of the rule of Him who was in 
the beginning with God and was God. (a) His adminis- 
tration of the affairs of His vast empire must be perfec- 
tion. In the hands of perfect man the sceptre were a 
glory ; in the hands of Emmanuel, ** God with us," it is a 
glory that excelleth, with the superadded certainty of 
continuance through the ages of ages, until all enemies 
shall be put beneath His feet, and the inconceivably blessed 
age arrive, the Divine era of the universe, when " God 
shall be all in all." 

Meantime, however, we are to remember, that it is not 
simply because He is His Son that God has appointed 
Him Heir of all things. His relation to us, and what 
He should do and be in connection with the human 
&mily, so to speak, determined His election to the throne 
of universal dominion. He hath rendered service to the 
universe and to the Father which no honours can over- 
pay. He hath won His way from the village of Nazareth 
to a seat on the throne of Gk>d, where He waits, in glory 
with the Father, until His own throne be ready for Him, 
and the time for glorifying His followers shall have arrived. 

We have, therefore, to inquire, secondly, what reasons 
(a; John i 1. 
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are given in Scripture why such supremacy is assigned 
to the Lord Jesus ? The relationships He sustains to 
David, to Abraham, to man, and to Gk)d, are clearly parts 
of some infinitely wise and comprehensive arrangement, 
contemplating an end every way worthy of the wisdom 
and love of the Godhead ; and with equal clearness they 
prove that He has the title to the inheritance in each of 
the four cases : the legal title, chronologically proven, to 
the throne of David; the gracwua title, as the seed of 
Abraham in whom the promises were lodged; the 
human title, as the Son of Man, the true Adam ; and the 
Divine title, as the eternal Son of God. It is certainly a 
wonderful thing that all these relationships should centre 
in one and the same person, should meet upon the 
same individual, and that in each case the title should be 
so imequivocally clear. This must be the result of Divine 
arrangement ; for everything about it is so unique that 
what men call chance can have no place here. The great 
question before ils has two sides, one Divine and the other 
human, and we must take up each of these alternately 
as it comes before us. The central Being of the universe, 
the Heir of all things, has to do with heaven and earth, 
with God and man. "We must, therefore, if we would 
see this subject at all clearly, view Him both from 
heaven and earth. We have seen that His titles to the 
inheritance are complete. But this is not enough. As a 
foundation for the magnificent edifice that is to rest upon 
it, it is absolutely perfect ; but in this case, comprehend- 
ing such amazing issues, and involving so many interests, 
— ^legal, moral, gracious, spiritual, Divine, and eternal, — 
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there must be qiudificcUion as well as title, merit as well as 
relationship. 

He of whom we speak is Heir of David, Seed of Abraham, 
Son of man, and Son of Grod ; but He must be severely 
tested, proved by the keenest heat of the furnace, to see if 
He be found worthy. He must have a work given Him to 
do, a baptism of unprecedented sorrow through which to 
go, a burden of unutterable weight to bear ; and He must 
do the work, endure the baptism, and bear the burden, 
although it crush Him to the grave. He must be fiilly 
acquitted by the law under which He places himself. 
He must gain the united verdict of men, angels, and 
demons to the perfection of His character, and the 
verdict of God both to the perfection of His character 
and the completion of His work. Never, never was 
there before, and never can there be again, such a series of 
extraordinary circumstances in the life of any being. It 
stands alone in history, in its heights and depths, in its 
moral sublimity, unspeakable beauty, and wondrous 
human tenderness ; in its loyalty to God and love to man ; 
and in its opposition to sin and compassion to the sinner. 
Detach this life of Jesus from its manifold relationships 
to heaven and earth, and you come upon the most inex- 
plicable and astounding mystery that ever was brought 
before the finite mind. Deny that the unexampled 
experience of the Man of Nazareth had respect to the 
profoundest legislative wisdom of heaven, and the wants 
and woes and futuw of the human race, and you leave 
us gazing in blank and speechless astonishment. Take it^ 
however, as the working out of an eternal problem, the 
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solution of which should bring reconciliation to Qod out 
of apostasy, holiness out of sin, life out of death, song 
out of sorrow, and immortalitj out of the grave, and you 
reach a conclusion which sheds a flood of ineffable glory 
upon the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, and leads 
you to cry with one voice respecting the Saviour, " He is 
worthy ! " 

We come, then, to notice some of the points which 
prove that there is qualification as well as title, merit as 
well as relationship. 

There is voluntary condescension. "Being in the 
form of God, He thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God : but made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men : and being found in fashion as a 
man. He humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross." (a) " It is written 
of the Son of man, that He must suffer many things, and 
be set at nought." (b) " Ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Chiist, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes 
He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be 
rich." (c) "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nests ; but the Son of man hath not whei*e to 
lay His head." (d) Notice the remarkable connection in 
which the following words of the Heir of all things are 
found : " Jesus knowing that the Father had given all 
things into His hands, and that He was come from God, 
and went to God ; He riseth from supper, and" — did what ? 

(a) PhiL 11 6-a (b) Mark ix. 12. (c) 2 Cor. viii 9. 

(d) Matt viii. 20. 
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— " laid aside His garments ; and took a towel, and girded 
himself. After that He poureth water into a bason, and 
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with 
the towel wherewith He was girded," (a) Here the con- 
sciousness that the Father had given all things into 
His hands, and the washing the feet of the poor men 
whom He had chosen as His companions and special 
friends, are linked together in the evangelical story for all 
time. But further quotation in proof of His voluntary 
condescension is not required. His whole life on earth 
illustrates the point. From the time that He took our 
nature into union with His own, to the time when He 
expired upon the shameful cross between two wretched 
thieves, it was one long and wonderful condescension. 
Once only during His life of lowliness are its usual 
associations suspended for a moment that we may get a 
glimpse of His glory and of the visible splendour of His 
coming kingdom, on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

His patient endurance of wrong, *• When He was 
reviled, He reviled not again; when He suffered. He 
threatened not ', but committed himself to Him that 
judgeth righteously." (b) " He was oppressed, and He was 
afficted, yet He opened not His mouth ; He is brought 
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth." (c) 
The terrible mockery, cruelty, and insult to which He 
was subjected before the Jewish high priest and the 
Boman magistrate, during the awful liours that preceded 
(a) John xiii. 3—5. (b) 1 Pet ii. 23. 

(c) Isa. liii. 7. 
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the crucifixion, stand on the record ; but on the paxt of 
the holy Sufferer there is no murmuring ; no threat of 
vengeance ; no terrifying of His inhuman tormentors by 
the voice that stilled the tempest and called Lazarus from 
the dead ; and no gesture of impatience at the barbarity 
of the Roman soldiers as they made sport of their victim 
by crushing a crown of thorns on His head. It is alto- 
gether wonderful, altogether a thing by itself; a lesson 
in patience, meekness, and endurance which the world 
has looked upon without understanding, and which the 
Church has failed to appreciate at its true value, but 
which the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has 
estimated and rewarded, or purposes to reward, as He 
only can. For in this voluntary condescension and this 
patient endurance of wrong, a character is revealed which 
sheds glory upon history, and merits the admiration of 
the universe. Has not this Man the qualification and 
the merit which perfectly accord with His fourfold title 
to the inheritance ? He has. But the argument is not 
exhausted, and we notice 

His obedience to a suhatitutiona/ry death. On this 
great truth of divine revelation, the apostles of our 
Lord write largely to the early churches, and through 
them to us. All that is needful in relation to 
it at present is to show the bearing of the fact 
upon the argument we are conducting. Here it is, 
in the words of the Book which tells us all we know 
about God and His Christ: "When Thou shalt make 
His soul an offering for sin. He shall see His seed, 
He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord 
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shall prosper in His hand. He shall see of the travail 
of His soul, and shall be satisfied : by His knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many; for He shall 
bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide Him a 
portion [with the great, and He shall divide the spoil 
with the strong ; because He hath poured out His soul 
unto death : and He was numbered with the transgressors ; 
and He bare the sin of many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors." (a) " For He hath made Him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him." (b) "Christ hath re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us." (c) 

We ask, in the thii'd place, whether, as a matter of 
fact, the Heir of all things has come into possession of 
His inheritance, and is wielding the authority which 
possession involves ? That this is a question of supreme 
moment cannot be doubted; and that upon the right 
answer to it very much depends, is equally certain. 
Much of the confusion which — as we think — charac- 
terises the ordinary theology of these times springs from 
a fundamental error in relation to this matter. It is 
assumed that all the royal rights of the Lord Jesus have 
been actually given to Him, and then it follows logically 
that the Christian economy, or the dispensation of grace, 
is the final one so far as the present world is concerned. 
K this be the fair inference, the premise is manifestly 

(a) iBa. liii 10-12. (b) 2 Cor. v. 21. 

(c) GaL iii. 13. 
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£illacious ; for, notwithstanding all that is said to the con- 
trary in thousands of pulpits and thousands of books, 
nothing can be easier than to prove that this is not the 
final dispensation. What the characteristics of the pre- 
sent economy are, and why it is so characterised, we shall 
subsequently see ; but that it will close the Divine deal- 
ings with our world we most distinctly deny; and for 
this, among other weighty reasons, the appointed Heir of 
all things has not come into possession of His inheritance. 
The King waits for His promised throne and kingdom. 
The accession of God's Anointed has not yet taken 
place. The tabernacle of David, long fallen down, has 
not yet been set up. The people of Israel are still 
wanderers among the Gentiles ; their temple is in ruins, 
and their fair country is trodden by the foot of the 
stranger. The entire world is in a condition which 
proves only too plainly that Satan, not Christ, is its god. 
To call the present dispensation "the reign of the Mes- 
siah" is simply intolerable. The good men who so ex- 
press themselves know not how grievously they libel the 
reputation of the blessed Lord. "The prince of the 
power of the air *' is dominant over the hearts of the 
children of disobedience, and they form the overwhelming 
majority of the world's inhabitants, have ever done so, 
and ever will, until " One like the Son of man come 
with the clouds of heaven,'' and receive " dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan- 
guages, may serve Him, " (a) As in John's days, so now, 

(a) Dan. vii. 13, 14. 
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the small minority are enabled, by grace, to say, "We 
know that we are of God," but they also add with terrible 
truth, " the whole world lieth in wickedness," (a) or 
rather lieth under the power of the Wicked One. " All 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 
of the world." (b) This is emphatically true still, and it 
is not only dishonouring to the Lord Jesus, but also a 
hurtful self-deception, to maintain that the royal pre- 
rogatives of our Divine Redeemer are being exercised in 
our world now. 

Besides, it is a perversion of the clear testimony of 
Scripture. "When the Son of man shall sit upon the 
THKONE of His glory," events will take place which 
will wonderfully alter the present chaotic state of things 
over the world — events which the ministry of the Church 
can no more accomplish than it can change the orbit of 
our planet. Before the universal confusion that charac- 
terises the nations of the earth can be removed, these 
heavens must open and the Son of man be revealed in 
. power and great glory for the purpose of taking possession 
of His royal rights. War, injustice, oppression, cruelty, 
deceit, falsehood, murder, with the long list of revolting 
crimes daily chronicled by those whose business it is to 
tell us the "news," have thrown their dark shadow upon 
our globe through long ages, and continue to this hour in 
unmitigated horror to proclaim that Satan's seat is here. 
This Christ's kingdom ! This the " reign" of the Mes- 

(a) 1 John V. 19. (b) 1 John iL 16. 

C 
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siah ! This the thing we pray for when, on bended kneefc 
and with uncovered head, we say, " Our Father who art 
in heaven, Thy kingdom come ! " No, I will not believe 
it. The glory of the Father, the honour of my blessed 
Saviour, and the character of our holy feith, alike demand 
that in relation to this matter I proclaim myself an 
imbeliever. And it is no light matter. We deceive the 
world — we who should be God's witnesses and truth 
speakers for Him — we deceive the world when we tell it 
that the Lord Jesus has received the decreed inheritance, 
and that this is the final dispensation. What can it 
think of such a reign as this ? The Son of God reigning, 
and His kingdom full of unutterable abominations, reek- 
ing with foul idolatries, red with the blood of the slain, 
and groaning beneath the curse of its iniquities ? If He 
be on His throne, how is it that in the latter half of the 
nineteenth century since His alleged accession to it His 
enemies are still the majority, whilst a large proportion 
of those who bear His name are either the victims or the 
advocates of a tyrannous superstition which has driven 
multitudes into the sunless wilderness of open or con- 
cealed infidelity ? 

Better far to speak the truth on this momentous sub- 
ject, which is that when the Son of God shall appear, 
" He shall judge the poor of the people. He shall save the 
children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the 
oppressor.'' (a) In His days the righteous shall fiourish, 
and His enemies shall Kck the dust. All kings shall fall 

(a) Psa. Ixxii. 
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down before Him, aiad all nations shall serve Him. This 
is a specimen of hundreds of predictions descriptive of the 
state of things in our world when its rightful Sovereign 
shall ascend His promised throne. To say, therefore, that 
He is on it now, when iniquity runs down our streets, 
and the majority of men are the servants of Satan, is 
manifestly to declare either that Heaven's prophets have 
uttered feilsehoods, or that the King is unable to subdue 
the revolted nations to His sceptre. Of course no Chris- 
tian can tolerate either of these blasphemous inductions 
for a moment ; but it is best to state, without reservation, 
the logical consequences of a great error in the hope that 
some who hold it may be led to re-examine the entire 
subject. 

It is impossible, in fact, to advocate the opinion that 
this is God's final economy with men upon the earth, 
without reaching the terrible conclusion that His plans 
and purposes — ^as these are declared by inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost — have issued in a most melancholy failure. 
Shall we dare to entertain so appalling a thought for an 
instant ? No, a thousand times no ! We fling it from 
us with holy indignation, and affirm emphatically that 
there has been no failure, — ^wUl not be, cannot be failure. 
" Millenarians " are held up to pious horror as persons 
who hold that the Gospel is a failiire ; but it so hap- 
pens in this case, as in many others, that those who 
make the charge are just the parties against whom it 
should be brought. So far from teaching that the Gospel 
is a failure, we proclaim that it testifies, not only the 
mercy and love, but the truth and faithfulness of our 
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blessed Father, by accomplishing the very parpose He 
intended by it. It was meant to do two things : to be a 
witness to the world of the coming and kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus, and to gather out of the world a great com- 
pany who are the first&uits unto God, and who shall 
be fellow-heirs of the kingdom with Christ. It has 
done both these things, and that too on a scale and to an 
extent which calls forth our adoring gratitude. The tes- 
timony has been given, and the Gospel has been the power 
of God unto salvation to all who have believed it. It has 
not £5uled, and we never said anything so supremely 
foolish. But those who make this groundless charge 
against us are loudly proclaiming the failure of the Gospel 
every day. They teach that it was meant to convert the 
entire world to God. If this be truey no ingenuity, no 
power of reasoning, no pious subterfuge, can conceal the 
fact that its failure is complete ! Not only has it &iled 
to evangelize the race, but Christianity has actually 
perished from vast regions and continents where it 
once flourished No, our brethren will take nothing by 
making charges against us. We are weak in numbers, 
but strong in truth. The Gospel has not failed, and 
neither will the coming of the kingdom fail at the 
blessed day and hour fixed in the councils of Infinite Wis- 
dom for its happy inauguration in our long afflicted world. 
Nor need we wonder that a long time should elapse be- 
tween the designation or appointment to the inheritance 
and its actual possession. Of ordinary heirs, Paul men- 
tions the well-known fact, that the heir, as long as he is 
a child, diflereth nothing from a servant, though he be 
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lord of all. Christians are heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ ; but all their life long on earth they are 
kept out of possession, having nothing but the earnest of 
it by the Holy Spirit in their hearts ; nor can they enter 
on the inheritance until the day of their Master's coro- 
nation. And to come to a case not only in point, but 
typical of that which is before us, David was anointed 
king over Judah^ as the man whom God appointed ruler 
of His people, many years before his accession to the 
throne. So the Lord Jesus, David's Son and Lord, has 
been anointed and appointed by the Father, and sits at 
His right hand until the timetf of restitution. We are more 
than satisfied with the Father's choice. Jesus i» just the 
King we would have : He will rule the world in righte- 
ousness, and the people with His truth; and we are 
" looking for that blessed hope, even the glorious appear- 
ing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ." 



(22) 



II. 
THE HEIR REJECTED. 

**A REPROACH OF MEN, AITD DESPISED OP THE PEOPLE." — P«J. 

xxii. 6. 
**HE IS DESPISED AITD REJECTED OF MEN." — IsO. liii. 3. 
"thus SAITH THE LORD ... TO HIM WHOM MAN DESPISETH, 

WHOM THE NATION ABHORRETH." — Isd. xlix. 7. 
" HE CAME UNTO HIS OWN, AND HIS OWN RECEIVED HIM NOT." 

— John i. 11. 

"when l4tE HUSBANDMEN SAW THE SON, THEY SAID AMONG 
THEMSELVES, THIS IS THE HEIR; COMB, LET US KILL HIM, 
AND LET US SEIZE ON HIS INHERITANCE. AND THEY CAUGHT 
HIM, AND CAST HIM OUT OF THE VINEYARD, AND SLEW 

HIM."— Jfa«. xxL 38, 39. 

These Scriptures tell their own story, and an impres- 
sively remarkable one it is. History contains instances 
of the murder of the heir, and of the temporary success 
of the usurper, but nothing in the remotest degree com- 
parable to this. Whether you consider the religious 
privileges of the people who were guilty of this deed 
of unparalleled wickedness, or the character and claims 
of the man they slew, you are overwhelmed with wonder 
and lost in astonishment. 

Above all the other nations of the world were the 
Jewish people privileged. They had light from heaven, 
whilst the Gentiles groped in the thick darkness of 
idolatry. Divinely inspired prophets taught them. A 
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Divine poKty ruled them. A divinely instituted religion 
"was placed in their midst. 

And they had a marvellous history. Again and again 
had stupendous miracles attested that God fought for 
them. The splendid empire of Egypt was laid in ruins 
to pave the way for the exodus of their enslaved pro- 
genitors. The foundling of the Nile was closeted with 
God upon the fire- wreathed mountain, to qualify him for 
his extraordinary task. The Red Sea opened its waters 
to give them egress from the land of bondage ; a miracu- 
lous pillar in mid-heaven, cloud by day, fire by night, was 
their guide through the pathless desert ; and the Jordan 
divided to give them ingress to the land of promise. 
" And the Lord," says Joshua, " gave unto Israel all the 
land which He sware to give unto their fathers ; and they 
possessed it, and dwelt therein. And the Lord gave them 
rest round about, according to all that He sware unto 
their fathers : and there stood not a man of all their 
enemies before them ; the Lord delivered all their enemies 
into their hand. There failed not ought of any good 
thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of 
Israel ; all came to pass." (a) 

Subsequently they were guilty of grievous rebellions 
against God, and were subjected to those chastisements 
which proved that He had not forsaken them, but still 
treated them as His children. He sent them a succession 
of famous judges to deliver them out of the hands of 
their oppressors ; but though " He will ever be mindful 

(a) JosL xxi. 43 — 45. 
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of His covenant,*' (a) they were "not mindful of His 
wonders that He did among them f (b) but in an hour of 
astonishing folly they wished to confoim to the nations, 
by having a king over them. The conduct of the worthless 
sons of the illustrious Samuel, who was now an old man, 
was the alleged reason of this desire to put an end to the 
theocracy. When the elders of Israel came to Samuel at 
Bamah with this petition for a king, after the manner 
of the Gentiles, the aged saint was exceedingly grieved, 
and he did what we all should do in time of sorrow 
— he prayed unto 'the Lord. "And the Lord" — who 
knows all hearts and all motives — " said unto Samuel, 
Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say 
unto thee : for they have not rejected thee, but they have 
rejected me, that I should not reign over them." (c) 
Samuel obeyed his Divine Master, and under protest, 
according to instructions, did what the infatuated " voice 
of the people '' demanded. The result was a remarkable 
foreshadowing — an impressive rehearsal — of what took 
place eleven centuiies afterwards. Saul, the shadow of 
the coming Antichrist, was preferred to IsraePs blessed 
Lord, as Csesar, the ruler of the nations over which Anti- 
chidst will shortly exercise fearful authority, was chosen 
in preference to Jesus, the divinely-appointed King of the 
•Jews. Seized, apparently, with a sudden fit of loyalty, 
the most turbulent and ungovernable people on the face 
of the earth undertake to remind Pilate of his duty to 
the Emperor : " If thou let this man go, thou art not 

(a) Psa. cxl 5. (b) Neh. iz. 17. (c) 1 $am. viiL 7. 
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Caesar's friend : whosoever maketh himself a king 
speaketh against Ceesar." The Eoman governor of Judea, 
surprised, or rather probably amused, at this sudden out- 
burst of loyalty, said, " Shall I crucify your King 1 " 
Instantly the chief priests reply, in words of most ter- 
rible significance, " We have no king but Cflesar." (a) 

But to return. Notwithstanding this sudden national 
revolution, which superseded theocracy by monarchy, and 
preferred an earthly tyrant to a Divine Ruler, the Lord 
continued His mercy to the descendants of Abraham, and 
sent them prophets, men of God, who " spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost." Great variety charac- 
terises the utterances of these wonderful teachers ; but 
their chief theme is the coming and kingdom of the 
Messiah. Whenever they touch on this, their souls are 
rapt to a higher ecstasy, their visions are gilded with 
clearer light, and the splendour of their language some- 
times becomes absolutely dazzling. 

The result of this prophetic teaching was that the 
nation, amidst all its strange vicissitudes, fixed its eye on 
the promised Messiah, and He became the " Hope of 
Israel." In Him they saw the Delivei-er, Bedeemer, 
Ruler, and glorious Prince who was to restore the captive, 
liberate the prisoner, destroy the oppressor^ and raise the 
kingdom of Israel to a condition of prosperity and a height 
of glory of which its surpassing grandeur in the days of 
Solomon the Magnificent was but a &int type. The 
golden age of the promised Monarch, sung in strains of 

(a) John xix« 12— 1& 
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um-ivalled rapture by their David and their Isaiah, was 
ever before them, their hope in sorrow, their subject of 
prayer, their theme of praise. 

And do you wonder 1 "Were they not justified in 
cherishing these lofty expectations 2 Is tiwre not an 
overwlielming abundance of evidence to prove that they 
had Divine warranty for these sublime anticipations 1 
They could not do otherwise with those wonderful docu- 
ments in their hands. Of course we speak only of the 
devout, the religious, the believing among them. All the 
rest must be set aside in an investigation of this kind, 
just as we set aside the ungodly and the worldly when 
the sacred truths of our Christian faith pass imder review. 
Such persons are incompetent to bear testimony; and, 
therefore, what they did, or said, or thought, is wholly 
irrelevant to the inquiry. That the hope of Israel, then, 
was placed before them by the God of their fathers, is 
beyond dispute ; and I take this opportunity of protest- 
ing, so far as I am personally concerned, against the 
grievous injustice which is done to the seed of Abraham, 
when for the faith they cherished they are denounced as 
" carnal Jews." " The carnal Jew " is a convenient 
phrase if you wish to get rid of a great question by a 
word ; but it is not applicable in this case, because it is 
not true. In expecting the Prince of Peace, and in look- 
ing for the first dominion and kingdom to come to the 
daughter of Jerusalem, the Jews had the very highest 
authority. In this matter, at least, they were not carnal. 
That inferior thoughts, erroneous notions, and unworthy 
motives associated themselves in multitudes of cases with 
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this glorious hope of Israel is clear enough, from the simple 
consideration that human nature in the Jew is very much 
like the same many-sided mystery in the Gentile ; but we 
Christians should not throw stones at the Jews until we 
wash our hands of the sin and scandal of making gain of 
godliness, and turning our holy religion into a commer- 
cial speculation. 

Of course it is assumed that you have settled the whole 
question of the kingdom of God, and put both Jew and 
Millenarian beyond the range of argument, when you 
employ the elegant phrase " the carnal Jew." To say 
the least, this is a gigantic assumption from so small a 
matter. 

In looking on the landscape of prophecy, whose moun- 
tain tops were gilded with the light of the Sud of Righte- 
ousness, the heart of the pious Jew swelled, and his 
hopes were strengthened to do life's woi-k and bear life's 
burdens manfully. He was the better saint, citizen, 
patriot, husband, and father, for that look of believing 
anticipation. As he caught the reflection of the light he 
loved, his eye sparkled with fresh hope, and threw gentler 
beams on those around him. The coming of the Messiah, 
the Shiloh, the Heir of David, the Judge of Israel, the 
King ! Why, what theme like that for a joyous inspi- 
ration, a radiant hope, and a vigorous faith ? It made 
the patriot brave in the day of his country's danger ; and 
it thrilled the feeble with a flush of fresh life. The lame, 
and the blind, and the deaf earnestly hoped He would 
come ; for their great prophet had said, that '' Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
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sliail be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an 
hart^ and the tongue of the dumb sing.*' (a) In the gates 
of Zion, and in the tabernacles of the righteous, this was 
the ever fruitful subject of remark j in the synagogue it 
was read, in the family circle it was gratefully pondered. 
The virgins of Israel sang about it, and wondered much 
who among them was to have the signal felicity of being 
the mother of the promised Emmanuel ; and the precious 
sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, and her NazariteSy 
purer than snow and whiter than milk, held hallowed 
discourse as they walked through the vineyards of Judea, 
respecting Him who was to come. 

Yes, they were waiting for the King, they looked for 
redemption in Israel ; for God, who cannot lie, had re- 
peatedly promised the great Deliverer, and with Him a 
great deliverance. And at last, the long and weary centu- 
ries rolled away ; heaven's chosen hour struck ; " the ful- 
ness of the time" came — Christ was bom. Four thousand 
years before God had said, " The seed of the woman shall 
bruise the serpent's head." The words had sent a thrill of 
unutterable joy through the drooping heart of the mother 
of mankind. Her soul grasped them with the eagerness 
of faith and hope, as she wept over and bitterly repented 
her folly and her sin ; and as she gazed upon her first bom 
in an agony of wondering love, she exclaimed, <' I have 
gotten a man, the Lord.*' Alas! poor Eve, no. That 
is not the promised seed, the Destroyer of the serpent 
that so foully cheated thee : thou wilt have to weqr 

(^) l8A« zzzv. 6, $t 
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again, for that fair child, the first bom of the humaa 
race, will shed the first human blood ; thy child will lire 
to be a brother's murderer. Humanity must be rocked 
in tempest, and exposed to many a terrific hurricane, and 
many a sea of human blood be shed before the voice of 
" the Man, the Lord," shall be heard hushing the stormy 
waters of the Galilean lake into reposa 

And now that He has come at last, what is His re- 
ception ? From all that we have hitherto seen, surely we 
are justified in anticipating for Him such a welcome as 
never was before accorded even to the greatest of woman- 
bom. But why ask such questions when we know already 
the sad, sad answer that awaits them? Pharisee and 
Sadducee, priest and Levite, scribe and citizen, did not 
rival each other in profound homage to the King. The 
key of the house of David was not placed in His 
hand. The tribes sent not up their elders to Jerusalem 
to bow down in glad reverence before the prayed-for 
Prince of Israel. The golden gates of the temple flew not 
back to admit its great antitype to the inner sanctuary. 
The entire people did not celebrate a coronation of unex- 
ampled magnificence in his honour. Herod did not on 
bended knee lay his crown at His feet. There were no 
triumphal processions, no official hosannahs, no tribal 
congratulations. No. "He came unto His own, and His 
own received Him not." It is a blank, weary, melan- 
choly, repellent negative throughout. It is the most 
dismal story of all stories ever read by men. The Son 
of David, the King of Israel, the Son of God is contemp- 
tuously despised, rejected, abhorred, miu-dered ! 
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With all the faults, the countless follies, the legion 
crimes, and the enormous sins of men, charity would have 
fondly hoped that there was something good about human 
nature still ; but now even charity can hope no longer. 
The last proof is given, the final evidence is furnished, 
that there is no good thing in man. He has long resisted 
the Holy Ghost ; now he kills the Prince of Life, and 
there is no more that he can do. In the way of guilt he 
can go no farther. The evidence is closed now, and will 
stand on the record through all the ages, that his depra- 
vity is complete^ for ever excluding the faintest hope of 
self-restoration from the horrible abyss into which he is 
plunged. He must lie there in that loathsome dungeon, and 
die the death which has no hope in the fax distance, no life 
in the immensely remote future, if—ii what % What con- 
ditional sentence can possibly be used here ? for man has 
killed the only Saviour. Is not that conclusive as to his 
utter and remediless ruin 1 It is, so far as he is con- 
cerned. Surely he will cease now to boast of his virtue 
and to parade his own righteousness. His lauded free 
will has gone to its utmost limit, and he has cut down to 
the grave the only hope of his race. Poor, infatuated, 
disgraced, wrecked, ruined, awfully guilty man ! 

But why did the Jews reject the Heir of all things % 
This is a question which I ask with trembling, as it 
rijboiinds with terrible force upon ourselves, but it cannot 
be evaded without injustice to this great subject, and I 
shall knowingly evade nothing which appears to me 
css^ential The question, then, in compact form is — Did 
igU rul«rB recognise in Jesus the promised Mes- 
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siah 1 The answer at once^ is, They did not But does 
not this greatly palliate the enormity of their guilt 1 I 
again reply emphatically, It does not The reconciliation 
of this apparent contradiction is of the deepest moment, 
not merely as shedding light on one of the most myste- 
rious passages in human history, but also because it has 
the strongest practical bearing upon ourselves, with regard 
to our manner of reading the Divine Book. As to the 
first question, we are not left to reason on the utter 
absurdity, the manifest incredibility, of the supposition 
that the Jews would knowingly put to death the very 
being whose anival among them was longed for through 
so many centuries as the hope and ciilminating glory of 
their nation ; for we have evidence clear as sunlight on 
the subject. Three witnesses will suffice. Peter, having 
charged his coiintrymen with denying the Holy One and 
the Just, and killing the Prince of Life, adds, "And 
now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, 
as did also your rulers." (a) Paul, preaching at Antioch 
in Pisidia, says, " For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and 
their rulers, because they knew Him not, nor yet the 
voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath-day, 
they have fulfilled them in condemning Him." (b) And 
the "time and faithful witness" bears testimony under 
circumstances which make us bend our heads and worship. 
Amidst the agonies of crucifixion the holy Sufferer utters 
this wonderful prayer : " Father, forgive them ; for they 
know not what they do." (c) These heavenly words from 

(a) Acts iii. 17. (b) Acta xiii. 27. (c) Luke xxiii. 34. 
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the accursed tree reveal a depth of love for which we 
have no measurmg line. Let theoi stand their own oom« 
mentary, for no words of man can clothe them with a 
clearer light 

As to the second question — Does not this proved fieust 
palliate the guilt under review 1 Let two things be 
remembered, first, that the Jews were conscwualy ffuiUy 
of the highest crime knovm to law. They knew that Jesus 
was not guilty ; they had proof positive of His innocence ; 
their bribed witnesses contradicted each other j the bribed 
traitor in an agony of remorse dashed the wretched price 
of blood upon the ground; and the judge who handed 
Him over to death protested against his own act. Never 
was there a clearer case of judicial murder. There is no 
link wanting in the chain of evidence that envy, jealousy, 
hatred were the foul elements that urged the rulers on to 
destroy the great miracle worker, the great Teacher, the 
great Benefactor of the poor, the lame, the blind, and the 
sori'owful. The life of Jesus was a glorious attestation 
of His holiness. Never can His murderers be cleared of 
the charge of wilfully and of set purpose, long enter- 
tained and deliberately planned, shedding innocent blood; 
and that, too, the blood of a man whom they knew to be the 
most illustrious and wonderful the sun ever shone upon. 

But, secondly, the fact of their professed ignorance of 
His Messiahship, though admitted by apostles and used as 
a prayer on their behalf by the Divine Sufferer, cidda to 
their guilt; for they should have known. Paul gives the 
key to this. They knew not the voices of the prophets 
which were read every sabbath-day in their hearing, and 
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which distinctly declared that they would be guilty of 
this very crime. Their ignorance was therefore altogether 
inexcusable. As a matter of fact, the rulers who con- 
spired the death of Jesus would not know that He was 
God's Anointed. They hated Him without a cause, and 
determined to get rid of Him. "I adjure thee by the 
living God," said the high priest, "that thou tell us 
whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus 
salth unto him. Thou hast said : nevertheless I say unto 
you. Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven." 
What was the effect of this plain avowal of His Divinity 
and Messiahship? A charge of blasphemy and a sen- 
tence of death. The clear utterances of their prophets 
availed nothing against their malignity. Hateful pre- 
judice had blinded their eyes. It was in the very nature 
of those predictions to defeat themselves — to prevent 
their own accomplishment; for the people thus fore- 
warned, had they attended to the warning, would have 
shrunk back in horror at the bare possibility of such a 
deed of infamy. 

Kemember, we are speaking now exclusively from the 
human side of the question, the side of man's freedom of 
action; the Divine side, the side of God's sovereignty, 
will come before us hereafter, and the reconciliation of 
both will be found no insuperable difficulty. It is here, 
therefore, that the question arises. How came the Jew to 
be ignorant of the many utterances of his prophets 
respecting the sufferings of the Messiah ? We have said 
that he gazed with fond imaginings on the sunlit moun- 

J> 
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tain tops of prophetic scenery, and that he was divinely 
justified in so doing, but he failed to look at the valley of 
humiliation that lay at his feet ; and for this omission, for 
which he has no justification, he is held up to all genera- 
tions as the murderer of the King of Israel. He saw 
the glorious Prince, but he would not see the " man of 
sorrows ; " he gazed on the kingly side of the vision, but 
he averted his eye from the victim-Lamb led to the 
slaughter; he exalted in the magnificence of Israel's 
future in consequence of the peerless character of her 
coming Sovereign, but he shunned as incredible the pic- 
ture of that Sovereign " despised and rejected of men," 
and " cut off out of the land of the living." These, 
then, are the leading facts of this unparalleled case, stated 
simply as facts, without reference to any theological theory. 
Do we blame the Jews for their neglect of so momen- 
tously important a part of the testimony of their inspired 
teachers 1 The great Master himself did so. " O fools, 
and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken. " (a) Had they believed aUy they would have seen 
that depth of sorrow, crucifixion, and the grave were 
limned on the prophet's canvas, as well as a crown of 
glory, a sceptre, and an empire. Let the Master's rebuke 
stand. We need not add to it; for assuredly if we 
do the rebound will come upon us in full force. We 
Christians have for many centuries copied the men we 
blame, with this difference — that we have reversed their 
choice. Like them, we deserve the rebuke, " O senseless 
men, whose heart is slow in believing all that the prophets 

(a) Luke xxhr. 25. 
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have said !" The royal rights of the Heir foniied the 
theme of Jewish thought and speech to the exclusion of 
His foreshown sorrows and death. His sorrows and 
death, to the exclusion of His royal rights, form the sub- 
jects of the sermons of Christendom. To bring evidence 
in support of this statement would be absurd, for it is 
undeniably and universally true, and has been true ever 
since the Church left her first love and lost her yearning 
desire for the return of her Lord and His accession to 
the throne. With few exceptions the Church is dead to 
the royal rights of Jesus. The grave and the cross alone 
meet our eye. Christ " our life," Christ in resurrection, 
Christ coming to raise His sleeping saints, to change the 
living in the twinkling of an eye, and to make both 
immortal and perfect human beings, preparatory to the 
inauguration of His world-wide kingdom — who preaches 
these gi*and verities of the blessed revelation of the ever- 
blessed God ? Here and there a man who understands 
the holy Book to mean just what it says ; but the over- 
whelming majority stand aloof from the so-called con- 
tagion, and will not commit themselves to an3rthiT)g so 
unpopular as the regal rights of God's Anointed. 

Well ! Is the Heir to be rejected a second time 1 It 
would seem so. Nay, it has been done already, — done for 
some fifteen centuries, at least, throughout the length and 
breadth of the cluster of nations called Christendom. 
" Jesus is not good enough for the world," said Judea ; 
" therefoi'e cast Him out." " The world is not good 
enough for Jesus," says Christendom ; ** therefore keep 
Him out." And so the royal rights of the Heir are 
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rejected by Christendom as they were by Judea. The 
Christian has united with the Jew in the protest against 
the reign of " this man." As the Jew explained away 
the prophetic descriptions of the Messiah's sufferings, or 
applied them to some other person, so the Christian has 
explained away the prophetic descriptions [of Messiah's 
kingdom, or applied them to another world. The Jew 
thought he honoured his promised King by refusing to 
believe that He should be poor, and lowly, and despised ; 
the Christian thinks he honours his Redeemer by re- 
fusing to believe that the " Son of man is coming in His 
glory " to rule over His own world. In the former case 
the Divine testimony was set aside to make room for a 
predilection ; in the latter case it is set >aside to make 
room for a false canon of interpretation. In both cases 
the Word of God is made void by tradition ; and in both 
the will of man blinds the eye to the meaning of inspira- 
tion. The eye of the Jew was dazzled with the glory of 
the King, so that he saw no priest offering sacrifice ; the 
eye of the Christian is fixed on Gethsemane, Calvary, and 
the Cross, so that he sees no victorious Prince ruling the 
nations, and receiving the homage of all mankind. A 
portion of the truth separated from the rest was the cause 
of Israel's blindness; a portion of the truth separated 
from the rest is the cause of the sleep of Christendom. 
Let Messiah come, said the Jews, and we shall expel the 
Romans and be masters of the world. Let Him stay where 
He is, say Cbiistians, and we shall bring the world to His 
feet. " The unbelieving Jew," indeed ! A thousand facts 
entitle him to retoii, " The unbelieving Christian !** . for 
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as the Heir was rejected by Judea, so the Heir is rejected 
by Christendom. 

It is in vain to tell us that Christians admit the royal 
rights of Jesus, by sajring that He " reigns in their 
hearts," for that is Tiot the question under review ; and it 
is equally irrelevant to say that He reigns in heaven, for 
that is Tiot the locality in which the pix)phets of both Tes- 
taments behold Him on His throne. Nor is it any nearer 
the mark to say that Christians are anxious to see Him 
in possession of His rights by their efforts to convert the 
world to His truth, because from our hands He could not 
accept the kingdom even if we had it to offer. Twice 
already has He had the offer of royalty and rejected it, 
because it came not fix)m the proper quarter. On oue 
occasion a great multitude were so deeply impressed by 
His miracles of mercy that tliey exclaimed, " This is of a 
truth that prophet that should come into the world." 
And the historian immediately adds, ^* When Jesus there- 
fore perceived that they would come and take Him by force 
to make Him a king. He departed again into a mountain 
himself alone." (a) He would not accept the throne 
of David, though He was Heir to it, through any popular 
movement of this kind. The other occasion was when 
the Devil showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and 
the glory of them, and said that he would give them all 
to Him on the condition of doing him homage : (b) but 
though Jesus was truly Heir of all that appeared in that 
magnificent spirit-vision, He indignantly rejected the offer. 
Not from the people, not from Satan, will He receive His 
(a) John vi. 14, 15. (b) Matt iv. 8, 9. 
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throne. And neither from the hands of the Church can He 
accept the regalia of His great empire. Indeed, so far is 
this from being possible, she is a constant dependent upon 
His grace, and can take no step in the right direction 
without His constant guidance. . In her case boasting is 
most effectually excluded, and she will never call His 
attention to a restoi*ed world with the words, *' See, I 
have recovered this for Thee." Only from the hands of 
the Father, who hath appointed unto Him a kingdom, will 
He receive that kingdom, and all its glory. It is clear, 
then, that neither the reign of Jesus over the hearts of 
His people, nor the fieincy that heaven is the locality the 
prophets assign for His kingdom, nor the theory that the 
Qiiirch is bringing the world to His /eet^ meets the charge 
that the teaching of Christendom is a rejection of God s 
Anointed. In fact, the doctrine of the pre-millennial return 
of the Heir of all things is not only discredited by the 
gi'eat majority ; it is opposed, scorned, maligned, hated, 
' laughed at, caricatured by Christian ministers, just as 
the regal rights of Jesus were opposed, scorned, maligned, 
hated, laughed at, caricatured by Jewish priests. I am 
not quite a stranger to the literature of this subject ; and, 
were it not that I find the fact predicted in Scripture, I 
should be amazed at the extreme enmity with which it is 
regarded. So intense is the prejudice against it that the 
pulpit in assailing it forgets its dignity, and the religious 
press its courtesy. Men will not reason with it, and look 
at it as a possibility in the all-wise arrangements of the 
all-wise God, touching the future of humanity ; but they 
denounce, scorn, mock, as if these were legitimate wea- 
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pons * of Christian logic, just as Herod and his soldiers 
set at nought and mocked our precious Saviour. 

All this would be to me a matter of indifference, were 
it not that I consider the question at issue one of supreme 
cmd aM-embracing importa/nce. To this great world of 
sinning, suffering, and sorrowing human beings, it cannot 
be a question of slight moment whether its deliverance 
from the Devil and his angels is to be at the beginning 
or the end of ten centuries of time. 

And now, what has been the result of this rejection of 
Christ's royal rights by the Church, this departure from 
a cardinal article of the primitive feith 1 Alas ! a terrible 
apostasy, a huge and domineering ecclesiastical corruption, 
which has crushed and polluted the nations by its sway. 
Had believers, during all the generations since God's 
Anointed was rejected by the Jews, cherished the blessed 
hope of His return in glory, the evil thing we call Popery 
would have been utterly impossible. The triple crown, 
symbolic of royal authority over heaven, earth, and hell, 
would never have been placed upon the head of a sinful 
mortal — ^for such sovereignty belongs only to the appointed 
Heir of all things. This blasphemous usurpation of His 
royal prerogatives could not have taken place had pro- 
fessing Christians kept " the faith once delivered to the 
saints," and looked for the coming of the Son of God from 
heaven. And the horrors of the Inquisition, which make 
the blood of every reader of ecclesiastical history curdle, 
would have been unknown ; for in that case the servants 
would not have begun to smite each other, and to eat 
and drink with the drunken. In one word, the denial 
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of this great truth opened the door for the entire series of 
papal abominations ; and Protestantism, in general, follows 
the lead of the triple-crowned imposture in this matter. 
Alas ! the Reformation left untouched the very source of 
that fell disease which has made Christendom such a blot 
upon the &ce of the earth, that nothing now remains for 
it but those tremendous judgments which shall herald the 
glorious kingdom of the twice rejected Sovereign of huma- 
nity, and glorious Son of God. 



(41) 



III. 

DIVINE ARRANGEMENTS IN VIEW OF THE 
REJECTION. 

<* THE LORD BBINOETH THE COUNSEL OV THE HEATHEN TO NOUGHT : 
HE MAKETH THE DEVICES OF THE PEOPLE OV NONE EFFECT. 
THE COUNSEL OF THE LOBD STANDETH FOR EVER, THE 
THOUGHTS OF HIS HEART TO ALL GENERATIONS. "--P«J. 
xxxiii 10, 11. 

*«THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD, THAT SHALL STAND."— PrW. 
xix. 21. 

** THERE IS NO WISDOM NOR UNDERSTANDING NOR COUNSEL 
AGAINST THE LORD."— PrCW. xxi. 30. 

"MY COUNSEL SHALL STAND, AND I WILL DO ALL MY PLEASURE." 

— /w. idvL 10. 

''as the HEAVENS ARE HIGHER THAN THE EARTH, 80 ARE MY 
WAYS HIGHER THAN YOUR WAYS, AND MY THOUGHTS THAN 
YOUR THOUGHTS."— /sot Iv. 9. 

Let us suppose ourselves standing beside the grave of the 
rejected Jesus just after His burial Let us further sup- 
pose that we had been His disciples, and had consequently 
believed all the splendid predictions of Heaven's prophets 
regarding the glory, the extent, the duration, and the 
blessings of His reign, but that we were ignorant of the , 
foreoi'dainedresurrection of our murdered Master. What, 
in that case, would have been our thoughts 1 To say that 
we should have been bewildered, amazed, and oppressed 
with a sense of unutterable disappointment, wotdd be 
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saying very little. Things which are not worthy to be 
mentioned in the presence of this awful fact often have 
that effect upon ns. It would not have been to us merely 
a personal calamity, the most terrible that could by pos- 
sibility occur, blasting all onr hopes, crushing them with 
a mysterious and remediless blow, and leaving nothing 
in the future but unrelieved sorrow and blank despair ; 
but as it involved the destiny of Jew and Gentile, the 
veracity of the prophets, and the very character of the 
God of Israel for tnith and faithfulness, we should have 
asked each other in sad whispers, with blanched cheek 
and trembling lips. What shall we say ? What do now f 
Have our prophets all deceived us? Is all the past a 
beauti^l but cruelly deceptive dream ? Is the entire 
history of our nation an elaborate preparation for nothing 
better than a disgraceful cross and a silent grave ? Has 
Jehovah taken four thousand years in arranging for an 
issue which meets this fearful catastrophe just when it 
seemed upon the eve of realization ? Has He been dis- 
appointed, overmatched by Satan, obliged to give up tlie 
contest for the possession of the world He created, and 
to retire from the field. His resources exhausted, His 
wisdom insufficient^ His foresight at fault, and His magni- 
ficent plans abandoned, — a terrible, an eternal failure f Are 
the Devil and his angels henceforth masters of the posi- 
tion 1 Alas ! and alas ! woe unto us that we have lived 
to see this terribly fatal day ! The Sun whose rays we 
were told were to enlighten the universe, has set for ever 
in blood 1 The Heir of David, the Seed of Abraham, the 
Son of man, the Son of God, lies there, pierced through the 
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feet, pierced through the hands, pierced through the heart, 
cold, dead, dead ! Behold the place where they laid Him ! 

Let us endeavour vividly to realize all this, and we 
shall be able to estimate more highly the wonderful 
wisdom of God, when we ascend from the human to the 
Divine side of this mighty question. 

We rise, then, from the evil counsel of the Jewish San- 
hedrim, and the unjust sentence of the Koman procurator ; 
from the clamours of the people, the scenes of Calvary, 
and the tomb of Joseph, up to the pure atmosphere of the 
highest heaven, and the council chamber of the Godhead. 
Let us put off our shoes from our feet ; let us approach 
with uncovered head, for here all is holy. Thei-e is no 
excitement here, no surprise, no unforeseen circumstances 
requiring an alteration in the Divine programme respect- 
ing the affairs of earth. Nothing has occurred in our 
world to clash with the majestic development of God's 
majestic plans. Storm and tempest rush violently below, 
but here all is calm and peaceful. An incredible crime, 
the greatest in the annals of history, has been committed 
upon the earth : the Son of God, the Father's unspeakable 
gift for the benefit of mankind, has been contemptuously 
rejected, blasphemously insulted, and foully slain ; but up 
on this lofty table-land of everlasting serenity there is no 
cry of wonder, no sign of disappointment, and no evidence 
that a sudden emergency has occurred demanding a sudden 
change of procedure. No dark cloud eclipses the in- 
effable glory, and casts a passing shadow on the golden 
splendours of the Sovereign's palace. Omniscience, in its 
undisturbed Majesty, has seen from the beginning, ere 
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ever tHe earih was, and before Omnipotence Lung tHe 
world upon nothing, what wotdd take place among, and 
by the agency oj^ men. All the ages, before the ages 
began, passed in review, and the Almighty Sovereign 
resolves to develop daring their progress a purpose of 
vast, profound, infinite wisdom, which shall issue in 
boundless good to His creatures, the everlasting stability 
of His government, and the everlasting glory of His 
name. 

He asks no advice of the first created sons of light, if 
they were created at the dateless epoch to which we now 
refer, but settles, " establishes in the very heaven," how, 
when, and where He will act without interfering with 
the freedom of His responsible creature man, although He 
foresees that that freedom will be fearfully abused in 
millions upon millions of cases. " Who hath directed 
the Spirit of the Lord, or being His counsellor hath 
taught Him) With whom took He counsel, and who 
instructed Him, and taught Him in the path of judg- 
ment, and taught Him knowledge, and showed to 
Him the way of understanding ?" (a) How sublimely 
grand is this — God alone, amidst the unapproachable 
light, legislating for the entire future of a great world 
whose inhabitants would, for a lengthened period of its 
history, habitually do the things He should forbid, and so 
legislating that their very greatest crimes should, instead 
of defeating the purposes of His beneficence, be laid hold 
of by Him and made to minister to those purposes ! Who 
would not adore such a Being as this f Speaking of 
(a) Isa. zL 13, 14. 
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Israel, Paul says, " God hath concluded them all in 
unbelief, that He might have mercy upon all," and then 
adds, *' the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God ! how unsearchable are His judgments, 
and His ways past finding out !'' After this grateful dox- 
ology, this burst of fervent praise, he quotes the passage 
we have just cited from Isaiah, thus : " For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been His 
counsellor ? or who hath first given to Him, and it shall 
be recompensed to him again ? for of Him, and through 
Him, and to Him, are all things; to whom be glory 
for ever. Amen." These striking questions are in point 
in relation to the case before us. Who hath given God 
advice, or help, in dealing as He has done with a way- 
ward and sinful i*ace ? Let them come forward, and He 
will largely repay them; He will be no man's debtor. 
He is so thoroughly satisfied with the unalterable decree . 
that has gone out of His mouth ; so sure that the work 
He has done and is doing will ultimately flood the world 
with heavenly light, and fill its atmosphere with song, 
that He is ready with right royal liberality to reward 
any one who has given Him the smallest hint, or the 
smallest help. 

what an inexpressible relief it is to rise to the Divine 
side of this question after what we have seen of its 
human side ! It is an escape from darkness to light, from 
pollution to purity, from a den of assassins to a circle of 
love, from a nest of demons to the steps of God's throne. 
What shall become of us, of my friends, iny neighbours, 
my race ] I cry in despair, as I look upon man turning 



46 THE BOTAL RIGHTS OF THE LORD JESUS. 

into poiflon ererj good thing that God has given him, 
and at kst filling up the measure of his iniquity hj dyeing 
his hands in the blood of the Heir of all things. I see 
paradise a fisdlure, man driven out; the early world a 
failure, the race all but exterminated by a tremendous 
flood; Judaism a failure, the favoured people making 
the Word of God void by tradition, and turning His 
Temple into a den of thieves ; the Heir coming to His 
own, rejected, despised, crucified between thieves; and 
Christianity leavened with corruption, and overborne 
through many ages with an apostasy of baptized paganism ; 
— I see all this, and my heart sickens, and my brain reels, 
whilst I cry out, Is there no help in man 1 But when I 
lift up my eyes to heaven, what a glorious change ! what 
a divine relief ! Here I behold the eternal procession of 
love and wisdom moving on majestically to its sure goal, 
as if nothing had occurred to check it for a single instant. 
It is a sublime and very wonderful sight. A voice comes 
from the excellent glory, in unruffled calmness, " My 
counsel shall stand, and / toill do all my pleasure" How 
reassuring ! how full of consolation ! And accordingly 
God moves on with stately step, through flood and fire 
and tempest and hurricane, through human failure, cor- 
ruption, wickedness, and folly, and every step brings TTim 
nearer the Godlike issue in which He means His un- 
changeable purpose to terminate. 

"We say not that the foreseen rejection of the appointed 
Heir was absolutely the rule of the Divine counsels ; but we 
do say that Divine purpose a/nd Divine foreknowledge are 
associated in Scriptwre in a manner which is sufficiently 
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remarkable to arrest earnest attention. " Him, being 
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God, je have taken, and by wicked hands have cruci- 
fied and slain." (a) Scriptare abounds with instances of a 
similarly suggestive character. The Serpent would bruise 
the heel of the woman's seed, but it was decreed that He 
should bruise the Serpent's head. The people were to 
reject Him, but the purpose of God was that His Servant 
should be " exalted and extolled and be very higk" He 
is " despised and rejected of men," but it was determined 
that He should ^^ prolong His days, and that the pleasure 
of the Lord should prosper in His hand." To Him whom 
man despiseth and the nation abhorreth, it is promised 
that kings shall see and arise, and princes also shall wor- 
ship. He was numbered with the transgressors, but the 
Lord says, " I will divide Him a portion with the great, 
and He shall divide the spoil with the strong." How 
men would use Him His Spirit describes beforehand 
thus : " For dogs have compassed me : the assembly of 
the wicked have enclosed me : they pierced my hands and 
my feet. I may tell all my bones : they look and stare 
upon me. They part my garments among them, and cast 
lots upon my vesture." But what says God concerning 
Him 1 " Lift up your heads, ye gates ; and be ye lift 
up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall 
come in. Who is this King of glory 1 The Lord strong 
and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your 
heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King 

(a) Acts ii. 23. 
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of glory ? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory." 
It was foreseen that the kings of the earth would set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, to 
destroy Him ; but the counsel of Jehovah was, " I will 
make Him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the 
eartk" The people saw no beauty in Him why they 
should desire Him as their Kuler ; but God determines 
that His throne shall remain whilst sun and moon endure. 
The traitor's kiss sold Him into the hands of His mur- 
derers, but God says to the kings of the earth, " Kiss the 
Son, lest He be angry, and ye perish from the way, when 
His wrath is kindled but a little." 

And then what a far-reaching vision is opened up to 
us, when the idea of Jehovah's " thoughts " is suggested ! 
" The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts 
of His heart to all generations." (a) Here they stretch 
across all the ages, and anticipate with the calmness of 
settled certainty the realization of His wilL " Many, O 
Lord my God, are Thy wonderful works which Thou hast 
done, and Thy thoughts which are to us-ward : they can- 
not be reckoned up in order unto Thee : if I would declare 
and speakof them, they are more than can be numbered, "(b) 
Here human inability to embrace the magnificent sum of 
God's thoughts is gladly confessed ; and as they are so 
gracious, so mercifully " to us-ward," they are made the 
subject of grateful adoration. " Lord, how great are 
thy works ! and thy thoughts are very deep." (c) Here 
their profimdity goes down beneath the deepest depth of 
man's sins and sorrows, and lays the foundation for a 

(a) Psa. zzxiii. 11. (b) Psa. xL 6. (c) Psa. xcii 5. 
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perfect remedy, the actual efficiency of which no foreseen 
evil deecU of the race shall he able to prevent. " For the 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of man that they are vanity." (a) 
Hence it is "a vain thing" for the kings of the earth and 
the people to imagine that they can defeat the purposes of 
Jehovah concerning his anointed Soil (b) All the scorn 
and the derision, the shooting out of the lip, and the wag- 
ging of the head, was foreseen, but the Lord says with 
that wonderful calmness which is so characteristic of His 
utterances, " Behold, I have given Him for a witness to the 
people, a leader and commander to the people. Behold, 
thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations 
that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the 
Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel j for He 
hath glorified thee." (c) But how is this, and the offer 
of abundant pardon which accompanies it ? Here is the 
grand answer : — " For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts." (d) It is thus that our God reveals himself in 
wondrous contrast to the thoughts and ways of men. 
" For I know their works and their thoughts,'* he says, 
works and thoughts of evil ; but what follows % " It shall 
come to pass that I will gather all nations and tongues ; 
and they shall come, and see my glory." (e) How that 
thrills the heart ! See His glory I His purpose is to stand 
then, after all the crimes, sins, and wickednesses of men. 

(a) Pa. xciv. 11. (b) Pa. ii. (c) Isa. Iv. 4, 6. 

(d) Isa, Iv. 8, 9. (e) Isa. Ixvi 18. 
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Olirist rejected, the Holy Ghost resisted, religion cor- 
rapted, the word of God disregarded, and what follows 1 
The extermination and perdition of the race, and God, 
with wearied and exhausted patience, abandoning his 
original plan as impossible of realization in such a world ? 
No, not that ; but, '^ I will gather all nations and 
tongues, and they shall come and see my glory !" Most 
emphatically His thoughts are higher than ours ! Here, 
indeed, are arrangements in view of the rejection of the 
Heir, worthy of Infinite wisdom. 

And so with regard also to the movements of the con- 
fedei*ate nations against Zion in the latter day. His over- 
ruling thoughts a/re again referred to as the secret of the 
success of His purposes, " Now also many nations are 
•gathered against thee, that say, Let her be defiled, and let 
our eye look upon Zion. But they know not the thoughts 
of the Lord, neither uudei-stand they His counsel; for He 
shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor.'* And 
then, continidng the metaphor, He calls upon beleagured 
Zion, " Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion ; for I will 
make thine horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass : 
and thou sbalt beat in pieces many people : and I will 
consecrate their gain unto the Lord, and their substance 
unto the Lord of the whole earth." (a) They come to 
destroy God*s city, and He does not prevent their warlike 
journey, but when they think the prize within their grasp 
they suddenly fall to rise no more. How true is that 
word, " There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor 

(a) Mic. iv. 11— la 
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counsel against the Lord ;" (a) for, however subtle and 
well-arranged their plans of procedure, with the view to 
subvert His authority, He has said, " I will punish the 
world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity ; 
and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and 
will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible." (b). All 
the widely-diffused action against the sovereiguty of 
Jesus will come to nought ; it is so decreed ; and, "tho 
zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform it." Here is our 
argument, our battle cry, and our strength. " God hath 
spoken once j twice have I heard this ; that power belongeth 
unto God." (c) " God is not a man that he should lie ; 
neither the son of man that he should repent; hath He said 
and shall He not do it 1 or hath He spoken, and shall He 
not make it good 1 " (d) 

The gi'eat principle of unalterable determination on 
the pai-t of Jehovah to do His will on earth, however 
men may imagine that they have done their will iu oppo- 
sition to His, is thus stated, in language remarkable for 
its calm strength : "The Lord of Hosts hath sworn, say- 
ing. Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass ; 
and as I have purposed so shall it stand ; that I will break 
the Assyrian in my land, and upon my mountains tread 
him under foot ; then shall his yoke depart from off 
them, and his burden depart from off their shoulders. 
This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole 
earth ; and this is the hand that is stretched out upon 
all the nations. For the Lord of Hosts hath purposed, 

(a) Pro. xxi. 30. (b) Isa. xiii. 11. 

'(c) Psa. Ixii. 11. (d) Num. xxiii 19. 
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and who sliaJl disannul it 1 and His hand is stretched 
out, and who shall turn it back f " (a) This principle is 
repeatedly mentioned hy inspired men in various connec- 
tions, and its application to the subject before us is too 
obvious to require ai^ument " The Lord of Hosts hath 
purposed to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into 
contempt all the honourable of the earth." This to Tyre, 
"the crowning city;" and, still keepiug our eye upon the 
Divine side of things, we see the inspired prophet writing : 
'^ He stretched out His hand over the sea, He shook the 
kingdoms ; the Lord hath given a commandment against 
the merchant city to destroy the strongholds thei'eof." (b) 
So with regaixl to the princes of Zoan, and " the wise 
counsellors of Pharaoh," it is asked, " Where are they ? 
where are thy wise men ? and let them tell thee now, 
and let them know what the Lord of Hosts hath purposed 
upon Egypt" (c) No, they knew nothing about it. His 
purposes will be accomplished, wisely, perfectly, and to 
the very letter, whilst the infatuated actors in the world's 
drama are blindly supposing that they have all their own 
way. " For I am God," He says, " and there is none 
else ; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the 
end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things 
that are not yet done, saying. My counsel shall stand, and 
I will do all My pleasure : calling a ravenous bird from 
the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far 
country ; yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to 
pass ; I have purposed it, I will also do it." (d) 

<a) Isa. xiv. 24-27. (b) Isa. xxiii. 9, 11. 

(c) Isa. xix. 12. (d) Dm. xlri. 9—11. 
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There are also many most instructive passages in rela- 
tion to God's forekno^^ledge of human conduct, and His 
purposes in connection therewith, two or three of which 
may be looked at. ^' I have declared the former things 
from the beginning; and they went forth out of my 
mouth, and I shewed them ; I did them suddenly, and 
they came to pass. Because / knew that thou art obsti- 
nate, and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass ; 
I have even from the beginning declared it to thee ; before 
it came to pass I shewed it thee ; .... for / knew thcA 
ihou wauldest deal very treacherotisli/, and wast called a 
transgressor from the womb." (a) ''Thus saith the Lord, 
Thus have ye said, O house of Israel ; for / know the 
things thcU come into your mindy every one of them." (b) 
<< Whom he did foreknow he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of His Son." (c) " Elect accord- 
ing to the foreknowledge of God the Father." (d) 

Truly, " the Lord is wonderful in counsel , and excellent 
in working," (e) and his doings towards the children of 
men will foi-m the theme of admiring and adoring study 
in the ages to come, as they do now to all who love Him ; 
with this difference, that " when that which is perfect 
has come " we shall see with clearer eye, and apprehend 
with a stronger grasp of \mderstanding, whilst our admi- 
ration of the Great Worker will rise in proportion to the 
breadth of our view. 

Even now and here, with all the weight of mortality 

<a) Isa. zlyiii 3—8. (b) Ezek. zi 5. 

(c) Rom. viii 29. (d) 1 Pet L 2. 

(e) Isa. zxyiii. 29. 
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npon us, and with the dimness of vision consequent upon 
our impeifect spiritual condition, we sometimes get 
glimpses of the Divine procedure in relation to our race, 
which compel us to wonder and worship. We see good • 
brought out of evil, in a way that reveals the presence of 
Infinite skill and Infinite love; whilst the evil still retains 
its character, and is actually seen in its most abhorrent 
features in the very light of the good that is brought out 
of it ! In the counsels of God, Jesus is a lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world, but that fact of eternal 
arrangement, so far from mitigating the crime of those 
who killed the Heir, iutensifies it beyond utterance. The 
personal and official dignity, and the sacred character of 
the betrayed and murdered Lord, reveal the unparalleled 
enormity of the crime ; and every blessing that reaches 
man through the good that God resolved to bring out of 
this evil, pours increased light upon the everlasting con- 
trast between good and eviL The murder of the man 
Christ Jesus was the foulest deed on which the sun ever 
shone. No ; we correct ourselves ; the sun did not shine 
upon that deed ; but God's purpose to widen the sphere 
of His operations with regard to man, and to save the 
world through His death must be kept at an immeasur- 
able distance from the actors in that dismal tragedy. He 
is in no conceivable way accountable for what they did. 
The deed which darkened the heavens, and shook the 
earth, and rent the temple vail, and startled some of the 
dead ioto life, was all their own : and if Grod, in surpass- 
ing wisdom and mercy, chose to make the victim of human 
malice the sin-bearer for the world, the amazing arrange- 
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ment is all Hjs own. The two ideas must be kept eter- 
nally distinct. God's sphere of action is above and beyond 
theirs, a high and holy region of whose existence they 
di*eamt not. Co-workers with Him they were not in any 
sense. The very thought is blasphemy. They were 
" murderers," and the fiewt that they were so will remain 
a fact through all eternity, though I doubt not that some 
of them have been saved by the blood they spilt, and have 
obtained everlasting life through the. death they iniiicted. 
But this latter fact is the result of arrangements of which 
they knew nothing at the time, and of counsels in which 
neither they nor any other of God's creatures had part. 
If it pleased Jehovah to lay on the blessed Being whom 
wicked men crucified " the iniquity of us all," that most 
gracious substitutionary arrangement was plainly the result 
of mutual counsel between the Father and the Son. and 
the Jewish inilers had no more to do with it than they had 
with the creation of the heavens and the earth. The deed 
of man is one thing, the decree of Grod is another ; in 
motive, essence, and object they are everlastingly distinct, 
and we must not for one moment blend them together, or 
we shall introduce confusion where order is above all 
things necessary. 

We have said that it was one of the purposes of Gk)d to 
widen the sphere of His gracious operations in the world 
when Christ should be rejected by the Jews. One 
remarkable prophecy in Isaiah makes this very clear. 
You remember the occasion when our Lord, just before 
His death, gazed with tender compassion upon the city, 
and used these pathetic words, << O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
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thoa that killest the prophetSy and stonest tbem which 
ire sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered ihj 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and je wotdd not ! Behold, your house 
is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, ye shall 
not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord." (a) Now, turn 
to the prophecy, in the forty-ninth of Isaiah, and you 
will find this very complaint of failure in the gathering 
of Israel anticipated by seyen centuries. '^ Then I said, 
I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for 
nought^ and in vain ; yet, surely my judgment is with the 
Lord, and my work with my God." Mark the answer of 
God to this mournful cry from the lips of the Messiah of 
foreseen rejection : — " And now, saith the Lord that 
formed me £rom the womb to be his servant, to bring 
Jacob again to Him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet 
shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God 
shall be my strength." Here was consolation. Jehovah 
would still look upon him with ineffable love, although 
when He should appear the nation would utterly reject 
Him. This was much. To have the approval of Him 
that sent Him was a rich fund of joy; but still the weight 
was on His heart, and the complaint upon His lips, " / 
have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength /or nought, 
and in vamP The Son desired to see some results of His 
labour, as well as to have His Father^s approval. Well ! 
it shall be so. Listen to the glorious oracle that imme- 

(a) Matt, xziii. 37—39. 
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diately follows : " And he said, It is a light thing that 
thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel : I will 
also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth." 
What a flood of blessed light falls thus upon the dm- 
tressing darkness ! what a rush of joy into the heart of 
the Messiah ! ^ Israel will abhor and reject Thee, my 
servant whom I uphold, mine elect, in whom my soul 
delighteth. I know they will, but Thy work shall be no 
fidlure. Thou shalt do for me something greater far than 
the gathering of Israel Thou shalt be the light of the 
Gentiles, and my salvation to the ends of the earth. I 
will make Thy rejection by Isiuel the occasion of light. 
Thy death the medimn of life, to the world.' Most 
wonderful, most beneficent purpose ! God's complacency 
in His Son, God's compassion on a sinful world, come 
out here in a manner that captivates the imagination, and 
fills the soul with praise. 

And then the prophecy proceeds to matters of detail : 
'' Thus saith the Lord, the Kedeemer of Israel, aud His 
Holy One, to Him whom man despiseth, to Him whom 
the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulei*s. Kings shall 
see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the 
Lord that is faith^l, and the Holy One of Israel, and 
He shall choose thee. Thus saith the Lord, In an accept- 
able time have I heard Thee, and in a day of salvation 
have I helped Thee; andl will preserve Thee, and give Thee 
for a covenant of the people to establish the earth, to 
oause to inherit the desolate heritages j that Thou mayest 
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say to the prisoners, Go forth : to them that are in dark- 
ness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and 
their pastures shall be in all high places. They shall not 
hunger nor thirst ; neither shall the heat nor sun smite 
them ; for He that hath mercy on them shall lead them, 
even by the springs of water shall He guide them. And 
I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways 
shall be exalted. Behold, these shall come from far ; 
and lo, these from the north and from the west ; and these 
from the land of Sinim." And the very next prediction on 
the prophet's roll, as if to complete the picture of mercy's 
triumphs over the nation's guilt, and to set an ample joy 
before our blessed Lord, shows us that the time shall 
come when Israel shall be remembered and gathered to 
the standard of the Messiah. 

I might here remind you also how €k)d had arranged 
the affairs of the world, with the view of facilitating His 
own comprehensive purposes ; how the sceptre had de- 
parted from Judah and a lawgiver from between his 
feet when the Shiloh came, so that when rejected by the 
Jews He died a Roman death ; how Palestine was a van- 
quished province of that colossal empire which had made 
the world its own ; how all nations were in expectation 
of some wondrous Being who was to revolutionize society 
from its foundations, and introduce a reign of heaven 
upon earth ; how, consequently, the tragic story of the 
death, and the wondrous rumour of the resurrection, of 
Him who claimed to be the Son of God, was told every- 
where, and made a profound impression throughout the 
Roman world ; and how the very policy of the Jewish 
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rulers, which led to the crucifixion of Jesus as a peace- 
offering to Rome, hastened the catastrophe they dreaded, 
in the destruction of the city and temple, and the scatter- 
ing of the miserable remnant who survived the unex- 
ampled horroi*s of that unexampled siege ; but I do not 
choose to enlarge on these things, instructive as they are. 
Scripture itself is our sure guide in this investigation, 
and it shows most clearly that in Heaven's eternal pur- 
pose respecting the restoration of mggi and man's world, 
the rejection of the Heir of all things by the people who 
were waiting for Him, and upon whom He had so many 
claims, was foreseen ; and, in the wondrous grace of God, 
selected as the occasion of manifesting His character and 
exhibiting the resources of His infinite wisdom. " The 
King of the Jews," most certainly the rejected One was ; 
and He will be acknowledged as such yet ; but when He 
was "cut off" He chose to become the atoning priest for 
the world, and the incense of His all-perfect sacrifice still 
ascends to God as a sweet-smelling savour ; and all who 
come to Grod by Him are assured of a higher life, even 
life for evermore. Sin has abounded unto death in our 
world, even to the death of the sinless Jesus by wicked 
hands ; but it was in the counsels of God that He should 
become a curse for us ; and grace has consequently super- 
abounded ; the curse has been turned into a blessing ; and 
that which seemed so fatally against us has secured our 
eternal happiness. Thanks be to God for all this ! 
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IV. 
THE DISPENSATION OF GRACE. 

"the word was made flesh, Ain> DWELT AMONG US . . . 
FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH." . . . "THE LAW WAS GIVEN 
BT MOSES; GRACE AND TRUTH CAME BT JESUS CHRIST.'' — 

Jo7m L l^ 17. 

**THE LAW ENTERED THAT THE OFFENCE MIGHT ABOUND; BUT 
WHERE SIN ABOUNDED GRACE DID MUCH MORE ABOUND ; THAT 
AS SIN HATH REIGNED UNTO DEATH, EVEN SO MIGHT GRACE 
REIGN THROUGH RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO ETERNAL LIFE BY 
JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. "— i?07ll. V. 20, 21. 

" FOR BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED THROUGH FAITH ; AND THAT NOT 
OF YOURSELVES ; IT IS THE GUT OF GOD ; NOT OF WORKS, 
LEST ANY MAN SHOULD BOAST."--.^A. ii 8, 9. 

Gbace is kindness, favour, benignity, free giffc^ un- 
deserved blessing. Dispensation is the economy or 
arrangement duiing whose continuance God deals with 
His creatures in any given way. Its duration is fixed by 
Him who does all things according to the counsel of His 
own will. The dispensation of law began with Sinai in 
the wilderness, and ended with Calvary when the Lord 
was crucified. The dispensation of grace began when the 
Gospel was sent to the Gentiles, and will end when the 
Church is removed from the world. Then will begin the 
dispensation of judgment, or righteousness, when the 
Lord in righteousness will judge the earth. More strictly 
still, the dispensation of grace began at the day of Pente- 
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cost, and will close at the second coming of Christ. This 
is the Age or world in which it is our privilege to live ; 
and when the next age, or world to come, shall begin, we, 
if we avail ourselves of the grace that now reigns, shall 
then reach a higher, better, and more peifect state of 
being than can be reached in the flesh. 

The dispensation of grace has lasted already nearly 
nineteen centuries, a very long period in the estimation of 
beings so short-lived as we are, but God's eras, or ages, 
are not to be measured by our narrow conceptions. The 
horizon before His eye ; the vast circumference through 
which His thoughts range ; the number of worlds to be 
influenced, directly or indirectly, by His all-embracing 
purposes ; and the ends to be served through countless 
ages by what He has done and will yet do in connection 
with this mysterious world, are all immeasurably beyond 
our ken. Our reach of sight in these directions is 
extremely feeble. Much has been revealed, much more, 
in fact, than many of us think ; but the unrevealed — 
because by us impossible of comprehension — must> from 
the nature of the case, be inconceivably vast in extent 
and wonderful in character. This much, however, is 
certain : God has been pleased to select man's dwelling- 
place as the scene of surprising exhibitions of His wisdom 
and power. He has pre-eminently distinguished it among 
its sister stars, h living made it the centre of influences 
that actually reach His own throne and stretch far away 
across ages upon ages, for which man has no arithmetic. 

Hitherto all that we have seen, fearfully dark from the 
merely human point of view though much of it is, has 
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nevertheless been of a progressive order from a lower to a 
higher state of things. Each movement on God*s part 
has been in advance, a slow but steady development of 
some inconceivably great purpose upon which His mind 
has been fixed " from the beginning ere ever the earth 
was." That the dispensation of grace, dating from the 
fall of Judaism, is such a step in advance, such an addi- 
tional unfolding of a settled purpose of action, there can 
be no doubt. Hear the apostle of the nations, the great 
minister of grace to the world outside Judea : " Do we 
begin again to commend ourselves 1 or need we, as some 
others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of 
commendation from you 1 Ye are our epistle written in 
our hearts, known and read of all men ; manifestly de- 
clared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, 
written not with iuk, but with the Spirit of the living God ; 
not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 
And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward. 
Nob that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything 
as of ourselves ; but our sufficiency is of God ; who also 
hath made us able ministers of the New Testament ; not 
of the letter, but of the spirit; for the letter killeth but 
the spirit giveth life. But if the ministration of death, 
written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the 
children of Israel could not steadfastly behold the face 
of Moses for the glory of his countenance— which glory 
was to be done away — how shall not the ministi-ation of 
the spirit be rather glorious 1 For if the ministration of 
condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration 
of righteousness exceed in glory. For even that which 
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was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason 
of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done 
away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is 
glorious."(a) This is admirable testimony to the superi- 
ority of the dispensation of grace over that of law ; and 
the witness is unexceptionable, for he personally knew 
both diiripensations. Besides, the words are not Paul's 
only, but the inbreathing of the Holy Spirit, the testi- 
mony of that Spirit who knows the mind of God. 

Here, then, we see at once that the Christian age is 
incompai-ably superior to the Mosaic. It brings God so 
much nearer to His ultimate goal. He is not thrown 
back by the crime" that " crucified the Lord of Glory," but 
makes it the occasion of rending the symbolic veil, of 
throwing down the partition which divided the unclean 
Gentile from the consecrated Jew, of nailing to the cross 
the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, of 
abolishing, for a time at least, the entire ceremonialism of 
the Levitical code, of enlarging the locality upon which 
Divine light shone, from a small province of the Roman 
empire to the entire worl 1, and of comoiiasioning the 
messengers — not of law, but of grace — to carry tidings of 
mei-cy to every nation under heaven. The Jews have 
slain the hope of the nation to whom every part of their 
gorgeous ritualism pointed, and now that ritualism can no 
longer hold together. Its preparatory work is done, its 
testimony is delivered, its machinery set aside, and the 
nation itself disiippears from the map of the world. The 
fall of Judea, and with it Judaism— for without the 
(a) 2 Cor. iii 1—11. 
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temple Judaism is impossible — was to the eye of the Jew 
nothing but overwhelming disaster, a dismal, a terrific 
calamity ; but in God's wondrous plan it was the recon- 
ciling of the world. When wicked hands killed the 
Prince of Life, God's hands opened wide, not to grasp hot 
thunderbolts to wrap our world in unquenchable fire, but 
to pour life and salvation across the vast deserts of idola- 
try, life and salvation without money, without price, 
without obedience to any law, freeXjf freely — it was the 
actual inauguration of the gentle dispensation of grace, 
the best, most blessed, most beneficent economy the world 
has hitherto seen. The special privileges of Judaism 
were contracted within a narrow sphere ; the dispensation 
of law was for the Jews only ; and during its continu- 
ance God *' sufiered all nations to walk in their own 
ways."(a) The times of that ignorance He winked at, 
but now He commandeth all men everywhere to repent. 
The dispensation of grace is for the world, and it turns 
upon the Divine itoiai of simple belief in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is a dispensation of testimony regarding the 
Son of God ; that God is in him reconciling the world 
unto Himself, not imputing unto men their trespasses. 
" For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not His 
Son into the world to condemn the world ; but that the 
world through Him might be saved. "(b) This testimony 
pervades the New Testament. Its sublime simplicity 

(a) Acto ziv. 16. (b) John iii 16, 17. 
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meets us constantly, " If we receive the witness of men," 
writes John, " the witness of God is greater ; for this is 
the witness of Grod which He hath testified of His Son. 
He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself. He that believeth not God hath made Him a 
liar ; because he believeth not the record that Crod gave 
of His Son. And this is the record, that God hath given 
to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son."(a) 

The presentation of Divine testimony, the truth to be 
believed, is the grand feature of this economy. Hear what 
the apostle Paul says about the subject of his ministry. 
" For the love of Christ constraineth us ; because we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead ; 
and that He died for all, that they who live should not 
henceforth live imto themselves, but unto Him who died 
for them, and rose again. Wherefore henceforth know 
we no man after the flesh ; yea, though we have known 
Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we Him 
no more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature ; old things are passed away ; behold all 
things are become new. And all things are of God, who 
hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation, to wit, that 
God was in Christ reconciling the world imto Himself; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 
Now then," — ^what am I and my fellow-apostles in conse- 
quence of this new and most merciful state of things ? — 
'<we are ambassadors for Christy as though God did 

(a) 1 John V. 9, 10. 
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beseech you by us ; we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God. For He hath made Him to be sin for us 
who knew no sin ; that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him."(a) This was apostolic ministry. 
It was a presentation to " sinners of the Gentiles," men 
who had not been placed under the dispensation of law, 
and who were living without God in the world, of the 
full benefits of a purely Divine scheme of reconciliation, 
on the simple ground of belief. If they would but 
believe the testimony, all the blessings to which that 
testimony referred should be theirs. No matter what 
their character had been. There was no moral prepara- 
tion required on their part, no obedience to any law 
exacted, no process of introductory improvement enjoined. 
Eveiy objection is met, every difficulty removed, every 
barrier broken down ; all things are ready ; all things 
are of God ; be ye reconciled. Accept the perfect recon- 
ciliation just as you are, here and now, without money, 
without price, without merit, without previous purifica- 
tion, for it is the dispensation of grace, of gift, not of 
works. The treasures of heaven are opened, and the 
Sovereign, with Divine munificence, is giving, without 
stint, without question as to character, to all who come. 
Sunk in the most abominable idolatry, debased, polluted, 
unutterably vile you may be. Well, this is all known, 
and because it is all known, the arrangement has been so 
made as entirely and fully to meet your case. It is for 
you, the helpless, the lost ; God's redeeming love through 

(a) 2 Cor. v. 14—21. 
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Christ comes to you, meets yoii, asks an entrance into 
your hearts, an abiding place in your souls. You are not 
asked to give, but to take ; not to do work, but to be 
reconciled. You are offered life, character, privilege, 
immortality as the gift of God, 

Let any man read the loathsome description of heathen- 
dom in the first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans— a 
description fully borne out by such writings of the 
heathens themselves as have reached us, and by the testi- 
mony of our missionaries --and then ask himself what could 
meet the case of such persons, if it was to be met at all, 
but a system of transcendent grace, purely Divine in its 
origin and application 1 But the case of such brutalized, 
demonized, human beings has been met successfully, tri- 
umphantly, in millions of cases. Just listen to this : 
"To all that be in Home, beloved of God, called to be 
saints : Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world."(a) In Rome ! Ay, these are the very 
words. K grace won such triumphs there, the new dispen- 
sation has proved itself the wisdom of God and the power 
of God unto salvation. 

In truth, the glorious character of the ever-blessed God 
has been unfolding itself through past dispensations ; over 
the darkness of the world's ignorance, and sin, and 
misery, Hia light shines, and by what He has done and is 
doing we see indeed that " God is love," and " God is 

(a) Bom. L 7, 8. 



68 THE ROTAL BIGHTS OF THE LORD JESUS. 

light." For myself I most surely believe that the dark 
problem of the universe will be so solved by Him in due 
time as to command the admiration, wonder, and grati- 
tude of every created intelligence. I believe without 
difficulty, nay, in my case the difficulty would be not to 
believe it — that the time is coming when " every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them," will be heard saying, " Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever."(a) Nor 
will this universal concert of adoration be the restdt of 
an all -commanding power which may no longer be 
resisted, or of an all-subduing authority which makes 
continued opposition fruitless madness, but the spon- 
taneous utterance of intelligent conviction that a wisdom 
so profound deserves the highest tribute of admiration, 
and a love so strong the most fervent expressions of 
praise. For though all-commanding power, as we shall 
see in a future lecture, will be put forth for a specific pur- 
pose, and for a brief period, when Divine right asserts 
itself against diabolic usurpation, yet the great law of 
constraining love, the normal principle which overcomes 
evil with good, will unquestionably retain its ascendancy 
to the last, so that the loyalty of creaturehood will ulti- 
mately be the result of the grace of the Godhead. 

The dispensation under which we live is both a develop- 
ment and an initiation. It illustrates the dispensations 
that have preceded it ; it suggests the essential character 
(a) Bev. Y. 13. 
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of those that are to follow. It is itself neither a first nor 
a last economy, but an interpretation of its predecessors 
and a herald of the ages to come. It takes up man just 
as he is, a creature for whom law can do nothing, " in 
that it is weak through the flesh/' and proposes to make 
him a new creature under the sanction of Gospel, or good 
news from heaven. It finds him devil-possessed, and 
speaks of making him a temple of the Holy Ghost. It 
sees him wofully degraded, and utters in his ear words 
of deep significance concerning the formation in his heart 
of Christ the hope of glory. But fi*om the indisputable 
fact that the mass of mankind are destitute, even under 
the dispensation of grace^ of the gracious character which 
results from the belief of the record, it is not too much to 
infer that the ages to come will witness fresh develop- 
ments of the wisdom and love of Crod, yet all associated 
with and springing out of the priestly work and royal 
rights of our ever blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Some of the leading characteristics of the dispensation, 
which give it its peculiarity, may be briefly noted. 

It is an age in which God deals with men as indi- 
vidtuds. Nations are merged in the higher idea of a 
world, and social distinctions in the higher idea of 
humanity. Hence the Gospel of grace is preached alike, 
and on precisely the same terms, to Jew and Greek, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond and free. There were saints 
among the aristocracy of Cessar^s household ; there were 
elsewhere poor saints for whom it was necessary to collect 
the gifts of the charitable; but the parties thus distin- 
guished in worldly circumstances, had been addressed as 
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sinners needing mercy, when the Gospel was first preached 
to them. They had been spoken to, not as nobles in the 
one case, and as peasants in the other, but as men who, in 
common with the entire race, had " come short of the 
glory of God," and salvation through Jesus by faith was 
set before them for acceptance. They did accept it, and 
thus became saints — ^men separated, set apart from a 
common to a sacred use, delivered from the slavery of sin 
into the freedom with which Christ makes free. 

And so it is still. Salvation is proclaimed on the same 
condition to all ranks, classes, and conditions of men. 
There is no refined aspect of it for the cultured, and a 
more common one for the untrained. It is a '^ common 
salvation " for men who are altogether helpless withoutit. 
He who wields a sceptre and he that handles the plough 
are invited to the same feast. The man who counts his 
gold by millions, and the ragged beggar, are equally wel- 
come to the royal dainties of God's priceless banquet. 
The philosopher, who has discovered and described the 
laws of nature, and the peasant who cannot read the 
alphabet, are urged to come, and take, and live for ever. 
Caste, tribe, parentage, position, rank, class, country, are 
all [nothing. The sinner and the Saviour alone come 
before us on this broad field of Divine beneficence, and if 
these meet and speak to each other, all is well. iNot, be 
it observed, that Christianity ignores social classifications. 
So far from that, it fully recognises them ; but its terms 
to every member of every class in society are precisely 
the same 

It is an age of toleration, that is, of Divine long-suffer- 
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ing and patience. The blasphemer is not stoned, the 
man gathering sticks on the Sabbath day is not put to 
death, and the unclean is not driven beyond the pale of 
society. Grod waits with men ; waits to be gracious ; and 
bears long with the rejecters of His Son and the despisers 
of His grace. The overwhelming multitude are practical 
atheists. They are living without God in the world. 
He is to them as a Being who has no existence ; and yet 
they are not smitten down by visible judgments, nor 
hun-ied away in his wrath. On the contrary, they are 
daily watched over and cared for by His bountiful provi- 
dence. Their wants are supplied, their necessities are 
anticipated, their lot in life is arranged. To many of 
them he gives gold and grandeur, and much worldly 
influence. His sun shines upon, his- showers soften their 
broad acres. But they return no love, feel no gratitude, 
express no thanks, and they continue from yeai* to year 
turning a deaf ear to the message of reconciliation, 
resisting the Holy Ghost, and t]*ampling on the blood of 
Christ. Still, however. He bears with them, and looks 
with unutterable complacency upon the Man of His right 
hand, who continues to make intercession for the trans- 
gressors. This feature of the dispensation is very remark- 
able, and genuine Christians, but with limited views of 
the Divine arrangements, have often been startled by' it. 

But there is another aspect of this day of toleration, 
which, in some respects, is still more remarkably illustra- 
tive of the Divine forbearance. There are those who give 
Him the bended knee instead of prayer, and the words of 
sacred song upon the lips instead of praise ; those who 
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profess to seek a city which hath foundations, whose buil- 
der and maker is Grod, but who are all the time wedded 
to their worldly lusts, and bent upon the things of time 
and sense as the highest good of human existence. They 
profess to be the followers of Christ ; but they lie unto 
the Lord with their tongues, and mock Him by a misera- 
able formalism, without heart or life. Yet our Grod bears 
with them too. How gracious he is, how slow to anger ! 

And then His own children must bear testimony to 
His patience. They feel that they cannot do otherwise, 
for they often wonder that He has borne so long with 
their deficiencies, shortcomings, errors, spots, and manifold 
follies. 

Another important feature of this age is, that it is an 
elective dispenscUion. This fact is singularly significant. 
It has meanings which touch both Grod and man« So far 
as God is concerned, it sheds fresh glory upon His name ; 
but it tells a dismal tale of blindness and stupidity on the 
part of men. If God has adopted the principle of election 
in a dispensation of grace — grace within grace, so to 
speak — you may be sure that there are most weighty 
reasons for it. But that He has adopted that principle is 
beyond dispute. Various views are given of New Testament 
election by the different theological schools ; but that the 
doctrine is there no one dreams of denying. I have no 
wish, at this time, to disturb either the Arminian or 
the Calvinistic theory of election; although I accept 
neither as usually presented : my object being, first, to 
state a demonstrable fiict, and then to look at the weighty 
lessons it suggests. I say demonstrable fact^ for do we 
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not see the visible evidence of it around us daily ? We 
are witnesses that God is taking out of the nations a 
people for His name. We are personally, intimately, 
acquainted with men who love God and delight in His 
service. We also know men who cannot bear to think of 
Him, and whose whole lives are spent in opposition to 
His will. But, remember, the dispensation of gi*ace has 
preached salvation full and free to all. Whence then this 
marked distinction ? The answer, so &r as the fact is 
concerned, is, some have believed the truth, and some 
have not ; and the answer, so far as the doctrine which 
lies behind the fact is concerned, is, had not Qod chosen, 
and, in consequence of choice, drawn to himself a certain 
number, none would have believed. To prevent the defeat 
of the great purpose of love, God chose His people in 
Christ from before the foimdation of the world, and we 
now live under an elective dispensation, during the pro- 
gress of which they are gathered. On the one side of this 
great fact we see the darkness into which the human race 
had fallen, and the enmity of their hearts against God, 
which would have universally hindered their reception of 
the humbling truths of the Gospel : and, on the other side, 
we see God, as usual, making sure of every part of His 
great plan of wisdom and grace. 

An elective principle at the heart of a dispensation of 
grace, teaches two things of supreme importance. First, 
that such a dispensation cannot be final ; and, secondly, 
that the elective principle, instead of proving that none 
but the elect will be saved, proves just the contrary. 
'* Simeon hath declared," said James, at the confei*ence of 
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apostles and elders, on the question of compelling Chris- 
tians to keep the law of Moses, "how God at the first 
did visit the Grentiles, to take out of them a people for 
His name." This is the election of the present dispensar 
tion ; but what follows 1 A quotation from the prophet 
Amos, " that afterward the residue of men will seek after 
the Lord," (a) But it is clearer still in the following 
words : " Of his own will begat He us, that we should be 
a kind of first-fruits of His creatures." (b) Surely the 
first-fniits are not the entire produce of the harvest field, 
but the pledge and proof of the abundance that is to 
follow. We have also a vision of those who stand on 
Mount Sion with the Lamb, and concerning them we are 
told, " These were redeemed from among men, being the 
first-fruits unto God and the Lamb." And it is after this, 
when the Church is completed in glory, that John saw 
" Another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and people, and 
tongue." (c) And still further, it is after the vision of the 
Holy City, in which the Bride or Church dwells, that we 
are told that the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the light of it. 

The sublime truth is that election is to the Church, to 
constitute that peculiarly honoured assembly known as 
the body of Christ, the remarkable peculiarities of which 
are clearly described in Scripture. The action of election 
ceases when the Church is completed, which it will be at 

(a) Acts XV. 13-17. (b) Jas. i. 18. (c) Kev. xiv. 6. 



THE DlfiPENSATIOK OP GRACE. 76 

the close of the present dispensation. The numberless 
millions that will be saved afterwards, and have everlasting 
life and happiness, will not be included in the peculiar body 
called "the Church of the First-bom." All the dark and 
dismal shadows which have been supposed to fall from 
election, have actually fallen from a misapprehension of 
its place in the councils of heaven anc^ the dispensation of 
grace. It is a glory and a joy as the harbinger of the 
vast harvests of redeemed men that are to follow. It 
secures the Church, which is the body of Christ ; but to 
say that none are to have everlasting life but the Bride of 
the Lamb, is to say what Scripture fully contradicts. The 
entire mistake has sprung from the groundless assump- 
tion that this is the final dispensation. Besides, every 
careful student of the New Testament must see that the 
dispensation of grace comes to an end while the majority 
of men are still strangers to God ; it follows, therefore, 
that the introduction of the elective principle during this 
age is in pursuance of some great purpose to be developed 
in the next dispensation. This principle, therefore, is a 
bright light thrown forward to give us joy concerning 
future generations in our world, when we, if members of 
Christ's Church, shall be with the King in his celestial 
palace, not in the character of subjects — ^though that we 
shall gladly own — but as His fellow heirs. His body, His 
bride. To look upon this peculiarly honoured assembly 
of the redeemed, therefore, as including all the redeemed 
of all past and future generations and ages, is as absurd 
as to say that the first sheaf is the entire harvest, or that 
no one shares in the privileges and honours of British 
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citizenship, except the Privy Council and the members of 
Her Majest/s household. 

But whilst this bright light shines across the long gene- 
rations of the ages to come, let us see to it that we be 
among the wise virgins who are ready to meet the Bride- 
groom ; for it is a most signal honour, eliciting a voice 
from the very throne of God, " Blessed are they who are 
called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb." (a) 

Finally, it is tlie dispenscUion of the Spirit. The Holy 
Ghost, by the application of the truth concerning Jesus, 
convinces, regenerates, enlightens the mind, leads the 
believer onward, comforts amidst trouble, waters the 
graces He has himself implanted in the hearty nourishes 
the fruits of righteousness, which are to the glory of God, 
draws us into communion with the Lord and with one 
another, and in many other ways nurtures the new life, 
and makes us meet for the inheritance of the saints in 
light. In the personal absence of our blessed Lord, wait- 
ing the time appointed of the Father for enteiing on His 
royal rights, the Holy Ghost is with the Church, accord- 
ing to the promise of the Blessed Master, "And I will 
pray the Father, and He shall give you another comforter, 
that He may abide with you for ever," (b) that is, during 
the age, or dispensation ; which exactly corresponds with 
the last words in Matthew's €k)spel, " Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world ,•" where the same 
Greek word is used, meaning, not the end of the material 
globe, but the end of the present dispensation. The 
Spirit of the Lord is with His people, and has been so 
(a) Rev. xix. 9. (b) John xiv. 16. 
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ever since the day of Pentecost ; and, therefore, when 
men tell us that the second coming of the Lord means a 
spiritual coming, they speak unwisely, for in this sense, 
blessed be His name ! oui* Saviour has never left us. 

I have said that the present age is the dispensation of 
the Spirit ; but I do not mean by that that His agency 
will cease to be employed on earth when He has completed 
the Church and seen it safe in the glory, " without spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing." The work of the Holy Spirit, 
like that of the Father and the Son, continues through 
periods long after the completion of the number of saved 
ones that constitute that heavenly assembly, the Church. 
The time comes wben God will pour out His Spirit upon 
all flesh ; a type and pledge of which was given on the 
Day of Pentecost, when a few unlettered Galileans were 
miraculously qualified to speak of the wonderful works of 
God in a great number of languages, of which they knew 
absolutely nothing. To quote any of the numerous pro- 
phecies which refer to this outpouring of the Holy Ghost 
in the dispensation which follows the removal of the Church 
from the earth is not necessary. The blessed fact is repeat- 
edly declared, and it substantiates and confirms the correct- 
ness of the positions maintained in this lecture regarding 
the dispensation of grace under which we live, and from 
which it will be solely our own fault if we do not obtain 
the highest and most glorious position to which we can 
look forwai'd — ^the privilege, the honour, and the glory of 
being among the nearest to Christ of all created intelli- 
gences throughout the ages of ages which have yet to 
revolve before the mystery of God is finished. 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH. 

" BY BEVELATION HB MADB KNOWN UNTO MB THE MYSTERY . . . 
WHICH IN OTHER AGES WAS NOT MADE KNOWN UNTO THE 
SONS OF MEN, AS IT IS NOW REVEALED UNTO HIS HOLY 
APOSTLES AND PROPHETS BY THE SPIRIT ; THAT THE GENTILES 
SHOULD BE FKLLOW-HEIRS, AND OF THE SAME BODY, AND PAR- 
TAKERS OF HIS PROMISE IN CHRIST BY THE GOSPEL." — Ejph, 

iii. 3—6. 

" CHRIST . . . LOVED THE CHURCH . . . THAT HE MIGHT PRESENT 
IT TO HIMSELF ... WE ARE MEMBERS OF HLS BODY, OF HIS 
FLESH, AND OF HIS BONES." — CK V. 25, 27, 30. 

** THE CHURCH WHICH IS HIS BODY." — Ch, i. 22, 23. 

" HE IS THE HEAD OF THE BODY, THE CHURCH. "— Coi. L 18. 

'* THE . . . CHURCH OF THE FIRST-BORN, WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN 

HEAVEN." — Heb, xii. 23. 

It is impossible to read the New Testament, with any 
degree of attention, without perceiving that it contains 
descriptions of a visible and an invisible, a nominal and 
a real Church. Things are said of the nominal which are 
altogether inapplicable to the real, and of the real which 
caonot be affirmed of the nominal. Unless this im- 
portant distinction be kept in mind, a clear idea of the 
living Church of Christ, which is His body, cannot be 
realized ; but it is of the utmost moment, both for 
doctrinal and practical purposes^ that we should realize 
this idea ; and the means of doing so are not far to 
seek, if we cast aside our hieraichical and denominational 
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notioDS, and take the word of inspiration as our sole 
guide. 

Hierarchy is mentioned in Scripture, and so are the 
divisions into formal communities under different names, 
but they are mentioned only to be condemned. Allusions 
to the foreseen growth of the first are found in such 
cautions as this : " But be not ye called Babbi, for One 
is your Master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren. 
And call no man your father upon earth, for One is 
your Father which is in heaven. • Neither be ye called 
masters, for One is your Master, even Chi-ist." (a) And 
the second is sevei*ely rebuked in the following language : 
" Now, I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, 
and that there be no divisions among you ; but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the 
same judgment. For it hath been declared imto me of 
you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of 
Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this 
I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul, and I 
of ApoUos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ Is Christ 
divided 1 Was Paul crucified for you ] Or were ye 
baptized in the name of Paul?'' (b) And then, after 
showing the folly of the world s wisdom in relation to 
Crod's plan of salvation, and pointing out how God hath 
chosen what the world calls foolish, and weak, and base, 
and despised things, he adds that there is to be no 
glorying except in the Lord, and that he determined 
neither to recognise any of their contentions and divisions, 
(a) Matt yxiii. 8—10. (b) 1 Cor. i. 10—13. 
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nor to adopt the excellency of speech which the world 
admires, resolving to know nothing among them save 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified, even the crucified One 
whose cross was such a stumbling-block to the Jew and 
such folly to the Greek. After this he returns to his 
complaint^ affectionately but earnestly addressing them 
in this manner : '^ And I, brethren, could not speak unto 
you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto 
babes in Christ I have fed you with milk, and not 
with meat, for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, 
neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal ; 
for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and 
divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men ) For 
while one saith, I am of Paul, and another, I am of 
Apollos, are ye not carnal ? Who then is Paul, and 
who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, 
even as the Lord gave to every man 1 I have planted, 
ApoUos watered, but God gave the increase. So then 
neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth, but God that giveth the increase." (a) Alas 1 
these hierarchical assumptions, ''lording it over Crod's 
heritage," reached, as ecclesiastical history proves, the 
full and fearful development shown in vision to the 
Apostle John. '' I saw," says he, " a woman sit upon 
a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, 
-having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman 
was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked 
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a 
golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness 
(a) 1 Cor. iii. 1—7. 
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of her fornication ; and upon her forehead was a name 
written, Mystery^ Babylon the Great, the Mother 
OF Harlots and Abominations of the Earth. And 
I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, 
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus, and when 
I saw her I wondered with great admiration." (a) And 
upon the other hand the jealousies, bitterness, strife, and 
fiei*ce contentions of rival sects or churches, have filled 
our libraries with volumes that breathe anything and 
everything but the meekness and gentleness of Christ. 
It is clear, then, that we cannot look to any visible 
community for the wonderful thing, the mystery hidden 
from past ages, but revealed in apostolic times, as the 
peculiar first-fruits* reward of the rejected Lord. No 
ecclesiastical corporation. Papal or Protestant, and no 
brotherhood of professed desciples of Jesus, has the 
shadow of a right to appropriate to itself the high and 
honoui-able designation of ^^The Church," By whom- 
soever advanced, this assumption must be regarded, not 
I as evidence of apostolic truth, but of fellowship with the 
apostasy of Christendom foreshadowed in our Lord's 

arables, predicted by the Apostles, and signified by the 

etters to the seven symbolic churches in the book of 

Revelation. 
It is no pleasant task to dwell upon the dark side 
a great subject, but when duty calls choice must 

Btire; and unquestionably it is better for us to know 
ruth, though it may disturb our fond notions, than 

(a) Rev. xvii. 3—6. 
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to be deluded by an agreeable fiction, the hollowness of 
which must be i*evealed some day, however long covered 
by ecclesiastical artifice. To search the Scriptures for 
the truth, and to believe and proclaim that truth when 
found, is certainly the duty of all who have received 
Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. To maintain a theory 
simply because it has grown up in an ecclesiastical com- 
munity, and been associated with it as part of its general 
belief, is unworthy of any one who would stand in the 
light, strong in the faith of revelation, and ready to 
abandon every shred of thought which was merely of 
human manu&x;ture. 

There is a church of God and of Christ in the world, 
but assuredly it is not of it. There is a holy community, 
inhabited by the Holy Ghost, whose members are scattered 
among the several nominal churches ; but all that renders 
it peculiai'ly sacred is heavenly in origin and character, 
and invisible to the human eye. This peculiar kingdom 
of God, the pledge to the heir of all things that His 
resei*ved rights shall be publicly bestowed at the proper 
time, cometh not with observation. Like its Head, it 
does not strive, nor cry, neither does any man hear its 
voice in the streets ; that is to say, expressions of con- 
tention, assertions of supremacy, warlike shouts, come 
not from it. " Behold what manner of love," gratefiilly 
says one of its members, " the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of Gkxl ; therefore " 
— ^Whatl Some distinguishing mark of Divine favour, 
visible to every eye, and commanding the admiration of 
society 1 No ! — " therefore the world knoweth us not, 
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because it knew Him not. " (a) The Lord of glory taber- 
nacled among men ; but who or what He was the world 
neither knew nor cared. It turned away its fece from 
him as unworthy of a moment's attention ; so his chosen 
one, though a partaker of the Divine nature, and destined 
to the enjoyment of heavenly glory, when the Bride- 
groom shall come and claim her for His own, is utterly 
unknown in her real character, and despised by the 
world as a poor foolish thing, the victim of a diseased 
fancy. She has no right to expect favours from a world 
that gave frowns to Him whom her soul loveth. He 
told her what she was to experience during His absence 
preparing a mansion-for her. " If the world hate you." 
He said, " ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 
If ye were of the world, the world woidd love his own ; 
but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you, 
Kemember the word that I said unto you. The servant 
is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you ; if they have kept my 
saying, they will keep yours also. But all these thiugs 
will they do imto you for my name's sake, because they 
know not Him that sent me." (b) Do not forget these 
things ; keep in mind especially your relationship to me, 
and look not for ease where I have had hatred and 
persecution. The world knows not Him' that sent me, 
knows not me, knows not you. "There standeth one 
among you whom ye know not," (c) said John Baptist to 

(a) 1 John iii, L (b) John xv. 18—21. 

(c) John L 26. 
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the deputation from Jerusalem respecting Jesus. So of 
the Church may it be said to the world, Ye are altogether 
ignorant of whence it is, what it is, and whither it is 
going. 

It is a stranger and a pilgrim here. This is not its 
rest. Its Divine head, its Lord, its life, its all, had not 
where to lay His head, when, with veiled glory, he 
sojourned among men in pursuance of the wondrous 
undertaking which led Him from the regions of un- 
created glory, to this sin-smitten earth ; and it would ill 
become His Church to set her affections on things seen 
and temporal, and to love a world which refused Him a 
lodging. A rest remaineth, and an inheritance is re- 
served for her — a better rest than softest couch of gilded 
palace, and a richer inheritance than ever legacy be- 
queathed to mortal — but she must wait for both until 
the Lord of her heart comes into possession of His royal 
rights. She lives by faith, not by sight All the graces 
that adorn her, the fniits of the Holy Spirit who has 
sealed her to the day of redemption, must be tested by 
the heats and colds, the biting storms and still more 
dangerous calms of dme, and tried by the discipline, often 
severe, but always loving, of a Father *s invisible hand. 
The end in view — the purpose to be served by this 
education in the wilderness — is so exceedingly important, 
both as it relates to God's ultimate design, and her own 
qualification for the destiny that awaits her, that counsels 
to patience are found to be the very voice of Fatherly love. 
" Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations ; 
knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
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patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing." (a) When 
the mind of the Christian is in full sympathy with that 
of his Lord, he sees in such an admonition a depth of 
most blessed meaning. "I reckon," said one who was 
privileged to have an extraordinary insight into the 
mystery of the Church — " I reckon," — I have come to 
this certain conclusion — '' that the sufferings of the 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us. "(b) And again, 
"For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant 
grace might, through the thanksgiving of many, redound 
to the glory of God. For which cause we faint not ; but, 
though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory ; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but 
the things which are not seen are eternal" (c) 

Men who speak thus, declare plainly that they are on 
a journey ; that the roughness of the road, though it pains 
and incommodes them, only strengthens the purpose to 
press forward ; that their lofty aspirations soar beyond 
the highest heights of human ambition ; that tlieir hearts 
are set on a prize which will retain its lustre and value, 
when the grandeur and glory of earth's glittering coronets 
and crowns shall be forgotten for ever, or remembered only 

(a) JameB i. 2 — 4. (b) Rom. viiL 18. 

(c) 2 Cor. iv. 16—18. 
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as the meteoric flashes of a hollow dream ; that though 
the tempest sweep, and the lightning flash, and the 
thunder roll, they, cannot, will not, shall not turn back ; 
and thus animated by a voice heard, and sustained by an 
arm felt, only by themselves, they will continue their 
marvellous, God-ward pilgrimage with girded loins, and 
hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto 
them at the revelation of Jesus Christ. What a sublime 
thing is this rising of a heaven-bom soul to God I Where, 
throughout all the regions of human thought, is there 
anything to compare with it 1 Talk of the evidences of 
religion ! Can you with the eye of the spirit, for this 
region is not visible to that of the body^ look upon this 
wonderful fact and ask for evidence 1 Here is the soul, 
tenant for the time of a feeble mortal body, rising in 
adoring confidence and filial love to the very presence of 
Gk>d and the Lamb ; not, be it observed, cherishing the 
hope that at the end of the pilgrimage of discipline, it 
will depart to be with Chiist, for this is quite a different 
thing ; but even now, or at any given period, realizing 
its birthright's bliss in holy communion with the Father 
and the Son. This is no imaginary picture of possible 
privilege at rare intervals ; it is the actual experience of 
the children of God^ the saints who constitute the Church 
of the first-bom. And a wonderfully blessed feet con- 
nected with this is, that in ascending thus to the place 
where Jesus is, so far from feeling like strangers in a 
strange place, the idea of home happiness is there realized 
in the sweetness of a holy peace. " Whom, having not 
seen, ye love ; in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet 
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believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory."(a) 

This brings us to another characteristic of the Church : 
it is a citizen of heaven. This does not mean that the 
place called heaven is the end or local goal of its earthly 
sojourn; but that the citizenship, community, or com- 
monwealth of Christ's people is now in heaven. " For 
our conversation," that is to say, citizenship, "is in 
heaven, from whence also we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall change the body of our 
humiliation, that it may be fashioned like unto his glo- 
rious body, according to the working whereby he is able 
even to subdue all things unto himself" (b) "Blessed 
be the God and Eather of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ; according as he hath chosen us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and without blame before Him in love ; having 
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, to the praise of the glory of his grace ; wherein he 
hath made us accepted in the beloved. " (c) " God, who 
is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were dead in sin, hath quickened us 
together with Christ — by grace ye are saved — and hath 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus." (d) 

These Scriptures, and those of which they are speci- 

(a) 1 Pet. i. 8. (b) PhiL ill 20, 21. 

(c) Eph. i, 3— a (d) Eph. ii 4—6. 
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mens, point to an association with Jesns, too close, too 
sacred, to mean merely something which shall be in the 
future. They describe a present privilege of the most 
hallowed and blessed kind. They can teach nothing 
short of this, that there is a union, nay, a oneness, 
between the Lord and his people, which results in their 
being "drtually wherever He is actually present. The 
high priest of Judaism had the names of the tribes of 
Israel upon the precious stones of his breastplate when 
he appeared before the Lord in the Holy of Holies j but 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the high priest of our profession, 
appears in the presence of God, not only as our fore- 
runner and representative, but as embodying his people 
in himself. The arrangement of the eternal purpose, in 
respect to this, is truly wonderfuL He is there, not for 
Himself merely, but for His Church. Hence Paul writes, 
" If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ sitteth cm the right hand of God. 
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth." Why 1 " For ye are dead," dead to sin, cruci- 
fied with Christ, ''and your life is hid with Christ in 
God." (a) This last position is uncommonly beautiful 
and suggestive. Where are saints, that is the reality of 
them, their life, themselves, not their earthly shadows ? 
In heaven, " hid with Christ in God," until the time of 
their Lord's appearing. The life of the Church is in the 
keeping of the ascended Saviour, and He is able to keep 
it until the day of his return, when both He and His 

(a) CoL iii. 1, 2. 
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saints will for the first time, always excepting the typical 
glance on the mount of transfiguration, become visible in 
unveiled glory. Nay, further, as if to show the impossi- 
bility of any church-life apart from Christ, it is imme- 
diately added that He Himself is our life : " When 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear with Him in glory." (a) In this direction of 
thought, indeed, we cannot speak of Christ and His 
Church as separate. He is the head, they are the mem- 
bers ; He is the life, they are the body he animates. 
Hence such glowing gems of speech as these : " In Him 
was life ; and the life was the light of men." (b) " I am 
the resurrection and the life." (c) " I am the way, the 
truth, and the life." (d) "The life was manifested, and 
we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you 
that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was 
manifested unto us." (e) " God hath given to us etei-nal 
life, and this life is in His Son." (f) " The Church which 
is His body."(g) "He is the head of the body, the 
Church." (h). 

From all this then it is clear that the union of the 
saints with their ascended Lord constitutes them citizens 
of heaven. Virtually where He is there are they ; for 
their life is with Christ, nay, Christ is their life. For 
any members of this celestial community, therefore, this 
body of the heavenly calling, to pass their days amidst 
the surging billows of doubt, or under the dark cloud of 

(a) CoL iii. 4. (b) John i. 4. 

(c) John xi 25. (d) John adv. 6. 

(e) 1 John i. 2. (f) 1 John v. 11. 

(g) Eph. L 22, 23. (h) Col. i. 18. 
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unbelief, is a wrong done to Chnst, and a heavy affliction 
brought upon themselves. Let us feel that we have no 
sin that He has not expiated, no sorrow in which He does 
not sympathize, no discipline that He does not conduct 
for our welfare, and no future that is not completely 
under his control, and the animation of a Divine faith 
and a joyous hope will sustain us to the end, whether 
that end be our unclothing or our being clothed upon. 
Let us understand clearly thai we have no life apart from 
Him, no interests which are not His, and no work to do 
in the world but to bear witness for Him, and the cloud- 
shadows of the wilderness will not be interpreted as in- 
terruptions of our communion with the Father and the 
Son, far less as omens that our salvation is in peril, and 
that the work of the Anointed of God is a failure so far 
as we are concerned. These black bewildering thoughts 
have no justification in the record, and we should not 
grieve the Spirit of Christ and rob ourselves of joy by 
cherishing them. 

The Church is the temple of the Holy Ghost. This 
precious truth meets a difficulty which otherwise would 
press heavily upon us. That difficulty may be thus stated. 
Admitting all that you have said respecting the heavenly 
citizenship of the saints, their oneness with Christ their 
life, and their consequent privileges and safety, it must 
be allowed, upon the other hand, that the individuals 
composing this chosen family dwell in mortal bodies, are 
exposed to trials and temptations from the flesh, the 
world, and the devil, and are confessedly insufficient of 
themselves to fight the battle which all this involves. 
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How then is this state of things to be met ? The 
triumphant answer is, It has been met. It was antici- 
pated from the first. Our Lord left not his sorrowing 
ones with only a legacy of tears and a prospect of fierce 
peraecution. He left them the boon of His own peace, 
and the promise of His abiding Spirit. That promise was 
fulfilled at the appointed time, the glorious evidence that 
the Son had taken his place at the Father's right hand, 
the accepted High Priest of the temple not made with 
hands, and the accomplishment of his purpose to conse- 
crate a living temple on earth. Shortly afterwards, con- 
sequently, men in whom that Spirit dwelt, guiding them 
into all truth, could write to their fellow saints in this 
fashion : " Kjiow ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you V (a) "Ye 
are the temple of the living God." (b) " Now therefore 
ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citi- 
zens with the saints, and of the household of God ; and 
are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief comer stone ; in 
whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto 
an holy temple in the Lord ; in whom ye also are builded 
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." (a) 
Thus the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, consecrates the 
saints, and a second time prepares a body for Christ. 
His blessed services to that body are manifold. He 
cleanses, enlightens, cheers, strengthens, leads, checks, 
rebukes, humbles, as the ever varying circumstances of the 

(a) 1 Cor. iiL 16. (b) 2 Cor. vi 16. 

(c) Eph. ii, 1^—22. 
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case may require. By Hiui they are enabled to bear up 
under trials, to appropriate Divine promises, to grow in 
grace, and to live in the world so as in some measure 
to glorify God. Led of the Spirit, they mind the things 
of the Spirit. " For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
Grod, they are the sons of God." (a) He is the Spirit of 
adoption by which they call God Father, the witnessing 
Spirit by whom they know that they are the children of 
God, and the gracious helper of our infirmities ; " for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought ; but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered." (b) He is the distributor of 
the various gifts which the Church needs for mutual edifi- 
cation, and the services to which her Head calls her. 
And He is the sealing Spirit, and the earnest of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased pos- 
session unto the praise of the glory of God. 

All these facts again point to the complete efficacy of 
our blessed Saviour's mediation, in consequence of which 
the Holy Ghost comes down from heaven to dwell and 
operate in the hearts of men whom He first imites to 
Christ. What a thought — the Son of man, at the right 
hand of God in heaven, and the Second Person of the 
Sacred Trinity in the hearts of men upon the earth ! 
What shall we say to these things ? O the boundless 
wisdom of our God, and O the stupendous achievements 
of this blessed Second Adam, Emmanuel, God with us ! 
Surely the sfcory of the Church when it shall form the 
subject of lofty thought and eloquent speech, by un- 
(a) Rom. viii 14. (b) Eom. viii. 26. 
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clouded intelligences in the ages to come, will bring out 
more and more the manifold wisdom of God and the 
exceeding riches of His grace. 

The Church has a glorious fatv/re. In relation to this 
the Holy Ghost is also working. He is making the saints 
meet for their inheritance in light. He is anointing the 
kings and priests of the next dispensation. Sui*ely we 
may conclude that the justification, adoption, separation, 
cleansing, and spiritual training of a man point to a 
future, not of honour and dignity which shall merely 
terminate upon himself, but of high service of some kind 
which shall benefit others and glorify the Lord under 
whose authority and by whose appointment such service 
shall be rendered. It is hardly conceivable that all this 
expenditure of Divine thought, and application of Divine 
agency, and Fatherly watchfulness over His childi'eii 
whilst they are subjected to the chastening which He sees 
necessary, mean nothing more than the perfecting of the 
saints, the reaching forward to the measui-e of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ. If we can glorify God here in 
our nonage, amidst all our follies, and notwithstanding 
our feebleness, by work and labour of love, by kindness, 
forbearance, chanty, by doing good to all men as we have 
opportunity, especially unto them who are of the house- 
hold of faith, is it possible that when we shall have 
acquired our full intellectual and moral powers, shall 
have left behind for ever the burden and the darkness of 
mortality, and stand in all the vigour of perfect men in 
resurrection, there will be no emplojrment for us, no 
honourable service to our great King, — then in possession 
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of his royaJ rights, — and no practical outlet for our won- 
drously strengthened and perfected faculties 1 Who can 
believe this ? The thought is impossible to men who 
find in holy activity one of the joys of existence, and 
whose deep consciousness of obligation to Christ often 
prompts the question " What shall we render to the Lord 
for all his benefits to us 1 " 

The fervour of apostolic prayers for the development of 
grace and the increase of knowledge in the saints, suggests 
that the harvest fruits in resurrection-life of this seed- 
time of being will be something greater £a,r than the lustre 
of a passive glory. That glory will also be seen in active 
service. Under the present dispensation, angels are 
ministering spirits for those who shall be heirs of salva- 
tion ; but unto the angels God hath not put in subjection 
the world to come ; for it will be ruled, under the Prince 
of Peace, by those who are seen in apocalyptic vision, 
sajdng, " Thou art worthy to take the book and to open 
the seals thereof; for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation ; and hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests and we shall reign on the earth." (a) 

In the parable of the Pounds the future sovereignty 
of the saints is clearly exhibited. Because the people 
thought that the kingdom of God should immediately 
appear, our Lord describes a certain nobleman going into 
a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to 
return. He delivers money to his servants, with the 
charge, <^ Occupy till I come.'' On his return, having 
(a) Rev. V. 9, 10. 
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received the kingdom, he investigates the conduct of the 
servants during his absence, rewarding the diligent and 
punishing the indolent. The man whose pound had 
gained ten pounds receives authority over ten cities, and 
he whose pound had gained five, is appointed ruler over 
five cities. Here is the principle which, I doubt not, 
will be adopted by our Lord in the distribution of power 
and authority in His coming kingdom. The Holy Ghost 
is now dividing gifts and graces to every man severally as 
He will, for the upbuilding and completion of the body of 
Christ, and when that body shall be complete the Lord 
will select from it those who are to be the princes of His 
vast dominion " under the whole heaven." 

It is honourable to take rank among the princes of the 
earth in this moital state ; but what will it be to stand 
among the crowned kings invested with authority by the 
King of kings in resurrection-life 1 Some of those who 
are utterly unknown to the potentates of the world, and 
who pass their lives in difficulty and trouble, striving 
hard to do what is right, and honest, and true, are never- 
theless destined to a royal dignity immeasurably superior 
to any that was ever reached by the greatest sovereigns of 
history. To be " the brethren" of the " Lord of all," is a 
privilege, and to bear rule with Him is a prospect well 
fitted to make Hia saints submit to any mode of discipline 
He pleases, for they may rest assured that the nature of 
their training has reference to the position they will be 
called to occupy in His kingdom. 

Meanwhile the promises to the conquerors in the seven 
churches suggest what vast variety of reward, and what 
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special honour the Lord intends for his faithful ones. 
There is the tree of life in the midst of the paradise of 
God to him that overcometh in the Church of Ephesus ; 
he that overcometh in Smyrna shall not be hurt of the 
second death; the hidden manna, the white stone, and 
the new name are to him that overcometh in Pergamos ; 
he that overcometh in Thjatira, and keepeth the Saviour^s 
works unto the end, shall have power over the nations ; 
he that overcometh in Sardis shall be clothed in white 
raiment, and Christ will confess his name before His 
Father and before BEis angels ; to the conqueror in Phila- 
delphia the - Lord speaks thus, '* Him that overcometh 
will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he 
shall go no more out^ and I will write upon him the name 
of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is 
New Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from 
my God, and I will write upon him my new name j" and 
to him that overcometh in Laodicea, the Lord says, " I 
will grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in EUs 
throne." 
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VI. 

THE CLAIMS OF THE HEIR NOT MET BY 
THE GOSPEL. 

*< THIS GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM SHALL BE PREACHED JN ALL THE 
WORLD FOR A WITNESS UNTO ALL NATIONS, AND THEN SHALL 
THE END COME." — Matt. Xxiv. 14. 

" WHEN YE PRAY, SAY, OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN, HAL- 
LOWED BE EHY NAME. THY KINGDOM COME. THY WILL BE 
DONE. AS IN HEAVEN, SO IN EARTH. "^i/MJfcg xi. 2. 

Jesus was seated upon the Mount of Olives overlooking 
the city and temple of Jerusalem. The disciples had 
called his attention to the splendid bmldings, and goodly 
stones and costly gifts which adorned the latter celebrated 
structure ; and He had said, " There shall not be left here 
one stone upon another that shall not be thrown down." 

"And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives, the dis- 
ciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us when shall 
these things be? and what shall be the sign of Thy coming, 
and of the end of the world," or age ? These momentous 
questions our Lord answers by a prophecy remarkable for 
its minuteness of detail and the darkness of its shades. 
He first cautions them against deceivers and false Christs. 
^' And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars ; see 
that ye be not troubled ; for all these things must fiist 
come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall 
lise against nation, and kiiigdopi against kingdom ; and 

H 
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there shall be fstmines, and pestilences, and earthquakes 
in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows. 
Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall 
kill you ; and ye shall be hated of all nations for my 
name^s sake. And then shall many be offended, and 
shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. 
And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive 
many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the 
end ihe same shall be saved. And this Gospel of the 
kingdom shall be pi'eached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations ; and then shall the end come/' (a) 

This is only part of the long prophecy delivered by the 
Great Prophet on this memorable occasion, but it is 
enough to impress every reader of the history of the last 
eighteen centuries with the fact that our Lord saw the 
entire future of the age which was then just beginning. 
The future story of the world and that of the Church 
until the time of the end is declared with an exactness 
for which omniscience alone can account ; but the point to 
which attention is here specifically called is " the sign of 
the end." What is it 1 Not the growing prosperity and 
regular successes of the Church until she shall have 
brought all nations into professed subjection to the truth, 
not the destruction of the mutual hostility of nations 
evidenced by beating their swords into ploughshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks ; and not the increased 
love of professing Chiistians to each other, and their ever 

(») Matt, xxiv. 6—14. 
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deepening consecration to Him whose name they would 
bear ; but wars, famines, pestilences, earthquakes, perse- 
cutions, betrayals, hatreds, false prophets, abounding 
iniquity, and decaying love. And amidst such trying and 
disma] circumstances this Gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations^ 
and then shall the end come. 

Such is the answer our Lord gave to the question of 
the disciples — "What shall be the sign of Thy coming, 
and of the end of the age V* It is, of course, needless to 
say that the unity of Scripture in this, as in other mat- 
ters, is perfect There is no representation elsewhere that 
suggests a different conclusion. Uniformly we get the 
idea of testimony borne to the truth amidst corruption 
and error, on the part of many of those who nominally 
receive it, and of growing ungodliness on the part of the 
world. There is no hint of general, far less of universal, 
belief of the witness bearers ; men will live and act as if 
there were no God, no Christ, no Gospel, until this prac- 
tical atheism shall culminate in a positive denial of the 
Father and the Son. The arrogant question of Pharaoh,, 
" Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice 1" (a) 
will yet be asked by others with equal haughtiness ; and 
the swelling tide of unbelief, which has already sub- 
merged many of our old ecclesiastical and doctrinal land- 
marks, will rise higher and higher until the multitude 
shall speak proud things, saying, " With our tongue will 
we prevail ; our lips are our own ; who is lord over • 

(a) Exod. V. 2. 
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US V (a) whilst they bend the knee to Antichrist, and 
bear the fatal mark of that fearful incarnation of Satanic 
malice against the Anointed of Jehovah, the Man of his 
right hand. " Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that 
in the latter times some shall depart from the&ith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons ; speak- 
ing lies in hypocrisy ; having their conscience seared with 
a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding to 
abstain from meats, which God hath created to be re- 
ceived with thanksgiving of them which believe and know 
the truth." (b) ''This know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of 
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankfcd, unholy, without 
natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, incon- 
tinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, 
heady, highminded, lovera of pleasures more than lovers 
of God ; having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof ; from such turn away." "Evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being 
deceived." (c) 

Kow all this, distressing and mournful as it is, takes 
place in the presence of the witnessing Gospel ; nay, the 
most odious of these characters are professors of the faith 
of Christ ; they have a form of godliness whilst they so 
scandalously deny its power. 

But let us suppose the case entirely reversed. Imagine 



(a) Psa. xii 4. (b) 1 Tim. iv. 1- 

(c) 2 Tim. iii 1—5, 13. 
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that you find the Spirit speaking expressly in a totally 
different strain, and assuring us that the Grospel of the 
kingdom shall not only be proclaimed as a witness to all 
nations, but that the testimony shall be at once credited 
by every man whose ear it shall greet Let us grant, for 
the sake of argument^ that there is sufficient reason to 
conclude, both from the nature of the Crospel and the 
declarations of inspiration, that Church agency will 
subdue humanity to Christ and fill the world with light, 
liberty, and holiness. Let us imagine the issue of 
Christian ministry a Christianized globe, every land bask- 
ing in the Sun of righteousness, every language sending 
up its daily anthems of adoration to the Saviour, and 
every form of idolatry, superstition, injustice, oppression, 
and moral wrong absolutely abolished, from the rising to 
the setting of the sun ; we ask, whcU then f Would not 
this satisfy the claims of the Heir of aU things] Would 
not this fulfil all the predictions, on the pages of both 
Testaments, regarding His kingdom and dominion? and 
would not this entirely supersede the doctrine of the pre- 
millennial advent and prove conclusively that those who 
taught it had all along laboured under a mistake ) I say 
No ! emphatically, fearlessly, ^o / Were every people 
and tribe Christian to-morrow, not in name only but in 
reality, the millennium would not have come, the kingdom 
of " the Son of Man " (a) would be still future, all the 
prophecies that foretell and describe that kingdom would 
remain unfulfiUed, and the doctrine of the pre-millennial 

(a) Dan. viL 9—14 ; Matt. xxiv. 29, 30 ; Matt. xxv. 31 ; Matt 
zxvi. 64 ; Kev. L 7 ; Bev. xiv. 14. 
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advent would require to be taught as earnestly as ever. 
Still the prayer would ascend from the lips of faith, — 
" Our Father which art in heaven, thy kingdom come," 
and still the saints would be looking for that blessed hope 
even the glorious appearing of our great Grod and Saviour 
Jesus Christ 

Let this point be well understood, for error here lies at 
the foundation of fche popular theory respecting the king- 
dom of Christ. It is believed that the proclamation of 
the Gospel, through the agency of Christian zeal and 
devotedness, will, at some future period, i-each every ear ; 
that its testimony will, through the grace of the Holy 
Ghost, be accepted by all ; and that then, as a conse- 
quence, the era of millennial blessedness will have dawned. 
But admitting, as we have done, merely for the sake of 
argument, that the first and second of these positions are 
true, we still deny the consequence which is supposed to 
flow from them. A world universally Christian is 
vmaginahle before the return of Jesus in his kingly gloiy, 
but the golden age of David and Isaiah would be still 
future. 

The current fallacy on this great theme arises from the 
confrision of things that differ, the conception that the 
universality of the Christian faith and the millennial 
kingdom are one and the same thing. But this is a 
mistake. They differ essentially and circumstantially; 
and the dispensation of grace ends before the theocracy, or 
kingdom of Grod^ casts its blessings over our long afflicted 
world. The preaching of the Gospel, then, however suc- 
cessful, by no means meets the claims of the Heir ; his 
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royal rights cannot be secured even by a world full of 
churches, for it is not the Church but the throne that is 
in question here. It is the Gospel of the Kingdom that 
we are to pi'each, and its voice, like that of the Baptist in 
the wilderness is, " There cometh one after me." Yes, 
after me 1 It is, in solemn truth, a testimony in the 
wilderness that the Church bears ; and if she would bear 
it clearly, distinctly, and perseveringly, she would say. 
The kingdom long prayed for is coming, for the Lord is 
at hand. The rejected of men, the chosen of God, the 
appointed heir of all things, is about to take to Himself 
His great power and reign. The kingdom will come, as 
surely as the herald Gospel is sent to the nations to 
announce it. It has been promised, and it will surely 
come. He who promised it forgets not the word that has 
gone out of His mouth, and upon which He has taught His 
people to rest. The golden age of humanity — ^the time of 
universal light and peace — of heaven's smile and earth*s 
fruitfulness — of the removal of the ferocity of wild beasts, 
and the more terrible tyranny of despots — of Satan*s im- 
prisonment and man*s true freedom — ^will certainly arrive ; 
for holy men of God, who spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost, have repeatedly said so in many a passage 
warm with life and full of beauty. The signs of its 
approach are accumulating with wonderful rapidity ; and 
if the Church were true to her profession and her Lord, 
she would hail them with profound gratitude and joy as 
the harbingers of glory to herself and of inestimable bless- 
ings to the world. One would think that the bare possi- 
bility of a new and better era would gladden every 



104 THB ROYAL RIGHTS OF THE LORD JESUS. 

benevolent, every Christian heart; how much more its 
absolute certainty ! For this is not a thing that may be ; 
it is a fixed, determined, decreed, announced reality. 

That there will be no millennium of human happiness ; 
no cessation of wars and rumours of wars; no end of 
slaveiy, oppression, and injustice ; no rectifying of the 
multitudinous errors that trouble and divide what is with 
bitter irony called the Christian world ; and no setting 
up of the visible kingdom of God imtil the personal advent 
of the true King, is perfectly clear on the pages of the 
Holy Book ; and there can be no greater mistake than to 
suppose otherwise. 

Politicians may preach a political gospel of interna- 
tional peace, based upon the instincts of self-interest, and 
united by the golden bonds of commerce ; but they are 
thoroughly mistaken. Selfish as men unquestionablyare, 
even their selfishness is not strong enough to exorcise the 
evil spirit of discord that dwells in the human breast, and 
will dwell there until the true Sovereign of humanity 
returns to subdue all things to Himself. Philanthropists 
may urge their touching sentiments and appeal to the 
better instincts of men; but whilst the sentiment is 
admired and the appeal appreciated, cruelty, suffering, 
sorrow, groaning, sighing, grief, and the ten thousand 
calamities that make the soul shudder, will continue to 
run their accustomed course, until the Lord himself shall 
set his blessed feet once moi-e upon our earth. And 
Christians may encourage each other in the hallowed 
Missionary enterprise with biilliant pictures of complete 
success, the preachers of the Gospel gaining the ears and 
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winning the hearts of the eight hundred millions of 
idolaters that put our very rationality to shame by wor- 
shipping that which is not God ; but it is a hollow ground 
of encouragement, a deceptive hope, and a picture which 
will not be realized as a ^t, for it is without the sanction 
and warranty of God's Holy Word. Nothing but disap- 
pointment can come of a belief which has no Divine 
foundation, a &ith that has neither doctrine, promise, nor 
prediction on which to lay its hand. 

Let us then look at a few of the prophetic glimpses of 
"the Kingdom," that we may see how impossible it is 
that the Gospel which heralds it can satisfy the claims of 
the appointed Heir, or can be the kingdom which it 
heralds. 

Take the Book of Psalms, a great portion of which is 
in reality the millennial psalter, and cannot therefore be 
undei-stood if it be not accepted as descriptive of a state 
of things which is to take place after the return of David's 
Son and Lord from heaven, and in consequence of His 
most blessed government of the nations upon earth. 

It is remarkable how this precious book reaches the 
heart, soothes sorrow, cheers the desponding, and pours 
itis heavenly balm on the wounded spirit. Unconsciously 
the reader finds himself in the presence of the King, and 
knows not that the things that gladden him are actual 
descriptions of what shall be when the Lord he loves 
shall bear rule over all the earth — the kingdoms and 
dominions of the world having acknowledged the sove- 
reignty of Him whose right it is to reign over all nations 
and tribes of the habitable globe. There is an unsus- 
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pected feeling of something greater, better, holier, than 
has ever yet been realized even in the most Christian 
communities ; a scarcely heard whisper of the soul that 
there is something here that tells of the royal presence of 
the King. The heart lingers on those hallowed scenes 
and receives the impression, as if from the finger of 
the Holy Ghost, that the outward and the visible 
are in harmony with holy truth ; that the will of the 
Father is done in earth as in heaven ; that there is no 
longer any jarring element to mar devotion ; and that 
the great world has at last become a magnificent temple 
vocal with the praises of innumerable rejoicing wor- 
shippers. 

In the 1st Psalm we look through the light of prophecy 
upon the congregation of the righteous ; and the ungodly 
and the sinner are no longer among them. They have 
not stood in the day of judgment Clearly the dispen- 
sation of Gospel witnessing is past, for that allowed tares 
and wheat to grow together. 

In the 2nd, the conspiracy of the kings and rulers 
against Jehovah's Anointed is described — a conspiracy 
which began as soon as Herod heard of the birth of the 
King, and which will reach its impious height, and its 
final overthrow, when the Ajitichrist and his confederates 
shall make war with the King of Kings ; and the calm 
assurance is given that the decree is not to be recalled, 
for Jehovah hath set — by appointment — His King upon 
His holy hill of Zion ; for here, though the €u:iual acces- 
sion is in the far future, its absolute certainty is such that 
it is spoken of as accomplished. The kings are therefore 
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warned, and called upon to be wise now^ for God's pur- 
pose concerning His Son is immutable. 

In the 7th, in the midst of terrible disorders and per- 
secutions, the exulting cry is heard — " The Lord shall 
judge His people !" and, as a consequence, the just shall 
be established, and the wickedness of the wicked shall 
.come to an end. 

The 8th describes the Lord's name as excellent in all 
the earth, and the ^' dominion " of Jesus, the second 
Adam, (a) over all things. 

In the 9th, He shall judge the world in righteousness, 
and dwell in Zion; and, consequently, the heathen are 
rebuked ; the wicked destroyed ; and their name put out 
for ever ; and the enemy comes to " a perpetual end." 

In the 10th, the Lord is Kino for ever and ever, and 
the heathen are perished out of His land. 

In the 1 4th, there is a vehement cry, " Oh that the 
salvation of Israel were come out of Zion 1 " and the 
royal poet adds, gratefully, "When the Lord bringeth 
back the captivity of His people, Jacob shall rejoice and 
Israel shall be glad." 

In the 22nd, the sufferings of Christ and the gloiy that 
shall follow are spoken of; and part of this glory is thus 
described : — " All the ends of the earth shall remember 
and turn unto the Lord ; and all kindreds of the nations 
shall worship before Thee." Why 1 " For the Kingdom 
is the Lord's, and He is the Governob among the 
nations,^* 

The 24th contains a rapturous welcome to " the Lord 

(a) See and compare Heb. ii. 6 —9. 
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mighty in battle," the victor, " King of glory," returning 
to reign over the eai^th, which will then be truly His, 
" and the fulness thereof;" the world and they that dwell 
therein. I do not stay to vindicate my application of this 
joyful welcome to the second advent^ because I am satisfied 
that no other interpretation can meet the requirements of 
the case. 

In the 29th, after a scene of tumult and terror, the 
Lord is represented as King for ever, giving strength 
unto His people, and blessing them with peace. 

The 45th is an exquisite epithalamium in anticipation 
of " the Marriage Supper of the Lamb," the sceptre of 
whose kingdom is celebrated for its righteousness. The 
majesty and glory of the King, and the blessings of His 
reign, meet here in dazzling splendour. 

In the 46th, " the Lord of hosts is with iw," and the 
time of universal peace has come. " He maketh wars to 
cease unto the end of the earth ; He breaketh the bow, 
and cutteth the spear in sunder ; He burneth the chariot 
in the fire." The tumults of the nations have ceased ; 
the people know that He is God ; and He is exalted in 
the earth, facts which have never yet taken place, and 
which never will until the glorious King be manifested. 

The 47 th is a gem of rarest lustre, calling upon all 
people to clap their hands, and shout unto God with the 
voice of triumph. " For the Lord most high is terrible ; 
He is a great King over all the ea/rth" The poet prophet 
is excited with the splendid vision, and calls repeatedly 
for adoring songs : " Sing praises to God, sing praises ; 
sing praises unto our King, sing praises j for God is the 



THE CLAIMS OF THE HEIR. 109 

King of all the earth ; sing ye praises with under- 
standing." 

The 48th describes Mount Zion in her glory, as the 
mountain of the Divine holiness, and the city of the 
great King. 

In the 50th the prophet sees the Advent, and desciibes 
some of its imposing circumstances : " Our God shall 
come, and shall not keep silence ; a fire shall devour before 
Him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about Him. 
He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth 
that He may judge His people. Grather my saints together 
unto me, those that have made a covenant with me by 
sacrifice. And the heavens shall declare His righteous- 
ness, for Grod is Judge himself.'' 

In the 67th, the blessed government of the King is the 
reason why the nations should be glad and sing for joy. 
His saving health shall then be known among them, and 
then, too, shall " the earth yield her increase." 

In the 69 tb, the sufierings of Christ and the gloiy that 
shall follow come before us again. The psalm closes with 
this delightful declaration : " God will save Zion, and will 
build the cities of Judah, that they may dwell there and 
have it in possession. The seed also of His servants shall 
inherit it, and they that love His name shall dwell there- 
in," all which, of course, is future. 

The 72nd is a magnificent and charming description of 
millennial felicity, in consequence of the government of 
the Son of God upon eartL 

The 74th contains a prayer which we would do well to 
use in view of the dark places of the earth and abounding 
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iniquity : " Arise, O God, plead Thine own cause,'* whicli, 
in New Testament language, would be, " Come, Lord 
Jesus ! " 

The 76th is a judgment scene, and futui*e, when our 
Lord shall " cut off the spirit of princes, and be tenible 
to the kings of the earth." 

The 82nd prays, " Ai-ise, O God, judge the earth, for 
Thou shalt inherit all nations ;" the peaceftil inheritance of 
the earth by the Heir of all things invariably following 
His assumption of His royal rights. 

In the 87th, " glorious things are spoken " of the 
metropolitan city, and " the Highest Himself shall esta- 
blish Zion;" His establishment of her being the cause 
and the glorious things the consequence. 

In the 93rd, "the Lord reigneth," and "the world is 
established that it cannot be moved;" cause and effect 
again. 

In the 96th, the heavens, the earth, the sea, and the 
fulness thereof, are summoned to gladness; and the field 
and the trees of the wood are asked to rejoice before the 
Lord. But why? ^^ For he covneth to jvdge the earth. 
He shall judge the world with righteousness, and the 
people with His truth." 

The 97th brings us into the presence of the reigning 
Sovereign, and aU the people see His glory. 

The 98th demands a " new song " to Him who has done 
marvellous things, whose right hand and holy arm hath 
gotten Him the victory. Israel is restored, and all the 
ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God, 
Therefore, " make a joyful noise before the Lord the 
King." 
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In the 99th, the Lord reigneth, is great in Zion, and ia 
high above all people. 

In the 102nd, " when the Lord shall build up Zion, 
He shall appear in His glory;" and subsequently, aod 
eonaequentlyy the people will be^ gathered together, and 
the kingdoms to serve the Loi-d. 

The 110th sees the Son sitting at the Father's right 
hand for a time, and then stiiking through kings in the 
day of His wrath and judging among the heathen, that 
He may put down evil, and establish His reign of peace 
and righteousness in the earth. 

The 145th extols the King, describes men as speaking 
of His kingdom, and talking of His power, and affirms 
that His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and that 
His dominion endureth throughout all generations. 

The 146th says that the Lord shall reign for ever, the 
God of Zion unto all generations ; and the poet concludes 
with a grateful " Hallelujah ! " 

The 147th gives us a beautiful glimpse of Jerusalem 
re-built, the outcasts of Israel re-gathered, the broken in 
heart healed, and their griefs at an end. The Lord of 
great power and infinite understanding hath done all this ; 
and again the sweet singer closes with a " Hallelujah ! " 

The 148th summonses all creation, animate and inani- 
mate, to adore Him who exalteth the horn of His people, 
the praise of aU His saints — even of the children of Israel, 
a people near unto Him. 

In the 149th, the children of Zion are joyful in their 
King, and the " saints " are in . possession of glory, exe- 
cuting judgment under their glorious King. 
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And the last of the series in the millennial psalter is a 
burst of praise from " every thing that hath breath," and 
a final " HaUelujah ! " 

You see, t^en, whereto all this conducts us. It estab- 
lishes the proposition that the claims of the Heir are not 
met by the Gospel, even on the supposition that its testi- 
mony is believed by every child of man, for in that case, 
its message to the nations that a kingdom is coming would 
necessarily be credited, and all men would, in consequence, 
be what are called millenarians. It proves, besides, that 
the Kingdom and Christianity are two distinct things, 
both in esseif ce and circumstance. 

The truth is, the Gospel has two testimonies. It pro- 
claims the salvation of grace to all who believe in Jesus, 
and the future establishment of a kingdom of righteous 
rule in our world. It points upward to the glory with 
Chiist^ and onwards to the government of peace under 
Christ. Heaven and earth are embraced in its testimony ; 
heaven to the many sons whom the Saviour is bringing to 
glory, earth to the nations under Messiah the Prince, 
when He shall ^^ reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, 
and before His ancients gloriously." (a) 

But when we take into account the fact that the wit- 
nessing voice is unheeded by most men as regards the 
salvation which is by giuce through feith during the pre- 
sent dispensation, and by a still greater number as regards 
the kingdom of righteousness in the next dispensation, 
the doctrine that the Gospel meets the Boyal Eights of the 

{(a) laa. xxiv. 23. 
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Lord Jesus is seen to be utterly untenable. " And it 
came to pass," said Paul to the Jews, ** that when I was 
come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the 
temple, I was in a trance, and saw Him saying unto me, 
Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem ; for 
they will not receive thy testimony concerning me." (a) 
This is the history of eighteen centuries anticipated. 
The world has not received apostolic testimony concern- 
ing Chiist. The majority of men, though the voice of 
the witness has been heard in all nations, care nothing 
about Him ; and the majority of the inhabitants of so- 
called Christendom are destitute of the characteristics of 
saints, and ignorant of the double message with which 
the witnessing Qospel is charged. They know nothing 
of salvation through the blood, and sanctification by the 
Spirit of Christ, and they know nothing of the Royal 
Bights of the rejected Heir of all things. Our Lord dis- 
tinctly told His apostles that their testimony would be 
rejected by many. " And into whatever city or house ye 
shall enter, enquire who in it is worthy ; and there abide 
till ye go thence. And when ye come into an house 
salute it. And if the house be worthy, let your peace 
come iipon it, but if be not worthy, let your peace return 
to you. And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear 
your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, 
shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I say unto you. 
It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Go- 
morrha in the day of judgment than for that city.'' (b) 

(a) Acts xxii. 17, la (b) Matt. x. 11.-15. 
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Again : '' He that heareth you heareth me ; and he that 
despiseth you despiseth me ; and he that despiseth me 
despiseth Him that sent me.** (a) 

Inconceivable multitudes have, during the entire dis- 
pensation of grace, down to this hour, rejected the testi- 
mony of God. Comparing the throngs that crowd the 
world's broad way with the little flock that have returned 
to the Shepherd and Bishop of souls, the complaint of 
the witnesses has all along been, " Lord, who hath believed 
our report V* Surely it requires no ingenious argument 
to convince any one that these things are so, when the 
fact is so painfully visible to us all. I would not state a 
thing so obvious, but for the important bearing it has on 
the subject of this lecture. If even under the supposed 
case of a Christianised world, through the instrumentality 
of Gospel witnessing, the royal claims of the Lord Jesus 
would not be satisfied, what shall we say about those 
claims in the &ce of existing facts ) Oh that I had the 
means of placing this simple question before every minis- 
ter of Jesus Christ in England ! I am sure that an 
honest answer to it would dispel the grievous and most 
hurtful delusion that the Christian dispensation and the 
kingdom of Christ are one and the same thing. The 
witness to the nations, even if its voice were heard, could 
never so far forget itself as to suppose that testimony and 
the fact of which it testifies are one ; that the herald and 
the prince who follows are the same person ; but to see it 
flailing into this mistake when so few hear its yoipe is 

(a) Luke x. 16. 
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matter for deep lamentation. Under no circumstances 
could a messenger sent to the nations to testify that the 
kingdom of God shall shortly appear, declare that .his 
testimony was itself the kingdom without rendering him- 
self liable to severe punishment for his want of fidelity to 
his Master j but to say it under the actual circumstances 
of the case as we see it at this late hour of the dispensa- 
tion whose last sands are running out, is distressing, per- 
plexing, mournful ; although, as usual, the sure word of 
prophecy has prepared us for it by telling us plainly that 
the promise of the Lord's coming would be the scoffer s 
jest in the last days, — the very time when that promise 
shall i-eceive its fulfilment to the overwhelming terror of 
the scoffers. 

Would, then, that the Church, as long as she has the 
opportunity, would take up her forgotten testimony, and 
cry, " Behold, the Bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet 
Him." (a) " Behold, He cometh with clouds ; and every 
eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him ; and 
all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him. 
Even so. Amen." " Behold, I come quickly." " He 
which testifieth these things saith. Surely I come quickly. 
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus." (b) 

(a) Matt. XXV. a (b) Rev. L 7; Rev. xxiL 12, 20. 
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VIL 
RE-ASSERTION OF HIS ROYAL RIGHTS. 

" HX HATH APPOINTED A DAY IN THE WHICH HB WILL JUDOK THK 
WORLD IN BIOHTBOUSNESS, BT THAT MAN WHOM HE HATH 
ORDAINED ; WHEREOF HE HATH OIYSN ASSITRANOE UNTO ALL 
MEN, IN THAT HE HATH RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD." — AcU 
xvii. 31. 

" FOR THE HOPE OF ISRAEL I AM BOUND WITH THIS CHAIN."— .4ct» 

zxTiii 20. 

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the dead, is the 
iE'ather^s seal to his Messiahship. It is also the Divine 
sign-manual to the great sacrifice of reconciliation. It is 
the key-stone to the glorious arch which henceforth con- 
nects heaven and earth. The way is open now ; the bar- 
riers are all removed ; the path is clear ; and whosoever 
will may tread the King's highway, with the certainty of 
an abundant entrance into the city in which it terminates. 
No wonder that Jesus spoke of His resurrection with 
joyous anticipation ; He knew, as only He could, its un- 
utterable importance. No wonder that apostles referred 
to it in exulting tones ; they saw that it consolidated the 
entire framework of revealed truth. No wonder that 
the early Christians rejoiced in it ; they felt that it was 
life, immortality, heaven, glory to them. In the light of 
the resurrection " the offence of the cross" is gone, the 
sorrow of the dark hour is turned into the joy of an 
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unsettmg sun, and the gloom of the grave is illumined by 
an uncreated light from the highest heaven. Looked at 
through the resurrection, the " story of the man of sor- 
rows" is no longer an awful mystery, from which the soul 
shrinks in dismay, but a lesson in the wondrous ways of 
God, fitted to win all hearts to His throne, and to fill 
them with adoring thanksgiving. Taken alone, the sor- 
rows and sufferings, the denial and betrayal, the crown 
of thorns and the mock sceptre, Gethsemane and the 
cross, crush ^ the heart to the very dust; but when they 
are seen to culminate in resurrection, it is. thrilled with 
irrepressible joy and worships the God of infinite wisdom 
and love. It is a night of fear^ storm, of unprecedented 
violence, filling all souls with terror, in which heaven 
seems to have forgotten the world and to have lefb it a 
final and eternal wreck, followed by a morning of peerless 
splendour, the best and the brightest that ever poured its 
rejoicing beams on our globe. It was the dawn of a new 
era, the emei'gence of a new world from chaos, the herald 
light of a new manifestation of God to the sons of men. 

It was thus that Jesus spoke of it to His disciples, see- 
ing across the gloom that lay between Him and the 
glory : " From that time forth began Jesus to show unto 
His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, <md be radsed agavn the thi/rd 
da/y.^^ (a) " And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the 
twelve disciples apart in the way, and said unto them, 

(a) Matt ZYi. 21. 
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Behold, we go up to Jerusalem j and the Son of man 
shall be betrayed unto the chief priests, and unto the 
scribes, and they shall condemn Him to death, and shall 
deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and 
to crucify Him ; amd the third day He shall rise again,^*{&) 
'' He taught His disciples, and said unto them, The Son 
of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall 
kill Him ; and after that He is killed, J7e ehaU rise the 
third day?^ (b) " The Son of man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected of the elders, and 6hief priests, 
and scribes, and be slain, amd be raised the third dayP (c) 
" AU things that are written by the prophets concerning 
the Son of man shall be accomplished. For He shall be 
delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and 
spitefully entreated, and spitted on; and they shall 
scourge Him, and put Him to death ; and the third day 
He shaU rise again" (d) 

Thus, whilst at different times the rejection is foretold, 
with its attendant circumstances, and the actors in the 
sorrowful scene are described, invariably the resurrection 
on the third day closes the prophecy — the bright light 
from heaven shining in the near horizon over the dark 
deeds of men. And it is not less remarkable than in- 
structive that the disciples foiled to realize the plain 
meaning of our Lord's words. " They understood none of 
these things ; and this saying was hid from them, neither 
knew they the things which were spoken." Behind this 

(a) Matt. XX. 17—19. (b) Mark ix. 31. 

(c) Luke ix. 22. (d) Luke xviii. 31—33. 
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fact there is another which accounts for it, namely, their 
settled belief in the royal rights of their Master. How 
could He, the Son of David, who was to sit upon David's 
throne, be put to death ? The thought so troubled them 
that they were afraid to ask Him for further information. 
The belief of the disciples concerning the continuance of 
the Messiah was the popular one ; hence on one occasion 
to a statement of His, the people answered, " We have 
heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever, and 
how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up 1 
who is this Son of man ]" (a) 

Thus, we have in the very fact of their reluctance to 
receive testimony concerning his death, a strong inci- 
dental proof of the deep hold which the doctrine of Mes- 
siah's kingdom had taken upon the public mind. As we 
have previously seen, the law did say the very thing here 
alleged ; but it also spoke of the sufferings of Christ, and 
as they were imable to reconcile the two oracles, they 
ignored the latter. 

The time came, however, for the solution of the diJfi- 
culty. To deny an unpleasant doctrine is not the way to 
deal with it. It will take its course in spite of our 
unbelief, and when God throws fresh light upon it, as He 
did upon the sufferings of Christ, by raising Him from 
the dead, its place in the system of things will be found 
exceedingly important ; so much so, indeed, that to dis- 
place it would be to derange the entire economy. Hence, 
when the time came for the explanation of what appeared 

(a) John ziL 34. 



130 THE ROYAL. SIGHTS OF THE LORD JESUS. 

to the wondering disciples so incredible a thing as the 
death of their Lord, they see the truth as they never saw 
it before, and grasp it with a vigour upon which we gaze 
with admiration. Not now in fragments, but as a consistent 
and wondrous whole, it stands before them, and they 
are, in consequence, a brotherhood of new and noble men. 
Their fears, and doubts, and timidity are gone, and a col- 
lege of heroes meets the eye of the spectator. Their fear- 
lessness, boldness, courage, daring, are altogether admir- 
able. Their Lord has risen from the dead, and ascended 
to the Father, and sent down the Holy Ghost, and there 
3tep forth upon the world's platform a few men to address 
it in a style such as it never heard befora Assembled 
priests and scribes are troubled at their presence, men of 
large culture are confounded by the force of their logic^ 
and crowned heads tremble before them. How is all this 
to be accounted for, except upon the principle that they 
recognise the wonderful wisdom of God counteracting all 
the evil designs and deeds of men, and establishing the 
royal claims of their Lord upon an immovable foundation 1 
The Heir has been rejected and killed. He was charged 
with imposture, sedition, and blasphemy ; but, by rising 
from the dead the proof is Divinely established that these 
charges were all false ; and now his apostles come forward 
and boldly affirm that He is ctH that He said, and that 
He ought to be recognised as Son of David, Son of God, 
Lord of all. These pcw^resurrection assertions of His 
supremacy are in every way remarkabla For clearness, 
and force, and a constant appeal to the ancient Scriptures, 
they are unsurpassed. 



BE-ASSEBTION OF HIS KOTAL RIGHTS. 121 

Let US hear Peter, the man who a few weeks before 
denied his Master. How speaks this man now ) " Ye 
men of Israel, hear these words : Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man approved of God among you by miracles and won- 
ders and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of 
you, as ye yourselves also know ; Him, being delivered 
by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain ; 
whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of 
death ; because it was not possible that He should be 
holden of it. For David speaketh concerning Him, I 
foresaw the Lord always before my face, for He is on my 
right hand, that I should not be moved ; therefore did 
my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad ; moreover also 
my flesh shall rest in hope ; because Thou wilt not leave 
my soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suflfer Thine Holy One 
to see corruption. Thou hast made known to me the way 
of life, thou shalt make me full of joy with Thy counte- 
nanca Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you 
of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, 
and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. Therefore 
being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with 
an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to 
the flesh. He would raise up Christ to sit on His throne ; 
He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, 
that His soul was not lefb in hell, neither His flesh did 
see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof 
we all are witnesses. Therefore, being by the right hand of 
God exalted, and having received of the Father the pro- 
mise of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this, which 
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ye now see and hear. For David is not ascended into the 
heavens ; but he saith himself, The Lord said nnto my 
Lord, Sit thoa on my right hand, until I make thy foes 
thy footstool Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus whom ye 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ." (a) 

If this be not a piece of clear logic, ending in an irresis- 
tible conclusion, we know not where to find it. The proof 
that this Jesus is heir to the throne of David, is taken from 
the lips of that illustrious monarch himself ; and that it 
would be in resu/rrectian life that this right to the throne 
of David would be established, is demonstrated by pro- 
phecy. The conclusion therefore is placed beyond ques- 
tion, that God hath made Jesus, who was crucified, both 
Lord and Christ. Here are the two £i,cts, — the prophecy 
of David and the resurrection of Jesus ; put them to- 
gether, and the Heir to the throne of Judea is declared 
in the person of the Eisen One. Overwhelming convic- 
tion was the result of this demonstration. Peter's audi- 
ence were pricked in their hearts, and cried out. What 
shall we do 1 

As we go through the apostolic narrative, the assertion 
of the rights of Jesus meets us habitually. In the case 
of the cripple who lay at the gate Beautiful, Peter again 
speaks : " Ye men of Israel," he says, " why marvel ye at 
this 1 or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our 
own power or holiness we had made this man to walk ? 
The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, hath 

(a) Acts ii. 22—^36. 
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glorified His Son Jesus, whom ye delivered up, and denied 
Him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to 
let Him go. But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and 
desired a murderer to be granted unto you, and killed 
the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead, 
whereof we are witnesses. And His name through fedth 
in His name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and 
know ; yea, the faith which is by Him hath given him 
this perfect soundness in the presence of you all" (a) 

Here was a miracle of healing. A man over forty years 
of age, lame from his birth, perfectly well known to the 
citizens of Jerusalem, from the fact that his fiiends laid 
him daily by the side of that splendid gate of the temple 
which attracted every eye, was spoken into vigorous 
strength by a word of one of the witnesses to the resur- 
rection of the rejected and crucified Son of God. The 
people were amazed, the rulers were filled with consterna- 
tion, the entire city was excited, and the man who spoke 
that healing word, persistently declared — This is no deed 
of mine and my brother John. It is not by any power or 
holiness of ours that the man so well known to us all as 
lame from childhood, stands, and walks, and even leaps for 
very joy before you. This is the work of Jesus, the Son 
of God, the Prince of life, the risen, the exalted One 
whom ye lately denied and killed. 

Thus clearly and boldly speaks the witness in the hear- 
ing of the amazed crowds in Solomon's porch ; but what 
will his tone be to-morrow, when, after a night's imprison- 

(a) Acts iil 12—10. 



124 THB SOTAL SIGHTS OF THE LOBD JESUS. 

ment, he shall stand in the august presence of the great 
officials of the nation ? Will he shrink before the 
majesty of wealth, and influence, and office 1 Will fear 
of pei'sonal consequences lead him to study caution lest 
he ofifend 9 Let us see. The rulers and elders and scribes, 
and Annas, the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and 
Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the 
high priest gathered in council on the following day at 
Jerusalem, and summoned Peter and John before them. 
Oh, it is morally sublime to witness the deportment of 
these two Galilean peasants in the presence of this august 
council. Every eye is keenly fixed upon them, pierces 
them with eager curiosity; they know that they are 
under the scrutiny of the very men who sought and 
effected the death of Jesus ; and they know that from 
such men they have nothing to expect but anger; and 
yet there they stand with all the calmness of men whose 
consciences were perfectly at ease, and with all the dignity 
of men who felt that they were witness 'bearers to the 
greatest truth of all history. 

« By whoA 'power or by what name have ye done this V* 
Such was the short question, officially and solmemnly 
asked. The court is hushed into profound silence. What 
will these men sayl You will observe the question 
admits the miracle. There is no possibility of denying 
that. The point upon which information is sought, and 
yet dreaded, is simply the " power" by which it was 
accomplished. Now mark Peter's answer >— " Ye rulers 
of the people and elders of Israel" — here is a courteous 
recognition of their official rank — ^'if we this day bo 
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examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by 
what means he is made whole ; be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people of Israel" — be it universally known, 
for we have nothing to conceal, and wish the utmost pub- 
licity to be given to our words — " that by the name of 
Jesus Chbist of Naaareth^ whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, even by Him doth this man stand 
here before you whole." The question is answered fully, 
explicitly, pointedly. But the prisoner at the bar is not 
yet done. He has Jews before him, and he will send 
them to their own book : '' This is the stone which was 
set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of 
the comer." And having thus referred them to David and 
Isaiah, he closes thus : *' Neither is there salvation in any 
other j for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved." (a) 

What was the effect upon these rulers of the people 
and elders of Israel ? " When they saw the boldness of 
Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned 
and ignorant men, they marvelled ; and they took know- 
ledge of them that they had been with Jesus. And, 
beholding the man who was healed standing with them, 
they could say nothing against it." Peter and John are 
now commanded to retire, and a secret conference is held, 
the result of which is that the apostles are strictly com- " 
manded not to speak at all henceforth in the name of 
Jesus. Do they promise obedience 1 No ; their reply to 
this prohibition is, " Whether it be right in the sight of 

(a) Acts iv. 8—12. 
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God to hearken nnto yoa more thiui unto Grod, judge ye. 
For we cannot bat speak the things which we have seen 
and heard." Again they are threatened with the high 
displeasure of the Sanhedrim, and let ga No sooner 
have these courageous witnesses to the Messiahahip of 
their Lord obtained their liberty, than they go straight to 
their own company and report what has taken place ; and 
tbe result is praise to God for so £ELr fulfilling prophecy 
regarding His Anointed. They also prayed. *' And when 
they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were 
assembled together ; and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they spoke the Word of God with boldness." (a) 
We are likewise told that " with great power gave the 
apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus ; 
and great grace was upon them all." (b) Shortly after 
this, '^ by the hands of the apostles were many signs and 
wonders wrought among the people ;" and the perplexity 
and indignation of the rulers led to the arrest and im- 
prisonment of the undaunted apostles. " Did not we 
sPraitly conmumd yoit," asked the high priest, when they 
were brought before him, " that ye should not teach in this 
name ? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your 
doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon 
us."(c) 

Is there any quailing now, any recession from the claim 
formerly advanced on behalf of the Messiahship of Jesus, 
or even any keeping back of those points which were most 
annoying to the court 1 " We ought to obey God rather 

(a) Acts iv. 31. (b) Acts v. 33. 

(c) Acts V. 2a 
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than men," say Peter and his colleagues, with unmoved 
calmness. " The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, 
whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God 
exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
for to give repentance to Israel, and remission of sins. 
And we are His witnesses of these things j and so is also 
the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey 
Him." (a) 

Enraged by this unflinching testimony, the rulers take 
counsel to slay the apostles. This insane resolution, how- 
ever, was overruled by the wisdom of the eminent Gama- 
liel, the man who has the signal honour of having had 
the future Apostle of the Gentiles as a pupil. But, though 
yielding to the great influence of Gamaliel, they gratify 
their malice by beating the apostles, and once more com- 
manding them not to speak in the name of Jesus. And 
again, a picture of rare sublimity meets the eye. Those 
scourged men depart from the presence of the council, re- 
joicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for 
the name of their beloved Lord. 

Similar testimony is borne by Stephen, the first of the 
Christian deacons, and the first in the army of Christian 
martyi-s : " Which of the prophets have not your fathers 
persecuted ) and they have slain them which shewed before 
of the coming of the Just One ; of whom ye have been 
now the betrayers and murderers." (b) 

At the death of this heroic martyr, we get the first 
glimpse of one destined to occupy no secondary place in 

(a) Acts V. 29—32. (b) Acts vil 62. 
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the apostolic ranks. He is quite a youth, and short of 
stature ; but he is of brilliant intellect, and Gramaliel is 
proud of him. He consults his own safety, by keeping 
out of the furious crowd that are hurling stones upon the 
person of the martyr ; but he rejoices in this manifestation 
of zeal for the law^ and volunteers to keep the clothes of 
Stephen's executioners, until each man shall return and 
claim his own. Be sure no thief will touch the raiment 
over which this young man stands guard. That eye of his 
is too quick for the nimblest of them ; and whatever he 
undei*takes he goes through. The lad's name is Saul. 
That this young man should appear at such a time is very 
remarkable. The Lord introduces the man who is to be 
His future witness to the Gentiles, at the moment when 
the first Christian blood is shed by the Jews; and just 
afterward, as if the fire in the breast of the young zealot 
had been fanned by the storm of Jewish zeal that over- 
threw Stephen, we find him pursuing a career which, of 
course, out-distanced all competitors in the act of persecu- 
tion, or, as Saul himself considered it^ that of doing God 
service, by trying to exterminate those apostate Jews who 
were following an impostor. 

The accounts we have of this man's life in relation to 
the Christians, before his call to the apostolate, make the 
flesh creep. He had to be first in all he undertook. His 
masterly intellect necessitated that; his brain was his 
sceptre, with which he ruled; he was bom to this royalty. 
Foremost against the faith of Jesus, whose Messiahship he 
denied, he was the very impersonation of the Judaism of 
his day ; in him that corrupt Judaism culminated ; and 
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foremost, subsequently, as an apostle of the Lord, the 
Messiahship of Jesus, and his right to universal sove- 
reignty, were placed by him in a light which commands 
the homage of intelligence and the admiration of criticism. 
What this man has to say about the Heir of all things 
demands attention. Educated, thoughtful, zealous, with 
a mind of marvellous power and subtilest logic, Paul is 
also the connecting link between Judaism and Chris- 
tianity. His expositions of both, therefore, under the 
guidance of the Holy Ghost, must be intensely in- 
teresting. 

After his conversion, " he mightily convinced the Jews, 
and that publicly, shewing hy the Scrvpturea that Jesus 
was THB Christ." His line of argument it is not difficult 
to imagine 3 and the strength of that argument is evinced 
by the many efforts of his enemies to put him to death. 
We have a sermon of his delivered at Antioch, in Pisidia, 
in the course of which he says — "Of David's seed hath 
Crod, according to His promise, raised unto Israel a Saviour, 
Jesus . . . We declare unto you glad tidings, how that the 
promise which was made imto the fathers, God hath ful- 
filled the same unto us, their children, in that He hath 
raised up Jesus again ; as it is also written in the second 
Psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten Thee. 
And as concerning that He raised Him up from the dead, 
no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, 
I will give you the sure mercies of David. Wherefore He 
saith also in another Psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine 
Holy One to see corruption. For David, after he had 
served his own generation by the will of God, fell on 
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sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption ; 
but He whom God raised again saw no corruption." (a) 

There was a synagogue of the Jews at Thessalonica. 
<< And Paul, as his maimer was, went in unto them, and 
three Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Scrip- 
tures, opening and alleging that Christ must needs have 
suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this 
Jesus whom," said he, " I preach unto you is Christ." (b) 

To prove to JefoyB that Jesus was the Christ, or the 
Anointed of God, was, you know, the same thing as 
proving that he was the heir of David, or the Divinely ap- 
pointed King of the Jews, the great Ruler destined to 
bear sway over the whole world. And this was Paul's 
constant method with his countrymen. Let him but prove 
from their own prophets that Christ was to suffer, and 
die, and rise again, and all the rest in relation to his regal 
character followed. At Corinth, " Paul was pressed in 
the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the 
Christ." 

But how will he speak to the Gentiles ? Will he touch 
on this subject when addressing them, or will he confine 
himself to the great doctrine of salvation from sin by faith 
in the Saviour 1 His discourse at Athens furnishes the 
answer, " And the times of this ignorance," said he — 
that is of idolatry — " God winked at ; but now commandeth 
all men every where to repent ; because He hath appointed 
a day, in the which He will judge the world in righteous- 
ness by that man whom He hath ordained ; whereof He 

(a) Acts xiii 23, 32—37 (b) Acts xvii 2, 3. 



BE-A8SERTI0N OP HIS ROYAL RIGHTS. 131 

hath given assurance unto all men, in that He hath raised 
him from the dead." (a) Thus, then, to Gentiles also, the 
appointment of Jesns to rule over mankind at some future 
day is plainly declared. 

At Ephesus, " he went into the synagogue of the Jews, 
and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing 
and persuading the things concerning the Kingdom of 
Gody (b) Before the council he declared, " Of the hope 
and resurrection of the dead I am called in question." (c) , 
Before Felix he said, "After the way which they call 
heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all 
things which are written in the law and in the prophets ; 
and have hope towards God, which they themselves also 
allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both 
of the just and unjust." (d) Before Agrippa, he stated, 
" I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made 
of God unto our fathers ; unto which promise our twelve 
tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. 
For which hope's sake. King Agrippa, I am accused of 
the Jews. Why should it be thought a thing incredible 
with you that God should raise the dead ? . . . I say none 
other things than those which the prophets and Moses 
did say should come j that Christ should suffer, and that 
He should be the first that should rise from the dead/' (e) 
And to the Jews at Rome, he said, "For the hope of 
Israel I a'hi bound with this chain ; ". whilst the last words 
of the Book of Acts are, " And Paul dwelt two whole 

(a) Acts xviL 30, 31. (b) Acts xix. 8. 

(c) Acts xxiii. 6. (d) Acts xxiv. 14, 15. 

(e) Acts xxvi. ^~%, 22, 23. 
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years in his own hired house, and received all that came 
in unto him, preaching the Kingdom of God, and teaching 
those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with 
all confidence, no man forbidding him." (a) 

This is far enough from exhausting apostolic doctrine 
on the subject under notice ; but it fairly represents what 
is elsewhere said upon it ; and it more than suggests 
whether Christians in general have not lost sight, almost 
entirely, of that testimony of the Crospel which relates to 
the '^ Kingdom " of Christ The theme is one of profound 
interest ; and infinite as are our obligations to our blessed 
Saviour as high priest of our profession, we should not 
allow our thoughts concerning what He has done,, and is 
doing, in this capacity, to fill the entire field of vision to 
the exclusion of His kingly rights. Nay, would not our 
gratitude for the blessings that have come to us through 
Jesus as Mediator, be more fully evinced, if we took 
pleasure in contemplating Him as the crowned Sovereign 
of imiversal empire, the Priest upon His throne 1 

It is absolutely certain, from what we have seen, that 
the rejection of the Heir of all things did not invalidate 
His claims to the loyal homage of the nation that rejected 
Him. As Son of David, Son of Abraham, Son of Man, 
and Son of God, His fourfold royal rights were untouched 
by the conspiracy — " This is the Heir, come let us kill 
Him ;" — and now that, in the light of resurrectfon, we see 
those rights finally confirmed by the seal of God, and 
urged in great variety of form by His apostles, the chosen 

(a) Acts xxviii 20» 30, 31. 
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witnesses of His resarrection, we ought to anticipate with 
joyful hope the day " when the Son of Man shall sit upon 
the throne of His glory." 

Let not our song in the Christian assembly — " Crown 
Him ! crown Him ! " — ^be a mere religious sentiment, 
conveying no definite meaning, and alluding to no settled 
decree of Heaven proclaimed in the great Book of revela- 
tion. The words of the Bible have meaning. Nothing is 
more certain than that. Let biblically instructed men 
also make their words the symbols of realities, the expres- 
sions of thoughts that will bear examination. Let us 
realize, for example, the fact that whatever w(m mearU by 
"the throne of David," by "God's Anointed," by "the 
King of Israel,'' by "the Son of Man coming in His 
Kingdom," before the rejection and crucifixion of Jesus, is 
meant stilL No change has passed upon the things 
signified by these words. • In this case, the death of the 
Heir does not alienate the inheritance ; for God, who had 
appointed Him Heir of all things, raised Him from the 
dead, and He dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion 
over Him. 

Nor is this all. It is not merely the^oci that He who 
was dead lives again, and can thus be and do all that the 
Father wills concerning Him ; but it is in the sunlight 
of resurrection that His royal claims are conclusively 
tested, verified, and admitted. The disciples could not, 
would not, hear of their Master's death. The thought 
was too terrible. But when the resurrection of the slain 
One fills their hearts with a tumult of joy and wonder, 
the discovery is made that the deereed way to universal 
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authoritj was througli death and resarrection. To their 
amazementy they find that this had been predicted long, 
long befoi-e. Christ must go through the graTe, and 
through Hades, on His way to the throne. They had 
read the second and sixteenth Psalms often, but now a 
new and surprising light falls upon those prophetic odes. 
" Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten Thee." 
What means this 1 It means that the promise made unto 
the Withers, God hath fulfilled to us, theii* children, in that 
He hath raised up Jesus again ; as it is also written in 
the second Psalm. He is the firat-bom from the dead, 
that in all things He might have the pre-eminence. He 
is the first-begotten of the dead, and the prince of the 
kings of the earth. His sceptre and dominion are, there- 
fore, sure ; they are ffis in right of death omd resurrectiony 
as well as in virtue of the claims formerly stated. And 
then this, in the other Psalm named, "Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer Thine 
Holy One to see corruption." To whom does this refer] 
The resurrection of Jesus fiimishes apostles with the 
answer. " I will give you the sure mercies of David," — 
a witness, a leader, and commander to the people — and 
here is the proof : " Thou shalt not suffer Thine Holy 
One to see corruption." David died and saw corruption, 
but He whom Grod raised again saw no corruption. Thus, 
then, through death and resurrection, our blessed Lord 
passes on His way to dominion. The Heir of David, the 
Heir of Abraham, the Heir of God, must be attested thus. 
Yei-ily, it is well ordered in all things, and sure ! It 
is all surpassingly wonderful. Imposture here is an 
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absolute impossibility. Possession of the kingdom and 
dominion can only be in resurrection life. Christ has that. 
" I am He that liveth and was dead ; " and " I am the 
root and the ofl&pring of David," and He will most surely 
enter in possession of His kingly inheritance, at the time 
appointed of the Father 
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VIII. 
THE KING ON HIS THRONE. 

**T1ET HAVE I SKT MX" KING UPON MY HOLT HILL OF ZION." — 

Psa. iL 6. 

*' ALL KINGS SHALL FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM; ALL NATIONS SHALL 
SEBYE HIM." — Psa, IxxlL 11. 

*'THEN THE MOON SHALL BE CONFOUNDED, AND THE SUN 
ASHAMED, WHEN THE LORD OF HOSTS SHALL KEIGN IN 
MOUNT ZION, AND IN JERX7SALEM, AND BEFORE HIS ANCIENTS 

GLORIOUSLY."— /ao. xxiv. 23. 

"when the son of man SHALL COME IN HIS GLORY, AND ALL 
THE HOLY ANGELS WITH HIM, THEN SHALL HE SIT UPON THE 
THRONE OF HIS GLORY." — Matt, ZZY. 31. 

What mean these Scriptures ? Are they not definite, 
clear, pointed) Are they not significant of realities) 
Can we honestly read them as meaning something dif- 
ferent from that which they so obviously express ? They 
are predictions, not one of which has been fulfilled, and 
they are predictions of events so specific that the entire 
world must know of their fiilfilment whenever it does 
take place. 

Here is a locality, " the hill of Zion ;" here is a royal 
person, " God's King " in the Psalm, " the Son of Man " 
in the Gospel ; here is the^ universal recognition of His 
royal supremacy, "All kings fell down before Him, all 
nations serve Him ;" here is a repetition of the fact that 
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" Mount Zion in Jerusalem " is the seat of His govern- 
ment ; here ia the visible splendour of His presence, " The 
moon shall be confounded, and. the sun ashamed,'' of which 
a glimpse waa given on the mount of transfiguration, 
when " Ejs face did shine as the sun, and His raiment was 
white as the light ;" and here is the return from heaven 
to earth for the very purpose of fulfilling these prediction s^ 
" When the Son of Man shall come in his gloiy, and all 
the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the 
throne of His glory." 

Shall we venture to neutralise these Divinely definite 
prophecies by giving them a mystical, metaphorical, or 
what is called, "spiritual" meaning? Would not this 
be either adding to, or taking from, the Word of God ? 
Would any such interpretation be satisfactory to our- 
selves ? Should we not feel a misgiving, from the very 
vagueness of our theory, that there was something wrong ? 
In times of serious thoughtfulness, with these Divine words 
before us, should we not feel startled by the utter impos- 
sibility of giving to them a meaning which would fall so 
immeasurably short of their obvious requirements 1 

But a previous question wants an answer. Why should 
we wish to find a so-called fulfilment of these prophecies 
which would dispense with the advent, the locality, and 
the circumstances ? Assuming for a moment our right to 
object to " the hill of Zion " as the locality whence the 
world is to get law in the coming age, to " Jerusalem " as 
its metropolis, and to the return of the Son of Man as 
its King, let us ask ourselves why we exercise this right? 
On what is our objection founded ? what are its reasons ? 
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and are we prepared to submit something better, higher, 
more worthy of God and his Christ, and more clearly 
adapted to banish misery from our suffering world, and to 
rid it for ever of the horrible, the fiendish despotisms under 
which it groans 1 

If we have a better theory of government, a higher 
mode of legislation for the welfare of afflicted humanity 
than that which the literal acceptation of the words of 
Judea's seers gives, let us at once say so ; but let us 
remember, whilst doing it, that to assume a wisdom greater 
than God's is as far from true wisdom as it is from that 
holy reverence which best becomes creatures so entirely 
dependent, and so prone to judge wrongfully, as we are. 
The truth is, the entire question is utterly beyond our 
grasp. It involves interests and issues that stretch far 
across ages where our keenest vision fails. Without reve- 
lation we are nothing here ; but if we have revelation it 
must be at once accepted and implicitly trusted as suck 
We must not borrow its light as far as toe think expedient; 
and then affirm as Scriptural certain conclusions of our 
own, which it has not declared. It is our wisdom, privi- 
lege, duty, to receive with unreserved confidence all that 
God has said by His servants the prophets on this, as on 
every other subject on which they have spoken. 

We should, indeed, hail with admiration and joy the 
Divine purpose of ruling mankind through the risen Head 
of humanity, and of putting upon a certain locality in 
man's world, the royal privilege of being the seat of 
government. It is no longer to be treated as a distant 
province, for the day is coming when, not in metaphor, 
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or by poetical imagery, but as declaratory of a glorious 
fcuA^ the name of its capital city shall be " The Lord is 
THERE." (a) " At that time," says Jeremiah, " they shall 
call Jerusalem the ihrfyns of the Lord." (b) " The Lord 
dwelleth in Zion," (c) writes Joel. " Sing and rejoice, 
daughter of Zion ; for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the 
midst of thee, saith the Lord. And many nations shall 
be joined to the Lord in that day, and shall be my people ; 
and I will dw^ell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know 
that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto thee. And the 
Lord shall inherit Judah, His portion in the holy land, 
and shall choose Jerusalem agaiD." (d) 

" The Book of the Prophet Isaiah," is more frequently 
read, both in private and public, than that of any other of 
the Old Testament prophets. The reason of this prefer- 
ence, whilst all. alike speak as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost, is by no means difficult of discoveiy. The 
clearness of his style, the energy of his rebukes, his sudden 
transition from terrible denunciation to tender expostula- 
tion, the majesty of his desciiptive passages, and the sur- 
passing sublimity of his poetry, form a rare combination 
of attractions ; and when to this is added ^he fact that he 
speaks as if he were an eye-witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow — a fact, on ac- 
count of which he has from early times been called the 
Evangelical Prophet — it is easy to see why the writings 
of the Son of Amoz are so highly prized by his readers. 



(a) Ezek. xlviii 35. (b) Jer. iii. 17. 

(c) Joel iil 21. (d) Zech. iL 10-12. 
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Notice, also, the astonishing breadth of his field of vision. 
He has his local prophecies, his " burdens,'' to different 
nations or cities, many of them, and as remarkable as they 
are numerous ; such as those concerning Babylon, Moab, 
Damascus, Egypt^ ^I^^ Dumah, and Arabia ; but when 
he speaks of Judah and Jerusalem, the restoration of his 
people from all the lands of their long exile, their national 
happiness under the benignant reign of 'Hhe Prince of 
Peace," and the golden age of humanity through them, 
the supematurally strengthened eye of the seer sweeps 
the enormous field of vision, whilst his pen marks the 
chief points of interest, where aU is profoundly interesting, 
and leaves them as an imperishable legacy to all genera- 
tions. It is this which rivets attention, this sublime 
soaring over the long dark centuries of his country's deso- 
lation, and his countrymen's wanderings among the Gen- 
tiles, until, at last, he rests his weary wing in the presence 
of his adored Kino, upon " the holy hill of Zion," and 
sings,— 

'* Then the moon shall be confounded, 
And the sun ashamed, 

When the Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, 
And in Jerusalem, 
And before his ancients gloriously." 

Isaiah is pre-eminently the poet-prophet of the Messiah's 
world-wide kingdom. In glowing numbers, and with 
unfaltering certainty, he sings of the glory that shall be 
revealed ; but it is the presence of the Lord the King that 
constitutes that gloiy. ^' And it shall come to pass in the 
last days," he writes, " that the mountain of the Lord's 
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house shall be established in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills ; and all nations shall 
flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come 
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob ; and He will teach us of His 
ways, and we will walk in His paths ; for out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jeru- 
salem, And He shall judge among the nations, and shall 
rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; 
nations shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more." (a) 

That none of these most blessed things have as yet taken 
place is, alas! only too obvious; for Zion, the decreed 
locality of the Son of David's throne, is a desolation, and 
Jerusalem, the destined capital of His splendid empire, is 
trodden down of the Gentiles ; and actual war, or enor- 
mously costly preparation for it, is characteristic of all the 
great nations of the world. To tell us that Zion and 
Jerusalem mean the Church is to pervert language, to trifle 
with our understanding, and to make " the Word of God 
of none effect" Such explanations explain nothing, 
mystify every thiug, and make the prophecy worthless as a 
guide to the inquirer. The presence of the King, how- 
ever, upon the throne of His domiuioD, explains every- 
thing. The Prince of Peace upon the seat of government 
accounts for the universal quietness of the nations under 
His gracious sway. 

(a) Isa. ii. 2—4. 
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'^n that daj shall the branch of the Lord be beaatifiil 
and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent 
and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. And it 
shall come to pass that he that is left in Zion, and he that 
remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every 
one that is written among the living in Jerusalem/' But 
when ] " When the Lord shall have washed away the 
filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the 
blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit 
of judgment, and by the spirit of burning. And the 
Lord will create upon every dwelling-place of Mount 
Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, 
and the shining of a flaniing fire by night ; for upon all 
the glory shall be a defence." (a) In the wilderness, the 
cloud of glory rested over the tabernacle while the people 
rested, and formed the guide and defence of Israel when 
they journeyed. In the holy of holies of the temple, 
the sacred fire, or Shekinah, symbolised that God was 
accessible, and would accept the offerings according to the 
law. On the mount of transfiguration this glory-cloud 
invested the Lord, and when He shall reign in His 
kingdom, it will cover the holy hill and the city. Shall 
we call it the royal standard of the Sovereign, telling 
the nations that " the Lord is there ? " When had 
grandest earthly monarch any symbol of his presence in 
his palace comparable to this 1 A celestial light in mid- 
heav^en over the chief city of the great King, who is Him- 
self the light of the world, is imposingly sublime, and is 
most appropriate. 

(a) Isa. iv. 2—5. 
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Having stated that the Redeemer would come to Zion, 
our prophet addresses her thus : — " Arise, shine," — or be 
enlightened — " for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee." It is a joyful prospect, not for 
Jerusalem only, rebuilt in unprecedented magnificence, 
but for the nations of the world. " For, behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, and gix>ss darkness the 
people; but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His 
GLORY shall be seen upon thee,** What will be the effect 
of this heavenly glory-cloud upon the dark nations of the 
world ? We are told. " And the Gentiles shall come to 
thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.*' It 
is the city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of 
Is];ael, and this is the wondrous assurance that He is 
there. 

The wise men saw the star of the child Jesus, He that 
was *' born King of the Jews," and came from afar to 
worship Him. That was a type of what is to be when 
the Gentiles bless, and own themselves blessed in, the 
Great King, whose radiant star shines over His city, and 
sends its glorious light far and wide. This glory-light 
has always been the symbol of the Lord's presence, and it 
is impossible to conceive anything so strikingly suggestive 
of His character. It is a visible testimony to what He is 
in Himself — " God is light," — ^to what He does to His 
saints — " Now are ye light in the Lord," — and to what 
He will .be in the new age, now happily so near at hand — 
*<The light of the world." Thus at the 'giving of the 
law, " The Lord descended upon Mount Sinai in fire." (a) 
(a) Ex. zix. 18. 
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And in the details whicli follow we read, V Then went up 
Moses, and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and serenty of the 
elders of Israel ; and they saw the God of Israel j and there 
was under His feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire 
stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. 
.... And Moses went ap into the cloud, and a cloud 
covered the mount. And the glory of the Lord abode 
upon Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days ; and 
the seventh day He called unto Moses out of the midst of 
the cloud. And the sight of the glory of the Lord was 
like devouring fire on the top of the motmt in the eyes of 
the children of Israel" (a) God covers Himself with 
light as with a garment, and David predicts the time of 
the restoration of Jacob when " glory will dwdl in the 
land." It was this bright cloud which covered the mount 
of transfiguration. *• As I went to Damascus," said Paul 
to Agrippa, " with authority and commission from the 
chief priests, at midday, O King, I saw in the way a 
light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shin- 
ing round about me and them who journeyed with me." (b) 
In the apocalyptic vision John saw one like unto the Son 
of Man, whose " countenance was as the sun shineth in 
his strength." (c) In Daniel's vision He is seen coming 
with the clouds of heaven to receive the universal mon- 
archy of the world, (d) He Himself says, speaking of 
His return, " They shall see the Son of Man coming in 
the cloiids of heaven with power and great glory." (e) 

(a) Ex. xxiv. 9, 10, 15—17. (b) Acts xxvi 12, 13. 
(c) Rev. L 16. (d) Dan. vii 13. 

(e) Matt zxiv. 30. 
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The glory-cloud received Him wlien He ascended ; and in 
like manner respecting His return we have this assurance, 
" Behold He cometh with clouds." (a) Clearly, then, the 
canopy of light over the great city of the Lord is the sym- 
bol of His presence there. 

" In the year that King Uzziah died," the prophet was 
favoured with a wonderful vision of a scene which, in all 
its reality, is yet to be. " I saw the Lord," says he, " sit- 
ting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled 
the temple. Above it stood the seraphim ; each one had 
six wings ; with twain he covered his face, and with 
twain he covered Ids feet, and with twain he did fly. 
And one cried unto another, and said. Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord of hosts ; the whole earth is full of His 
glory." (b) That Jesus is referred to here, we have the 
testimony of John : " These things said Esaias, when he 
saw His glory and spake of Him." (c) And it is the 
earthy not heaven, that the seraphim sing of as full of His 
glory j but before that can be He must sit upon His lofty 
throne. This is the order of events everywhere revealed 
in Scripture, and by reversing it we create difficulties and 
mystenes where none actually exist, and try to vindicate 
what we call the ways of God, which need no vindication 
if we would only look at them in the light of the revela- 
tion He has so graciously given us. 

** For unto us a child is bom" — ^the Redeemer in His 
humanity — "unto us a son is given" — the Redeemer in 
His divinity — " and the government shall be upon His 

(a) Rev. i. 7. (b) Isa. vi. 1—3. 

(c) John xii. 41. 

L 
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shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon His kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 
with judgment €uid with justice from henceforth, even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this." (a) 
If there were no other prophecy to the same effect, this 
proves that Israel must be restored to their own land, and 
established as a nation, — the medium of blessing to the 
world, — ^that the throne of David must be set up, and 
that it will be occupied by the Prince of Peace, David's 
son and Heir, and David's glorious Lord. 

We are asked with a look of triumph. How are all 
these improbabilities to be brought about ? But we deny 
the assumption that they are improbabilities. On the 
contrary, what God has done for the Helw^w people 
already, and what He has done for the Gentiles through 
them, form a strong presumptive argument that when He 
has completed the Church of the first-born. He will return 
to His ancient nation with double blessing. Nay, He has 
actually said that He wilL " Comfort ye, comfoi-t ye my 
people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jeru- 
salem, and cry unto her, that her warfare" — or the 
appointed time of her affliction — " is accomplished, that 
her iniquity is pardoned ; for she hath received of the 
Lord's hand double for all her sins." (b) As after Job's 
deep trials, the Lord gave him twice as much as he had 

(a) Isa. ix. 6, 7. (b) Isa. xL 1, 2. 
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before, so to Israel He saith, " For your shame ye shall 
have double ; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their 
portion ; therefore in their land they shall possess the 
double ; everlasting joy shall be unto them." (a) But if 
such sublime predictions presented difElculties altogether 
insiirmountable by the powers of human reason, we are 
provided with an answer which fiilly meets the case, 
" The zeal of the Lard of hosts will perform this" 

But we ask in turn, what said the angel to Mary 
respecting Jesus 1 " He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest, and the Lord God shall 
give unto Him the throne of His father David ; and He 
shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever ; and of His 
kingdom there shall be no end." (b) Why, then, presume 
to set aside the obvious meaning of the angeFs words, by 
telling us that Christ reigns spiritually in the hearts of 
believers 1 Who denies this ? This is a truth of un- 
utterable preciousness, but it has nothing to do either 
with the meaning of Gabriel, or with that of the predic- 
tion in the book of Isaiah. By what stretch of fancy can 
the hearts of Christians be called the throne of David ? 
But this must be maintained, or some other similar 
absurdity, if by the throne of His father David Christ's 
spiritual reign in the hearts of His followers is supposed 
to be meant. Chris't was made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh ; He was literally David's descendant 
and the Heir to his throne ; and the day is coming when 
He shall literally reign over Israel and Judah — then to 

(a) Isa. Ixi 7. (b) Luke i. 32, 33. 
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be re-united in one nation, — and in consequence of that 
reign the whole earth will speedily be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 
" And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which 
shall stand for an ensign of the people ; to it shall the 
Grentiles seek ; and His rest shall be glorious. . . . The 
envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of 
Judah shall be cut off : Ephraim shall not envy Judah, 
and Judah shall not vex Ephraim." (a) 

Isaiah's twelfth chapter is a gem of rarest lustre, a 
Divine brilliant. The brief chapter closes with these 
jubilant words : " Sing unto the Lord, for he hath done 
excellent things; this is known in all the earth. Cry 
out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion ; for great is the 
Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee" * Isaiah bad to 
do with royal matters, and he speaks in right royal style. 
We have no mere guesswork of a gifted man here, no 
mere patriot breathings of a hope without solid founda- 
tion, no mere gushings of the poetic genius drawing its 
materials from the rich stores of a splendid imagination ; 
but the servant of God, inspired by the Holy Ghost, 
telling the world what awaits it in the latter days. With 
the book of Isaiah open before us, we should as much 
think of denying Divine inspiration as we shoiild think 
of denying the light of the sun at noonday ; and, there- 
fore, with this book before us, we must surrender every 
right principle of interpretation before we give up the 
belief that a kingdom of peerless majesty, the realization 

(a) Isa. xi. 10, 13. 
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of a Divine design, shall one day have as its locality the 
very "world in which we live. 

In the thirteenth chapter we are suddenly startled by 
a banner upon a high mountain, the summoning of the 
Lord's sanctified and mighty ones, and a tumultuous 
noise of nations gathered together, and the Lord of hosts 
mustering the battle, whilst the weapons of his indigna- 
tion ai*e seen flashing before us. " Howl ye !" shouts the 
prophet, with vehemence, "for the day of the Lord is at 
hand !" It cometh, he proceeds, " cruel both with wrath 
and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate ; and He shall 
destroy the sinners thereof out of it. For the stars of 
heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their 
light ; the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and 
the moon shall not cause her light to shine. And I will 
punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their 
iniquity ; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to 
cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible." 
We then see the overwhelming destruction that comes 
upon Babylon, (a) The " taunting speech " — the withering 
sarcasm "against the King of Babylon"— with which 
emancipated Israel address the humbled monarch, in the 
fourteenth chapter, is the connecting link between the 
song of Moses in Exodus, and the alleluia of "much 
people in heaven" in the book of Bevelation, over the 
destruction of " Babylon the Great^ the mother of harlots 
and aix)minations of the eartL" Once, twice, thrice, a 
song of victory greets our ear in the Bible— first, over 

(a) Compare Ch. xariv. 21—23 ; Joel ii. 31, 32 ; Joel iii. 16—17 ; 
Matt xxiv. 29 -31 ; and Luke xxi. 25—27. 
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Egypt ; secondly, over the golden bead of Grentile 
supremacy; and, thirdly, over all the enemies of the 
Lord, headed by the Antichrist. It is then that these 
victorious words are thundered through space: "The 
Lord God Omnipotent reioneth !'* 

The Babylonian tyrant becomes the type of the daring 
<* Lucifer" and "the Assyrian" of the last days, and 
Isaiah breaks forth thus : " How art thou fallen from 
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning ! how art thou 
cast down, which didst weaken the nations ! For thou 
hast said in thine hearty I will ascend into heaven, I will 
exalt my throne above the stars of God ; I will sit also 
upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north ; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds ; I 
will be like the Most High." But the doom of the bold 
blasphemer is uttered: — "Yet thou shalt be brought 
down to hell, to the sides of the pit." And, further, 
" The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying. Surely as I have 
thought, so shall it come to pass ; and as I have purposed 
so shall it stand, that I will break the Assyrian" — 
where? — "in my Icmd, and upon my mmtntains tread 
him under foot ; then shall his yoke depart from off 
them, and his burden depart from off their shoulders. 
This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole 
earth ; and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all 
the nations. For the Lord of hosts hath purposed, and 
who shall disannul it ? and His hand is stretched out, and 
who shall turn it backl" There is no hesitant speech 
here, no contingency, but, on the contrary, with nervous 
emphasis the seer declares what shall be done, and 
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challenges the universe to prevent it. Realizing these 
predictions of the time when the Usurper, "the prince 
of the power of the air," shall be cast down from heaven 
and confined in the prison . prepared for him, and 
when He " whose right it is " shall wield His sceptre 
over man, faith is invigorated, the mind is braced and 
strengthened, and we feel the calmness of certainty 
respecting the ultimate destruction of evil, and the 
ultimate triumph of truth and righteousness in our world. 
"It shall be done, for the Lord hath spoken," is the 
animating truth which sheds its light upon these grand 
descriptions of the time when God's Anointed shall 
ascend the throne decreed for Him. 

Good government, — how the nations groan for that ! 
It has been the want of all ages. How revolting the 
history of tyranny ! What unutterable injustice, foul 
wi'ong, diabolical cruelty, have been done in the name of 
h/w t To attempt a description of the indescribable is 
folly. The very efforts which have been made by daring 
military geniuses to found a universal empire, to weld 
into one the nations of the world that were devouring 
each other, prove something more than the ambition of an 
Alexander, a Caesar, or a Napoleon. These soldiers con- 
ceived the idea of a throne for the world. It was a great 
prize to aim at. What though the blood of millions would 
be shed in the effort to grasp it 1 That consideration 
could easily be turned into an argument in its favour. 
The blood of millions would be sure to flow, at any rate. 
The nations, barbarous or civilized, would not fail to deal 
in mutual slaughter. Is it not better to put an end to 
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this madness at any cost ? Thus the aspirant to a uni- 
versal throne might sti'engthen himself for carnage by a 
dream of universal peace when he should reach the height 
of his ambition. He was but killing men for the good of 
man, cutting his way through the slaves or mercenaries 
of crowned blunderers who knew not how to govern, that 
he might seize the reins of universal sovereignty, uncrown 
his enemies, and proclaim peace to the world. Did not 
the end justify the means 1 Was he not, in fact, th^ 
great benefactor of enslaved kingdoms and empires, the 
great deliverer of a sorely oppressed world ? 

But when T see the utter failure of all forms of human 
government to rid the world of its woes, or to bring in 
the reign of peace, I turn gratefully to the Divine remedy 
for these universal commotions and distractions. " Give 
the King Thy judgments, O God, and Thy righteousness 
unto the King's Son. He shall judge Thy people with 
righteousness, and Thy poor with judgment The moun- 
tains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills 
by righteousness. He shall judge the poor of the people, 
He shall save the children of the needy, and shall break 
in pieces the oppressor." (a) " I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn it; and it shall be no more until He come 
whose right it is ; and I wiU give it Him." (b) *' And 
He said unto me, Son of man, the place of my throne 
and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell 
in the midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my 
holy name shall the house of Israel no more defile, neither 

(a) Psa. Ixadi 1—4 (b) Ezek. xxi 27. 
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they, nor their kings, by their whoredom, nor by the 
carcases of their kings in their high places." (a) " And I 
will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I wiU destroy 
the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen; and I will 
overthrow the chariots and those that ride in them ; and 
the horses and theii* riders shall come down, every one 
by the sword of his brother." (b) "And in the days of 
these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
which shall never be destroyed ; and the kingdom shall 
not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for 
ever." (c) "And wisdom and knowledge shall be the 
stability of Thy times, and strength of salvation." (d) 
" My heart is inditing a good matter ; I speak of the 
things which I have made touching the King ; my tongue 
is the pen of a ready writer. Thou art fairer than the 
children of men ; grace is poured into Thy lips ; therefore 
God hath blessed Thee for ever. . . . Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever; the sceptre of Thy kingdom is a 
right sceptre." (e) " Behold, a Eling shall reign in 
righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment." (f) 
" Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise 
unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign 
and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in 
the earth. In His days Judah shall be saved, and Israel 
shall dwell safely ; and this is the name whereby he shall 
be called, The Lord our Righteousness. Therefore, 

(a) Ezek. zliii. 7. (h) Hag. ii 22. 

(c) Dan. ii. 44. (d) Isa. xxxiii. 6. 

(e) Psa. xlv. 1, 2, 6. (f) Isa. xxxiL 1. 
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behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that they shall no 
more say, The Lord liveth, which brought up the children 
of Israel out of the land of Egypt ; but. The Lord liveth, 
which brought up and which led the seed of the house of 
Israel out of the north coimtry, and fi'om all countries 
whither I had driven them ; and they shall dwell in their 
own land." (a) " Behold, your house is left unto you 
desolate," said the rejected Eedeemer when He was about 
to leave the people that rejected Him and depart to a far 
country. ''For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall say. Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord." (b) This was actiially a promise 
to return. And in the day of IsiuePs approaching 
extremity it will be performed, and they shall say : — 
" Lo, this is our God ; we have waited for Him, and He 
will save us ; this is the Lord ; we have waited for Him, 
we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation." (c) ISTa- 
thanael, the Israelite indeed, only anticipated his restored 
nation when he exclaimed, " Rabbi, thou art the Son of 
God ; thou art the King of Israel" (d) 

Accepting the plain and obvious meaning of all these 
passages they cannot but remind us of David's joyful 
words — " Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of 
€rod !" (e) And they cannot but suggest to us that 
mighty events lie in the pathway of our planet as it 
travels on to the fulfilment of the purpose for which it 
was created. When the King of Israel ascends His throne 

(a) Jer. xxiii. 5—8. (b) Matt, xxiii 38, 39. 

(c) Isa. XXV. 9. (d) John i. 49. 

(e) Psa. Ixxxvii. 3. 



TSB KINO ON HIS THBONE. 155 

the tyrants of Gentilism miist fall, for the throne of 
iniquity, that frameth miaohief by Jaw, can have no 
fellowship with Him. A i)ei^dct whirlwind of revolu- 
tions will shortly pass over the nations; "And the 
loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness 
of men shall be made low ; and the Lord alone shall be 
exalted in that day. And the idols He shall utterly 
abolish. And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, 
and into the caves of the earth, for fear of iAxe Lord, and 
for the glory of His majesty, when He ariseth to shake 
terribly the earth." (a) For " the Lord shall cause His 
glorious voice to be heard, and shall show the lighting 
down of His arm, with the indignation of His anger, and 
with the flame of a devouring fire, with scattering, and 
tempest, and hailstones." (b) 

The treasury of prophecy is full of wonders, and when 
they shall begin to show themselves, the alarmed world, 
and that great hypocrisy that walks arm in arm with it, — 
the nominal church, — ^will discover, when it is too late to 
get the full benefit of the lesson, that it had been better 
to have listened to the Word of God. What an amazing 
sifting there will be of the ways of men when the King 
of Israel, xthe Lord of all, sits upon his throne judging 
righteously ! What a marvellous destruction of the 
world's politics, and diplomacies ! What an exposure 
of its hoUowness, falsehoods, selfishness, folly, and pride ! 
What a revelation of the many-sided impostures with 
which it cheats itself and all who foolishly trust it ! What 
a clearing up of the perplexing mysteries of humanity and 
(a) Isa. ii 17—19. (b) Isa. zxz. 30. 
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society ! What a reversal of our verdicts and a settiag 
aside of our boasted wisdom 1 What a putting down of 
the mighty and a setting up of the lowly ! and every- 
where what justice, righteousness, and truth ! The day 
of the Lord's power will bring to light the hidden things 
of darkness, and establish truth and equity in the earth. 
The terrible confusion that prevails everywhere must flee' 
before the face of the great King; and the Befineb's 
JwQ will consume the enormous piles of wood, hay, and 
stubble, that the long ages of ecclesiastical apostasy have 
gathered in His name. But oh, how glorious when all 
this is over, and a world, rescued from the Destroyer, 
and basking in the light of purity, peace, righteousness, 
and joy, is beheld by the King on His thboke! 
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IX. 
SUBJUGATION OF THE WORLD. 

**THOXr HAST MADE ME THE HEAD OF THE HEATHEN."— P«a. 

xviii. 43. 

"NATIONS THAT KNEW NOT THEE SHALL RUN T7NT0 THEE, 
BECAUSE OF THE LORD THY GOD, AND FOR THE HOLY ONE 
OF ISRAEL; FOR HE HATH GLORIFIED THEE." — Isa. Iv. 6. 

"HE MUST REIGN, TILL HE HATH PUT ALL ENEMIES UNDER HIS 
FEET. . . . ALL THINGS SHALL BE SUBDUED UNTO HIM." — 

1 Cor. XV. 25, 28. 

The conflict between good and evil in our world has con- 
tinued long. Shall it ever come to an end ] Will the 
tremendous struggle, of which this planet has been the 
theatre for six thousand years, be prolonged indefinitely ] 
Shall another long series of generations be born, suffer, 
groan, and die without any solvent of the fearful mystery, 
or any sign of an end to the dismal warfere ] 

Who that has thought at all has not often put such 
questions as these to himself? The most sensitive of men, 
the most humane and tender-hearted, are the greatest 
sufferers from the sights and sounds of woe that haunt 
8[ociety. It is positively an affliction to be benevolent. 
Terrible must be the condition of things in a world where 
the most God-like men are the most restless on account 
of " the evils that are done under the sun," and where you 
are almost tempted to envy the man who is desti'Aite of 
sympathetic feelings, and who passes through life in utter 
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indifference to the calamities that percolate through every 
crevice of this rent and shattered world. There is not a 
human habitation from the most gorgeous palace that 
glitters in the orient light to the wigwam of the red 
Indian or the snow hut of the poor Greenlander where sor- 
row has not entered. There is no human heart that has 
not felt the pressure of some grief. All souls are stained 
hy the inherited corruption, all bodies are marked hj 
the signs of mortality, all nations are full of the deadly 
leprosy of sin, and all efforts hitherto employed to check 
or counteract these mournful evils have been only like a 
light shining in the darkness, which a few have followed, 
but which the overwhelming majority have despised, 
" comprehending it not." 

Creation still groans from its centre to its circumference. 
Over the Divine (xospel let down from heaven, to show 
men what they are and what they may become by follow- 
ing its counsels, they have been quarrelling and fighting 
ever since its mild light fell upon the earth. Instead of 
accepting it as the priceless boon of a Father's love, and 
the result of a Bedeemer's compassion, they have made it 
the occasion of wretched rivalries, bitter uncharitableness, 
mutual recrimination, frightful persecutions, and the worst 
form^of tyranny that ever cursed the earth. Even men 
of God, Christ's disciples and followers, the few, the small 
minority, who walk in the light as He is in the light, are 
obliged to say, " Even we ourselves groan within our- 
selves." (a) The very men who say that they are heirs of 
God and co-heirs with Christ add, in the same breath, 

(a) Eom. viii. 23. 
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*' We suffer.^^ (a) Their hopes are great, their prospects 
are wonderfully bright ; and that these hopes and pros- 
pects will be fully realized they know ; for they have 
promises, "earnest," "first fruits," pledges, guarantees 
in ample abundance ; but the very light that has dawned 
upon them, streaming upon the glory that shall be theirs, 
has revealed their moral sores, corruptions, infirmities, 
short-comings, unworthiness, personal helplessness. They 
groan, wrestle, strive, fight. The sun that has risen upon 
them, with healing in His wings, has disclosed the terrible 
virulence of the disease that ajQlicts them ; and though 
they trust, believe, and " are confident" that He who 
hath begun a good work in them will complete it so as to 
present them faultless, spotless, before the Father in the 
glorious kingdom, yet they are not the less, but all the 
more, painfully conscious that in them, that is in their 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing. 

" No good thing r (b) What a verdict is this upon the 
apostasy of the human race ! Who can believe, if these 
words really mean what they seem to say, that science, 
philosophy, education, commerce, legislation, can meet 
this absolute negative with a positive quantity that shall 
go the least way to neutralize it 1 The noticeable fact 
here is that the very men who record this verdict against 
themselves are just the men who have taken God at His 
word, and who, consequently, anticipate with perfect 
confidence a time when they shall be delivered from every 
corruption, infirmity, spot, and stain, and stand before 
God in all the loveliness and grandeur of moral puiity, 
(a) Rom. viii. 17. (b) Horn. vii. 18. 
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copies of Him of whom the Father said, " This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." (a) Can we 
wonder then that these men, thus strangely educated by a 
teaching that kills and makes alive at the same time, 
should feel "deeply, anxiously, concerning the great black 
sea of human corruption that festers and welters around 
them over the entire globe) 

Believers in the speedy return of the adobable 
Deliyebeb indifferent to the state of the world, care- 
less about the deplorable condition of suffering, sinning, 
distracted, dying, humanity ! Surely this is an intolerable 
libeL Does not the obvious inadequacy of existing agency 
to meet the evils they deplore, taken in connection with 
their deep conviction of the wisdom and love of God, lead 
them to search the Scriptures with increased eai-nestness 
to see whether He has any other plan of operation in 
reserve for the subjugation of the world? They can 
neither believe in the final victory of evil, nor in a still 
greatly prolonged contest between it and good. They are 
confident that the crisis of the long battle, and its issues, 
have been determined by infinite wisdom, and they draw 
the consolation which sustains them amidst the darkness 
from the feet that their confidence is warranted by pro- 
phetic revelation. "What but this light in a dark place 
could uphold them within view of the appalling moral 
chaos which meets the eye wherever it turns 1 And this 
prophetic revelation, whatever may be thought of it by 
those who have not realized its value and signification, is 
both full and clear. The subjugation of the world to 
(a) Matt, iii 17. 
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Jehovah's Anointed One is put beyond the possibility of 
doubt. It is entirely removed from the region of con- 
tingency, and placed among the settled decrees of heaven. 
A matter of this supreme importance cannot be left 
dependent upon the probability of Christian zeal in diffus- 
ing the Gospel, even if its universal diffusion were the 
same thing as the establishment of the Eoyal Kights of 
Jesus in the earth, which it certainly is not 

When we examine the testimony of Scripture on the 
subject, it is impossible to avoid the startling conclusion 
that fearful judgments and terrible wars precede the pre- 
dicted reign of the Prince of Peace. As the wars of 
David went before the peaceful reign of his son Solomon, 
so will it be in this case. " Watchman, what of the 
night 1 Watchman, what of the night 1 The watchman 
said. The morning cometh and also the night." (a) So it 
is revealed. The morning will surely come, but & fearful 
night precedes it, a night so appallingly awfiil that the 
Lord has expressly promised to shoi-ten it, otherwise no 
flesh could be saved. 

" Blow ye the tnimpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in 
my holy mountain : let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble : for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at 
hand ; a day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds 
and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the 
mountains : a great people and a strong ; there hath not 
been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, to 
the years of many generations. A fire devoureth before 
them, and behind them a flame bumeth : the land is as th« 

(a) Isa. xxi. 11, 12. 
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garden of Eden before tliem, and behind them a desolate 
wilderness ; yea, and nothing shall esca^ie them. The 
appearance of them is as the appearance of horses ; and 
as horsemen, so shaD they i-un. Like the noise of 
chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, Uke 
the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as 
a strong people set in battle array. Befoi-e their face the 
people shall be much pained ; all faces shall gather black- 
ness. They shall run like mighty men ; they shall climb 
the wall like men of war ; and they shall march every 
one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks : 
neither shall one thrust another ; they shall walk every 
one in his path ; and when they figill upon the sword they 
shall not be wounded. They shall run to and fro in the 
city ; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up 
upon the houses ; they shall enter in at the windows like 
a thief. The earth shall quake before them; the heavens 
shall tremble ; the sun and moon shall be dark, and the stars 
shall withdraw their shining. And the Lord shall utter 
His voice before His army ; for His camp is veiy great ; for 
He ia strong that executeth His word ; for the day of the 
Lord is great and very tenible ; and who can abide it 1" (a) 
By comparing this fearful locust scene with that under 
the fifth apocalyptic trumpet, some further details of the 
terrible visitation will be found. " And the fifth angel 
sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the 
earth ; and to him was given the key of the bottomless 
pit And he opened the bottomless pit ; and there 
arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great 

(a) JoeliL 1—11. 
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furnace ; and the sun and the air were darkened b^ rea- 
son of the smoke of the pit. And there came out of the 
smoke locusts upon the earth ; and unto them was given 
power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. , . And 
in those days shall men seek death, and shall not nnd it; 
and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them." (a) 

Awful ! terrible ! "What must be the state of things 
when the desperate relief of suicide shall be rendered 
impossible ? The heart sickens at the conception of such 
horrors. The apocalyptic woes, however, of which the 
plagues of Egypt are the type, are God's judgments upon 
the world for its astounding wickedness. When that 
which now hinders the full development of Satan's policy 
shall be taken out of the way, and the Man of Sin, the 
Son of Perdition is revealed, in the heat of the devil's 
wrath the vintage of the earth will speedily ripen. The 
state of the world during the brief reign of the Man of 
Sin, or Wild Beast, will be inconceivably awful. It has 
long wished to get rid of Grod : " Depart from us ; for we 
desire not the knowledge of Thy ways," (b) has been its 
cherished thought, the wish of its corrupt heart, throu^ 
long generations. This wish will be gratified for a short 
time ; but Oh, what follows ! Anti-Christ will appear to 
have it all his own way. Satan offered the dominion of 
the world to our blessed Lord, and was repelled; he finds 
one at last, however, who accepts the fatal gift. 

*' And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a 
beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his head^ 
(a) Rev. ix. 1-^, 6. (b) Job xxi 14 
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the name of blasphemy. And the beast which I saw 
was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a 
bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion, and the 
dragon — (just before cast down to the earth) — gave him his 
power, and his seat, and great authority. And I saw one 
of his heads as it were wounded to death ; and his deadly 
wound was healed ; and all the world wondered after the 
beast. And they worshipped the dragon which gave 
power unto the beast ; and they worshipped the beast, 
saying, Who is like unto the beast 1 who is able to make 
war with him 1 And there was given unto him a mouth 
speaking great things and blasphemies ; and power was 
given imto hira to continue forty and two months. And 
he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blas- 
pheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them that 
dwell in heaven. And it was given unto him to make 
war with the saints, and to overcome them ; and power 
was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 
And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose 
names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world." (a) 

Such is the appalling picture of the dark night which, 
oomes before the morning. The devil has everything his 
own way at last. He is worshipped, and his representa- 
tive whom he energizes is worshipped, by all who dwell 
upon the earth, except those .whose names are in the book 
of life. The mighty monarch soon gets rid of those who 
refuse to worship. I^ay, an image of the beast is made, 
and a decree is passed, as in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, 
(a) Rev. xiii. 1—8. 
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that as many as will not worship it shall be killed. We 
see what the world comes to under the reign of the bold 
blasphemer. The world would not have the Christ of 
God, but it accepts the Devil's Christ, and we behold the 
result. How then is God to deal with this monster of 
iniquity and the nations which have believed his " lie,"' 
except by terrific judgments 1 The dispensation of grace 
is past, the Bride is safe with the Bridegroom in glory, 
and the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, has appeared. 
Either, therefore, the world must be abandoned entirely 
by God, its reclamation being a hopeless enterprise, or it 
must be dealt with in judgment. The latter will be the 
adopted alternative ; for Grod will not give up the decreed 
dominions of His Son to the fury and anarchy of the law- 
less one, the diabolical Usurper. 

"If I whet my glittering sword," he says, "and mine 
hand take hold on judgment; I will render vengeance to 
mine enemies, and will reward them that hate me. I will 
make mine arrows drunk with blood, and my sword shall 
devour flesh, and that with the blood of the slain and of 
the captives, from the beginning of revenges upon the 
enemy." And joy will follow both to His people Israel, 
" the remnant" that shall survive the sore tribulation, and 
the nations of the world. " Rejoice, ye nations, with 
His people ; for He will avenge the blood of his sei-vants, 
and will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will be 
merciful unto his land and to his people." (a) " It is the 
day of the Lord's vengeance, and the year of recompenses 
Ibrthe controversy of Zion." (b) The prophet sees this great 
(a) Deut xxxii 41—43. (b) Isa. xxxiv. 8. 
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day of judgment, and writes thus, "Who is this that 
oometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah) — 
this that is glorious in His apparel, travelling in the great- 
ness of His strength 1 I that speak in righteousness, 
mighty to save. Wherefore art Thou red in Thine 
apparel, and Thy garments like Him that treadeth in the 
winefati I have ti*odden the winepress alone; and of 
the people there was none with Me ; for I will tread them 
in Mine anger, and trample them in My friry ; and their 
blood shall be sprinkled upon My garments, and I will 
stain all My raiment. For the day of vengeance is in 
Mine heart, and the year of My redeemed is come. And 
I looked, and there was none to help ; and I wondered 
that there was none to uphold ; therefore Mine own arm 
brought salvation unto Me ; and My fnry, it upheld Me. 
And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and 
make them drunk in My fury, and I will bring down 
their strength to the earth." (a) 

The battle of this great day of God Almighty will be 
such as our earth, notwithstanding its countless slaughter 
scenes, never saw before. The spirits of devils working 
miracles will go forth unto the kings of the earth and of 
the whole world to gather them to that decisive contest. 
These have one mind and shall give their power and strength 
unto the Beast. " These shall make wa/r uith the Lamb,'' 
Words of ample import ! Who can read them without a 
feeling of perfect amazement 1 Will it, indeed, come to this 
before God's Anointed shall reign in peace over His own 
world 1 Yes ; what^sin is, in its full and terrible intensity, 

(a) Isa. Iziii. 1 — 6. 
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in the height and depth of its daring, in the force and 
fierceness of its enmity, must be made manifest to all 
worlds, that there may be no room left for palliation or 
apology on its behalf throughout all the future. " These 
shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall oTer- 
come them ; for He is Lord of lords, and King of kings ; 
and they that are with Him are called, and chosen, and 
faithful" (a) 

Into the details of this great conflict, which shakes 
heaven and earth, ''that those things which cannot be 
shaken may remain,*' (b) I enter not. Let us, however, 
look at the closing scene, which for mingled majesty and 
terror is unsurpassed. " Andl saw heaven opened, and 
behold a white horse ; and He that sat upon him was 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth 
judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, 
and on His head were many crowns ; and He had a name 
written that no man knew but He Himself. And He waa 
dlothed with a vesture dipped in blood; and His name 
is called the Word of Grod. And the armies which were 
in heaven followed Him upon white horses, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a 
sharp sword, that with it He should smite the nations ; 
and He shall rule them with a rod of iron ; and He 
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. And He hath on His vesture and on 
His thigh a name written. Kino of kings, and Lord of 
liORDS. And I saw an angel standing in the sun ; and 
he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that 
fly in the midst of heaven. Come and gather yourselves 

(a) Rev. xrii. 14. (b) Heb. ziL 27«. 
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together unto the supper of the great God ; that ye may 
eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the 
flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them 
that sit on them, and the flesh of all men*' — ^that is, 
of course, of all who have Mien in this dread carnage 
— " both free and bond, both small and great. And I saw 
the beast^ and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against Him that sat on 
the horse, and against His army. And the beast was 
taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought 
miracles before him, with which he deceived them that 
had received the mark of the beast, and them that 
worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a 
lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the renmant 
were slain with the sword of Him that sat upon the 
horse, which sword proceeded out of His mouth" — that 
is, as Isaiah puts it, the breath of Hia lips with which 
He shall slay the wicked—" and all the fowls were filled 
with their flesh." (a) After this Satan is cast into the 
bottomless pit, and the millennium begins. 

But now that the battle is the Lord's, and His enemies 
are scattered in the whirlwind of His wrath, like the chaff 
of the summer threshing-floor, what about the nations of the 
world 1 Incredible multitudes have fallen in that amazing 
war ; kings, generals, men, from the confederated nations 
under the leadership of the great Atheist ; and vast num- 
bers of Jews have miserably perished in the unprecedented 
tribulation ; so vast that Zechariah tells us only a third 
part of them shall be left — the part habitually spoken of 
(a) Rev. xix. 11—21. 
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as the remuaat, or the remnant according to the election 
of grace ; but still, though the world's population has 
been fearfully thinned, there remain its great nations all 
over the globe, and it becomes an inquiry of the deepest 
interest how the Loixi is to deal Tvdth them, so as to secure 
their subjugation to His sway. Will He establish a great 
despotism after the example of the kings of the earth, 
and secure obedience by the might of irresistible power 1 
If this were His purpose we could even accept it with 
gi'atitude, because we are quite sure that no injustice, 
no tyranny, no wrong, could possibly take place in His 
dominions. Absolute power, in the hands of absolute per- 
fection, would be a vastly different thing from any of the 
absolutisms of royal story in the ages that are past. 

But this is not His purpose, if we read the words of 
His servants the prophets correctly. His kingdom, though 
in this world, so far as its subjects are concerned, will not 
be "of it." Its laws and administration, its principles 
of loyalty, its rewards, and punishments, will not be 
modelled after those of earthly kingdoms, but will all be 
Divinely perfect. " The greatest happiness of the greatest 
number," has sometimes been a watchword with philo- 
sophical politicians, and, of course, a watchword only, for 
philosophical politicians have no power to secure the 
social happiness of which they speak. But when the all 
pEBFEcrr One takes to Himself His royal power, the 
greatest good of His subjects will be both soiight and 
secured. This indeed is one of the great objects for which 
God hath anointed EEim, and promised Him dominion 
" under the whole heaven." To secure the well-being of 
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universal humanity, under the sceptre of the Son of Man, 
after the Church chosen in Christ Jesus before the world 
was, shall have been called, justified, sanctified, and glori- 
fied, is part of the infinitely wise and beneficent counsel 
of God ; and this is the next great step, in the still un- 
folding and advancing procession of Divine decrees ; for 
you will remember that the millennium itself with all its 
'' scenes surpassing fable and yet true," is not the final state* 

Let us then read the prophets for light on this subject. 
We would know, if it is revealed — ^for beyond revelation 
we go not a hair's breadth, having no theory of our own 
to buttress, no speculation to support — how the Qbbat 
King is to subdue the &mily of man so as to secure its 
loyalty, and to bless it with light, and peace, and holi- 
ness, after the destruction of the dread Usurper and his 
countless legions. 

The first thing to be remembered is the startling fact 
that all which we now include under heathendom is 
heathen still at the beginning of Messiah's reign; that all 
Christendom has openly apostatized even from nominal 
Christianity ; and that the vast majority of the Jews have 
received as their messiah the Anti-Christ who has " come 
in his own name," *' denying the Father and the Son." 
What a world it therefore is ! Well may the Lord com- 
pare it to the world before the flood in the days of Noah I 
Now this dreadful universal darkness must be scattered. 
But how] By miracle 1 No. The blessed Ruler has 
provided for the occasion. Through long and weary cen- 
turies the people of Israel have been scattered over the 
entire globe for the punishment of their iniquities ; but 
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God 6Ter brings good out of evil ; and when the elect 
remnant has been brought through the fire and refined as 
silver, and tried as gold, numbers of them will be sent to 
the various nations in which they were bom, over the 
entire surface of the globe, to proclaim the glad tidings of 
salvation, and the news of the kingdom of God. Amongst 
the other remarkable things connected with this mar- 
vellous people, the Jews, is their facility in the acquisition 
and use of languages. It would seem as if the confiision 
of tongues, which was a punishment of Gentile impiety, 
should be redeemed by Jewish piety, after many ages of 
Jewish exile and sorrow among the Gentiles. 

" This people have I formed for myself," saith the Lord, 
the King of Israel ; " they shall show forth my praise." (a) 
''And I will send those that escape of them unto the 
nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, 
to Tubal and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not 
heard my fame, neither have seen my glory ; and they 
shall declare my glory among the Gentiles." (b) 

It is surely needless to say that the loving zeal of these 
godly Israelites will be deepened and strengthened by the 
humbling ' recollection that their fathers crucified their 
King, and that their nation continued duiing the entire 
period of its world-wide wanderings to reject Jesus of 
Nazareth as the Messiah of God. Besides, and above all, 
it is to be remembered that an abundant outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit la repeatedly promised in those days,— of 
which the effusion at Pentecost was at once a type and 
pledge, — so that the rapidity with which the world will 

(a) laa. zliii 21. (b) laa. Ixvi 19.' 
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emerge from its heathen darkness, and atheistic delusions, 
will entirely throw into shade all the revivals and 
awakenings of the Christian centuries. 

Respecting the consequences upon the world of the 
present unbelief and future restoration of his countrymen, 
Paul writes thus : " I say then, Have they stumbled that 
they should fall ] God forbid ; but rather through their 
fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke 
them to jealousy. Now if the fall of them be the riches 
of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles ; how much more their fulness 1 For I speak 
to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the 
Gentiles, I magnify mine office ; if by any means I may 
provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might 
save some of them. For if the casting away of them be 
the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead 1'' (a) This is the blessed 
issue aimed at by all these wondrous movements, and it 
will be secured — ^life from the dead the wide world over. 
In the day of Messiah's power His people shall be will- 
ing, (b) With glad heart they will serve Him. " Many 
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased," (c) 
writes Daniel, a prophecy which comes in afi&r the time 
of unprecedented trouble and subsequent deliverance of 
his people. 

And then, too, the following exquisite predictiona shall 
have their accKHnpliahment : '* I will be as the dew unto 
Israel : ha shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots 

(a) Eom, li 11—15, (h) Paa. ex. % 

(c) Dan. jdL 4. 
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as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, and his beauty 
shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. They 
that dwell tinder his shadow shall return; they shall 
revive as the com, and grow as the vine ; the scent 
thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon." (a) " And the 
remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as 
a dew from the Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that 
tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men." (b) 
" He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root : 
Israel sliall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world 
with fruit." (c) These beautiful words speak for them- 
selves. They are so plain that to misunderstand them is 
the only difficulty. It is in relation to this time, too, that 
John saw the sublime vision thus described : " And I saw 
another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the ever- 
lasting Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people, saying, with a loud voice. Fear God, and give 
glory to Him ; for the hour of His judgment is come ; 
and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and the fountains of waters." (d) So much for the 
agency. If we now look for a moment at the results we 
shall see the same thing, the world happy under the 
reign of the Prince of Peace. " In His days shall the 
righteous flourish ; and abundance of peace so* long as the 
moon endureth. . . . Daily shall He be praised. ... His 
name shall endure for ever ; His name shall be continued 
as long as the sun ; and men shall be blessed in Him 

(a) Hob. xiv. &-7. (b) Mic. v. 7. 

(c) Isa. xxvii. 6. (d) Rev. xiv. 6^ 7. 
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all nations shall call Him blessed. '' (a) '* Nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more." (b) ^ The nations shaU bless themselves in 
Him, and in Him shall they glory." (c) '' Nations that 
knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the Lord 
thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel, for He hath 
glorified thee." (d) The &me of Solomon's wisdom and 
greatness '* was in all nations round about ; "(e) but of his 
greater antitype it is predicted, '< All nations whom Thou 
hast made shall come and worship before Thee, O Lord ; 
and shall glorify Thy name. "(f) "All the ends of the 
world shall remember and turn unto the Lord ; and all 
the kindreds of the nations shall worship before Thee. 
For the kingdom is the Lord's ; and He is the goTemor 
among the nations." (g) "And He will destroy in this 
mountain the face of the covering cast over aU people, 
and the vaU that is spread over all nations." (h) " And 
there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve 
Him." (i) 

And, finally, we have such assurances as these : " The 
heathen shall fear the name of the Lord, and all the 
kings of the earth Thy glory." (j) " He will fisbmish all 
the gods of the earth ; and men shall worship Him, every 
one from his place, even all the isles of the heatheji." (k) 

(a) Psa. Ixxii 7, 16, 17. (b) Isa. iL 4. 

(c) Jer. iv. 2. (d) Isa. Iv. 6. 

(e) 1 Kings iv. 31. (f) Psa. bcxxvL 9. 

(g) Psa. xxii. 27, 28. (h) Isa. xxv. 7. 

(i) Dan. vii. ]4 (j) Psa. ciL 15, 
(k) Zeph. iL 11. 



SUBJtJGATION OF THE WORLD. 175 

" He shall speak peace unto the heathen." (a) " From 
the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the 
same My name shall be great among the Gentiles ; and 
in every place incense shall be ofifered unto My name, and 
a pure offering ; for My name shall be great among the 
heathen, saith the Lord of hosts." (b) " The earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea." (c) " Look unto Me, and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth ; for I am God, and there 
is none else. I have sworn by Myself, the word is gone 
out of My mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, 
that unto Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall 
swear." (d) 

How consoling is all this ! How the heart feeds upon 
these delicious assurances of the blessed God ! How 
the mind, oppressed with the world's woes and wicked- 
ness, gathers sti-engbh from the sure word of prophecy ! 
The subjugation of the world to Him whom we Ibve, that 
He may see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied, 
and that it may live in the light of His countenance, is 
not a dream, a fancy, a fond wish, but a Divine purpose 
repeatedly declared in a variety of forms, as we have now 
seen. For this purpose, and for the explicit revelation 
of this purpose, every Christian cannot but feel deeply, 
profoundly thankful. What a privilege it is to see 
through the vail that covers the nations, and beyond the 
terrible storms that are about to shake the heavens and 
the eaiiih ! 

(a) Zech. ix. 10. (b) MaL L 11. 

(c) Hab. ii 14. (d) laa. xlv. 22, 23. 
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"None of these things move me," said the Christian 
hero Paul, in reference to bonds and afflictions. We see 
troubles coming fast, the perilous times of the last days ' 
we see the growth of every form of heresy within the 
nominal Church, and the abominations of idolatry over 
the world ; we see the rise of that wicked one in whom 
atheism comes to its head, the God-defying Anti-Christ, 
with whose portrait the prophets of both Testaments wish 
men to make themselves familiar, that they may escape 
his snare ; we see the Devil cast down from the heights, 
" having great wrath because he knoweth that he hath 
but a short time ;" (a) we see the coming of the Lobd 
with His saints, who had been previously removed from 
the scene of the impending vengeance, as Lot was removed 
from Sodom before the storm of fire fell upon it ; we 
see the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the 
rich men, and the chief captains, and every bondman and 
every freeman hiding themselves in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains; and we hear them in wild 
despair calling to the mountains and rocks, " Fall on us, 
and hide us from the fsuce of Him that sitteth On the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb ; for the great 
day of His wrath is come ; and who shall be able to 
standi" (b) But none of these things move us, awful, 
solemn as they are, from the hope of a glorious ultimate 
victory for righteousness and truth. They do not fill us 
with apprehension lest the great globe should become the 
final prey of Satan and his hosts, or lest God should for- 
sake the work of his hands and leave agonized humanity 

(a) Rev. xiL 9, 12. (b) Rev. vL 16—17. 
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in the clutches of the sworn enemy of heaven. We are 
cast down by the wickedness and woes of our human 
brotherhood, and amazed at the predicted development of 
evil ; but we are not in despair regarding the future of 
Christ the King, and His promised kingdom. A bright 
light shoots athwart the thick darkness, and we see scenes 
that make the soul leap for joy. Pictures of glor}-- gleam 
before the eye, and the storm-wrecked world shall yet 
reach a haven of honourable rest. After the night of 
hell let loose comes heaven's delicious mornings with its 
golden beams gilding every shore, and pouring gladness 
on every continent and island of the rejoicing earth. The 
tumultuous nations, like angry floods, shall beat, and 
dash, and roar, as if their fury would awaken the dead 
and engulf the universe in hopeless anarchy ; but the 
Lord, "mighty in battle," the Kino of Glory, shall 
come, and at His rebuke the foaming waves shall subside, 
and the maddened storm sink into a calm, like a child 
sweetly nestling oi^ its mother's breast. The devil and 
his angels, with all their craft and cunning, are no match 
for the Man of God's right hand whom He hath made 
strong for Himself; and ere long the hallelujahs of much 
people in heaven shall be taken up and prolonged by the 
joyful millions of a saved and rejoicing world subdued to 
the sceptre of its rightful Prince, and happy in the pro- 
tection of His Divinely royal rule. 
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X. 
LOYALTY OF ALL NATIONS. 

"ALL THE ENDS OF THE WORLD SHALL REMEMBER AND TURK 
UNTO THE LORD; AND ALL THE EJNDREDS OF THE NATIONS 
SHALL WORSHIP BEFORE THEE." — PsCL XXiL 27. 

'*ALL NATIONS WHOM THOU HAST MADE SHALL COME AND WOR- 
SHIP BEFORE THEE, O LORD, AND SHALL GLORIFT THY 

NAME." — Paa, Ixxxvi 9. 

"ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH HAVE SEEN THE SALVATION OF 

OUR GOD." — Paa. xcviii. 3. 

"EVERT TONGUE SHALL CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD9 
TO THE GLORT OF GOD THE FATHER." — Phil, iL 11. 

Seemingly in despoiiding mood, the Psalmist aaks, 
" Wherefore hast Thou made all men i/a vain 9 " (a) Three 
centuries afterwards Isaiah writes : " Thus saith the Lord 
that created the heavens ; God himself that formed the 
earth and made it ; He hath established it, He created it 
not in voMhy He formed it to be inhabited." (b) 

If the earth has not been created in vain, men for 
whose dwelling-place it was formed must some day realize 
the great idea of their Creator. It cannot be that Hia 
design shall fsdl of accomplishment. That design must be 
every way worthy of infinite wisdom ; and the power that 
dwells with wisdom will bring the thoughts of His heart 
to perfection. 

According to our ideas of time, the work is distressingly 

(a) Pte. bmdx. 47. (b) Isa. xlv. 18. 
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slow. We wonder tliat age after age should pass away, 
and apparently no progress be made towards the decreed 
consummation. The regeneration, <' the restitution of all 
things," spoken of by holy prophets, and by the Lord of 
prophets, seems, instead of coming nearer, to recede before 
ua From age to age our fathers thought that they were 
just within sight of the mountain peak from which they 
would look down with gladness upon a regenerated world, 
basking in the unclouded sunlight of heaven; but even to 
us the legacy of patience has descended, and the end is 
not yet. We have long climbed the ascent which they 
thought the loftiest, but still before us other towering 
mountains rise, with deep valleys, fearful abysses between. 
It is weary, weary work ! 

Surely the route of the Israelites from Egypt to Canaan 
was a type of this apparently endless journey. Many a 
time they thought themselves near the border land, and 
longed greatly to escape from the waste howling wilder- 
ness, and the pathless desert ; but many a bitter disap- 
pointment awaited them, and many a strange delay they 
had to experience. Then came the report of the spies, 
and a thrilling episode in the exciting story it is. 

" We came," said they, " unto the land whither thou 
sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey, 
and this is the fruit of it," — showing a cluster of grapes 
which two men carried on a staff between them. " Never- 
theless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and 
the cities are walled and very great ; and moreover we 
saw the children of Anak there. The Amalekites dwell 
in the land of the south ; and the Hittites, and the 
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Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains ; 
and the Canaanites dwell by the sea. And Caleb stilled 
the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, 
and possess it ; for we are well able to overcome it. But 
the men that went up with him said, We be not able to 
go up against the people ; for they are stronger than we. 
And they brought up an evil report of the land which 
they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The 
land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land 
that eateth up the inhabitants thereof ; and all the people 
that we saw in it are men of a great stature. And there 
we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the 
giants; and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, 
and so we were in their sight." (a) 

What was the result of this intelligence 1 Grie^ con- 
sternation, rebellion, and a proposal to return to Egypt. 
It was a most painful scene. "All the congregation 
lifted up their voice, and cried ; and the people wept 
that night And all the children of Israel murmured 
against Moses and against Aaron; and the whole con- 
gregation said unto them. Would God that we had died 
in the land of Egypt ! or would God we bad died in 
this wilderness ! And wherefore hath the Lord brought 
us into this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives 
and our children should be a prey] Were it not better 
for us to return into Egypt? And they said one to 
another. Let us make a captain, and let us return into 
Egypt." (b) Moses and Aaron fall on their faces before 
the angry multitude ; Joshua and Caleb rend their 

(a) Num. xiii. 26—33. (b) Num. xiv. 1—4. 
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clothes, and try to still the tumult ; but a wild cry of 
" Stone them ! stone them ! " rings through the camp. 
Suddenly this popular fury is arrested by the appearance 
of the glory of the Lord ; and Moses intercedes for the 
people. " Pardon, I beseech Thee, the iniquity of this 
people according unto the greatness of Thy mercy, and as 
Thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until 
now." Now what is the Divine answer 1 Mark it well, 
I pray you, and remember the time when, and the cir- 
cumstances under which, it was given. " And the Lord 
said, I have pardoned according to thy word; but" — 
what 1 A recalled promise? a revoked purpose of good ? 
No — "but as TRULY AS I LIVE all the earth shall hefUed 
vnth the glory of tlie Lord." (a) The Israelites are 
ordered to return into the wilderness on the ♦ following 
day ; their carcases must fall in it, because of their sinful 
murmurings ; and their little ones, of whom they said 
' *Hhey shall be a prey to the giants of Canaan," should be 
brought safely into the land of promise. 

It was at this juncture that God swore by Himself that 
the whole earth shall be filled with His glory. Is there 
no profound lesson here for us? What if the era of 
deepest da/rhness shall he that when the Lord will mamifest 
Himself the most ghriouely ? The contentions, and help- 
lessness, of the nominal Church may be, will be, most 
marked, when the grand display of the Lord's glory will 
be near at hand. In the case under notice He had " two 
witnesses," Joshua and Caleb, faithful noble men, who 
braved the fury of that raging multitude, and proclaimed 
(a) Num. xiv. 19—21. 
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tkat the conquest of the land was the Lord's work : — " If 
the Lord delight in us, then He will bring us into this 
land, and give it us." 

But, it should be remembered that our ideas of time 
ought not to influence us in this momentous matter. The 
Divine scale of measurement is beyond our grasp. '^A 
thousand years in his sight are but as yesterday when it 
is past, and as a watch in the night." (a) " Beloved, be 
not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the 
Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day." (b) He will take His own time for doing His great 
work, and He will do it completely, gloriously, so as to 
fulfil that animating prediction, ^^ The Lord shall rejoice 
in His works.*' (c) The period comes when " the sinners 
shall be consumed out of the earth, and when the wicked 
will be no more." (d) But, in fact, we have hints respect* 
ing this long period of waiting on God's part, and of the 
rapidity with which he will accomplish His "strange 
work " of judgment) when He arises to shake terribly the 
earth, that He may introduce the reign of righteousness, 
with the consequent happiness and loyalty of all nations. 
Thus, for example, " Sing unto the Lord a new song, and 
His praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to 
the sea, and all that is therein ; the isles, and the in- 
habitants thereof Let the wilderness, and the cities 
thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth 
inhabit ; let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them 
shout from the tops of the mountains. Let them give 

(a) Psa. xc. 4. (b) 2 Pet. ui. 8. 

(c) Psa. civ. 31. (d) Psa. civ. 35. 
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glory unto the Lord, and declare His praise in the islands 
The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, He shall stir 
up jealousy like a man of war ; he shaU cry, yea roar ; 
he shall prevail against TTia enemies. / hovoe long time 
holden my peace ; I home been still cmd reframed myself; 
now will I cry like a travailing woman; I will destroy 
and devour at once. I will make waste mountains and 
hills, and dry up all their herbs ; and I will make the 
rivers islands, and I will dry up the pools. And I will 
bring the blind by a way that they knew not ; I will 
lead them in paths that they have not known ; I will make 
darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. 
These things will I do unto them and not forsake 
them.'' (a) With this corresponds the parable of the 
Traveller into a far country who, " after a long time" (b) 
returned and reckoned with his servants. 

We have already seen, by evidence altogether irresis- 
tible, that the subjugation of the world is subsequent to 
the restoration and national settlement of the Jews, and 
that they will be employed as the light-bearers over the 
dark nations of the earth ; but both events are manifestly 
after the return of the Lord Jesus and the full and uni- 
versal recognition of His royal rights. Hence the pre- 
diction of Isaiah, just quoted, corresponds in the element 
of time with the coming of our Lord in majesty and glory. 
Wherever, therefore, you begin your investigation of this 
great question the result is the same. If you begin with 
the settlement of the seed of Abraham in the land of 
promise, as the head of the nations, you find the long- 

(a) laa. zlii ia->16. (b) Matt xxv. 19. 
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rejected " Kino op the Jews," and Heir of all things^ 
an His throne. If you begin with a world subdued to 
loyalty and full of the knowledge of the Lord, you find 
Israel restored and the King on His throne. And if you 
begin with the coming of the Son of Man in his glory, 
you find the first dominion given to the daughter of 
Jerusalem, whilst the Grentiles are in the enjoyment of 
light and peace in conseqttence. It is really wonderful 
how this sublime subject is guarded in every way with 
more than syllogistic exactness, as if the Holy Ghost, 
foreseeing the confusion of Christendom towards the dose 
of the dispensation of grace, meant to hold us all without 
excuse if we are in darkness concerning that day. 

" That day I " It meets us in the word of our God in 
such a variety of forms, that the wonder really is how its 
leading features, and the signs of its approach, have 
escaped our attention. Take a few specimen passages. 
" In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to 
Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and 
the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve 
with the Assyrians. In that day shall Israel be the third 
with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the 
midst of the land ; whom the Lord of Hosts shall bless 
saying. Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the 
work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance." (a) 
<< And it shall come to pass in that day that the Lord 
shall punish the host of the high ones that are on high, 
and the kings of the earth upon the earth." (b) '^ In that 
day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah ; Wje 
(a) Isa. ziz. 23—25. (b) Isa. xzir. 21. 
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% have a strong city ; salvation will God appoijit for walls 

^''' and bulwarks;" (a) a sublimely beautiful millennial song 

of which these are the first words. ^^ In that day shall 
the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the 
blind shall see out of obscurity and out of darkness. The 
meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the 
poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of 
Israel." (b) " In that day will I cause the horn of the 
house of Israel to bud forth, and I will give thee the 
opening of the mouth in the midst of them ; and they 
shall know that I am the Lord" (c) " The house of 
Israel shall know that I am the Lord their God from 
that day forward." (d) " And in that day will I make a 
covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with 
the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the 
ground ; and I will break the bow, and the sword, and 
the battle out of the earth, and will make them to lie 
down safely ." (e) " And many nations shall be joined to 
the Lord in that day, and shall be my people." (f) " And 
the Lord shall be King over all the earth ; in that day 
there shall be one Lord, and His name ona" (g) 

All the Scriptures of which these are specimens point 
to the period denominated " that day," as one of peculiar 
significance and great importance. It is distinctly marked 
off from all preceding periods, and the attention of men 
is earnestly called to it as an era of wonders, when God 

(a) Isa. zxvL 1. (b) Isa. xxix. 18, 19. 

(c) Ezek. xxix, 21. (d) Ezek. xxxix. 22. 

(e) Ho8. iL 18. (f ) Zech. il 11. 
(g) Zech. xiv. 9. 
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will solve difficulties, and remove darkness, and diffuse 
taoith and happiness over the world. For example : 
*' Fear before him, all the earth : the worid also shall be 
stable, that it be not moved. Let the heavens be glad, 
and let the earth rejoice ; and let men say among the 
nations. The Lord reignetL Let the sea roar, and the 
fulness thereof; let the fields rejoice, and all that is 
therein. Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at 
the presence of the Lord, because He cometh to judge 
the earth." (a) " He shall judge the world in righteous- 
ness. He shall minister judgment to the people in upiight- 
ness." (b) " The Lord reigneth. He is clothed with 
majesty; the Lord is clothed with strength, wherewith 
He hath girded Himself ;" and what is the consequence I 
" the world also is established, that it cannot be moved." (c) 
" The world and they that dwell therein are the Lord's ;" (d) 
prophetic words of deep meaning, which shall be fulfilled 
when the " King of glory" sits upon His throna The 
time cometh when the inhabitants of the world shall learn 
righteousness, and when all nations shall serve the Lord. 
It is a joyful prospect, and it is absolutely sure, for the 
God of truth hath said it. ^* Let all the earth fear the 
Lord ; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe 
of Him." (e) " Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, aU ye 
lands. Serve the Lord with gladness ; come before His 
presence with singing." (f) These beams of light upon 
the future of humanity are not mere calls to joyful wor- 

(a) 1 Chron. xvL 90r*-33. (b) Psa. ix. 8. 

(c) Psa. zciii. 1. (d) Psa. xxiv. 1. 

(e) Psa. xxxiii. 8. (f) Pfla. o. 1, 2. 
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ship, but prophetic assurances of a righteous and loyal 
world. God will yet be " the confidence of all the ends 
of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the 
sea." (a) When He shall restore and bless His ancient 
people, the seed of Abraham, the nations will be glad and 
sing for joy, and all the ends of the earth shall fesir 
Him. (b) 

The contemplation of a loyal world, after long ages of 
rebellion and suffering, is exceedingly delightful. Images 
of peace fill the mind, feelings of gratitude stir the heart. 
We are now in the midst of a great conflict^ and we 
mourn over the havoc which sin is making in all direc- 
tions ; but we look through the telescope of prophecy and 
see the war at an end, the Victor crowned, the world at 
rest, humanity blessed, and Jesus rejoicing in the work of 
£Us hands. We are in a ship at sea, in the grasp of a 
fierce tempest ; but we are sure that a peaceful haven 
shall be reached in due time. We are travelling through 
a ¥dldemess, and are often stai*tled by the roar of the lion 
that goeth about seeking whom he may devour, but a 
word which we may not doubt tells us that the journey 
will terminate happily tinder the guidance of Him who is 
** mighty to save." 

We sometimes make sorrowful calculations respecting 
the comparative numbers of the friends and foes of our 
blessed Jesus, and wonder in our hearts more painfully 
than we ventm-e to express by our lips, that to tl^ hour 
only the small minority give evidence of spiritual benefit 
from His work of redemption ; but let us take courage, 
(a) Psa. bnr. 6. (b) Psa. bcvii 



188 THE ROYAL BIGHTS OP THE LORD JESUS. 

The dispen»ation under which we live does not close His 
dealings with the human family, although that is the doc- 
trine so very widely taught. The Church, which is His 
body, is a grand fact, very illustrious is it destined to 
become ; the grace which has saved it will issue in pleni- 
tude of glory ; and if there were only this body rescued 
from the wreck of humanity. Divinely vitalised by union 
to Him who shed His blood as the ransom price, and 
raised the nearest to Godhead of all created beings, it 
would be a glorious result of the Redeemer's work, and 
an occasion of everlasting adoration. 

But the perfecting of the body of Christ is not the 
final act of Divine beneficence. Saved nations upon the 
earth are seen in vision walking in the light of the holy 
city, in which the glorified Church dwells with her Lord 
and Head. The length, and breadth, and height, and deptli 
of the Divine plan are altogether too vast for our vision ; 
but when we gather together the scattered rays that gleam 
upon the field of revelation, we are convinced that it is 
a plan of infinite wisdom, that our God is a Being of 
infinite love, and that He ought to be loved and trusted 
entirely. And His purpose, as we have been frequently 
reminded in the course of these lectures, will stand. "For 
ij^ th^ earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden 
causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so 
the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring 
forth be/ore all the nations,'' (a) We cannot, without 
deep sorrow, compare the claims of our blessed Lord with 
the i-eception hitherto given to them by the world, Im- 

(a) Isa. bd. 11. 
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posters have found millions of followers, where He has 
been despised, and the majority of mankind in all gene- 
rations have done service to idols, the works of their own 
hands. They have loved darkness rather than light. 
They have "changed the truth of God into a lie, and 
worshipped and served the creature more than the Crea- 
tor, who is blessed for ever." (a) And the most widely 
diffused religion upon the face of the earth, from very 
early ages to the present hour, has been devil worship in 
an endless variety of forms. If, then, we limit deliver- 
ances from sin and its consequences to those who are 
called by grace during the present dispensation, which is 
obviously drawing to a close, what an appalling blackness 
settles down upon us ! 

The Church of Christ is unquestionably a wonderful 
assembly. When its gloiy is revealed it will be seen to 
be a Divine family, the sons of God, the peers of the 
upper world, the princes of heaven. I seek not to lessen 
in any way its importance, its grandeur, its peerless mag- 
nificence. Let it be the goodly pearl of great price, which 
undoubtedly it is. Let it be all, and more than all that 
imagination can conceive, and I am quite sure it m more. 
But even then, a great darkness falls upon me when I 
think of the countless millions of the human race, if you 
tell me that none but the members of this most illustrious 
body are to share in the blessings of salvation. If you 
say that the second coming of Christ sets the earth on 
fire, and ends the history of humanity so far as this world 
is concerned, I can but moum in speechless wonder that my 

(a) Eom. i. 25. 
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glorious Master, who is also my Friend and the Beloved of 
my soul, should have reaped but a handful of the enormous 
harvest of human souls, whilst the fearfully overwhelming 
majority of those who have reached the age of account- 
ability, have passed away into the blackness of eternal 
darkness and ruin with the dismal wail upon their lips — 
" Oh that we had never been bom ! " You do not meet 
this dreadful case by telling me that one-half of the 
himian race die in infancy, and that the salvation of 
infants is generally considered certain. The sight of a 
man who even doubts the salvation of any child would be 
to me a terror. Let not his shadow cross my path ! Let 
not such a libel on heaven's love obscure for a moment 
the light of the blessed sun ! I am as confident of the 
salvation of every child of woman born, that has dropped 
into the grave like an early blossom nipped by ungenial 
wind or destructive blight, as I am of that of saints 
whose hoary heads are crowns of glory ; for Jesus died 
for them and they are His ; but lovely as the Saviour 
appeara taking these lambs in His arms and saying, " Of 
such is the kingdom of heaven," it is still a melancholy 
reflection that we must seek for His majority among babes 
the prey of death, whilst the great enemy of heaven boasts 
mature age and intelligence as his. For we have already 
seen conclusively, if the language of Scripture is to be 
accepted in its plain grammatical meaning, that the world 
will not accept the Gos2)el and believe on Christ whilst 
He is absent in the heavens. And if His return be to 
put an end to human existence here, we cannot avoid an 
impression of a most melancholy kind. 
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But left US receive the testimony that He comes <' mighty 
to save/' and that all nations are brought into v^illing 
subjection to Him after His return and accession to His 
throne, and then we have the splendid vision of at least 
one thousand years, when the mind and heart of humanity 
are His. What a large harvest will He reap during that 
long period ! How will His converts be like dew-drops 
in number during those ten happy centuries ! In those 
years when famine, war, and pestilence, premature death, 
and fatal epidemics, will be unknown, how enormously 
will the world's population be increased ; and as that 
unprecedented population will be the loyal and loving 
subjects and servants of the blessed Messiah, how amaz- 
ingly great will be the result of His redeeming work ! 
The vast deserts and untrodden wildernesses and pesti- 
lential swamps, that now cover so great a part of the 
globe will then be reclaimed and rendered fruitful, pro- 
ducing the greatest abundance for the happy millennial 
nations ; for the commission given to the first Adam to 
replenish the earth and subdue it will be executed under 
the reign of the second Adam. If you ask where all 
these people are to dwell after the millennium, if they form 
no part of the Church, — if the Church be that pecidiarly 
blessed company who did not see Christ in the flesh 
and yet believed, and if its abode be distinguished by 
nearness to the throne in the celestial glory, — what 
becomes of the myriad of millions of righteous men after- 
wards 1 my reply is in the words of the great Master, 
" In my Father's houSe are many mansions." The inner 
circle, the holy of holies, where the Bride dweUs, so far 
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from containing the whole of the saved, will no doubt be 
surrounded by many widening circles, constituting degrees 
of glory, constellations of blessed beings. 

But we have nothing to do in these lectures with post- 
millennial arrangements. Into the ages after the mil- 
lennium we do not look at present, supremely interesting 
as they are. The BiSle undoubtedly gives us glimpses of 
them suf&cient to arrest attention and excite the liveliest 
interest ; far into the future it permits us to look with 
holy reverence, and shows us things too wonderful for us, 
whilst lodged in the earthly house of our tabernacles ; 
but they come not within the circle of our present study. 
Nor are we staggered by questions concerning the future 
localities of the inconceivable multitudes that must be 
bom into our world in the millennial era. But we gaze 
upon them with unmingled delight as the happy subjects 
of the great King ; and as " from the uttermost part of 
the earth we hear songs, even glory to the righteous," 
we join in the hallelujah by anticipation, and congratu- 
late unborn generations that they will enter upon a world 
very different from that upon which we and our fathers 
have looked. Physically they will find it a fruitful para- 
dise, the very garden of the Lord ; and morally its aspect 
will be worthy of its blessed Potentate, the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords. The true religion will not be cor- 
rupted by error ; heresy will not threaten destruction to 
any article of the sacred faith ; false religions, idolatries, 
impostures, will have perished; and the gi'oss immorality 
that now sickens every man of spiritual sensibility, and 
the fashionable gilded immorality that excites his mingled 
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loathing and contempt, will be alike unknown. Grood 
men will not have to fight every inch of th^ir way through 
life for the maligned tinith of their Lord ; and blind infi- 
delity, boasting its clearness of vision, will not survive 
the rising light of the latter day glory. The stoiy of 
the world's wars, and slaveries, and tyrannies, and 
injustice, will be read with wonder by men of the coming 
generations. They will think it inconceivable that nations 
professing the Christian faith should have been and done 
what our historians will tell them they were and did ; yet 
with the Bible in their hands they will see the root of our 
flagrant inconsistencies ia the deep moral corruption of 
our nature, and will adore the God of aU grace for pulling 
so many of us out of the mire, and giving us '^ salvation 
with eternal glory," (a) 

But) above all, in thinking of the era of promised 
blessedness, we should rejoice in it on ctccount of our 
BLESSED Lord Himself. '^ For the joy that was set before 
Him, He endured the cross, despising the shame." (b) 
In the age that is coming, how great will fiw joy be ! 
How full and perfect His satisfaction as He looks over a 
world rescued from the accursed tyranny of sin and Satan, 
and blessed with holiness, happiness, and peace ! How 
^r^ His loving heart exult in the universally diffused 
blessings of His reign, and in the evidence everywhere 
given that the nations are glad in their great Deliverer ! 
And how ample His delight that the Father's name is 
"hallowed" in every region of the earth! "Father, 
glorify thy name," was His prayer when the sore 
(a) 2 Tim. il 10. (b) Heb. zii 2. 

o 
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trouble pressed upon His holy souL ^'Theu came 
there a voice fe)m heaven, saying, I have both glori- 
fied it, and will glorify it again." (a) The Father's 
glory was His great object in all He thought^ and 
said, and did, when He travelled on earth, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief To do the will of Him 
that sent Him was His absorbing purpose, fi*om which 
neither suffering, nor desertion^ nor reproach, nor insult, 
nor death, in its most agonizing form, could divert Him. 
And now, at last. He sees that most blessed will realized 
in many sons brought to glory, and in this great world, 
long the scene of eveiy form of wickedness and woe, 
reduced to order, and beauty, and loyalty, and filled with 
everything that Grod approves, a vast paradise, a magnifi- 
cent garden of the Lord. It is the day of Christ's royal 
reward, for heaven has come down to earth, the kingdom 
long prayed for appears in all its splendour, and the Father 
rests in His love, and is glorified in His Son. And now 
to the thrice holy Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost> 
be undivided and eternal praise. Amen. 

(a) John xii. 27. 
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Flowers. Fourth thousand. Paper gilt, 1«. ; cloth gilt, 2t, 



BY S. M. HAUGHTON. 



Precious Truths for Every One. Imperial 82mo. Limp 

cloth, l8. *, cloth, red edges, 2«. 

A Saviour for You: a Word to Every One. Ninety-fifth 

Thousand. Id., 2d. 

Faith, What it is, and what it does. A Word to 

Anxious Inquirers, and all who are not Saved. Fifteenth Thousand. Id. and 2d. 

Heaven, and how to get there. Sixty-fifth Thousand. 

W. and2rf. 

The Power of Paith. Fifth Thousand. 8d. 
Thy Day I a Word to all. Id. and 2rf. 



FubUjh^d by, S. ffT. PartriJgt. 



9Y REV. J. DEMH4M ^MIT^. 
K^te* pf AddreMe^ d^liyei;ed i^ Merriop JHflUj RdSdin. 

Crown dVo, cloth, 2a. 6d. 

Life Truths. i6mo, cloth, U. 6d.; gilt; is. 

Times of Befreshing, illustrated in 4^Iie present JEteyivfd of 

Beli(poii: together' with a Selection of Hymns sung at the Special Serrices, 
Kingstown. Fifth Edition. I^uare 12mo, eloth, 28, 6d, 

Times of Befr^Blung. Momiog^ at tba MetrapoUtiu^ 

Hall, Dublin. l8mo, cloth, 5. W. ^ 

Winnowed Grain; or, Selections from the Addresses of 
the fier. J. DSK9AM Si^ith. Sec^i^d Edition. Post 8?o, clot]a^ i^d edg«s, 9#. i£ 

Tfmes of Befreshillg. Hymns sung at the Special Qervpm, 

KingiBtown. (300 Thousand.) 32mo, limp, id, ; paper, 2d. 

Oneness with Christ, Id. I The Lifting up of Jesns, 4d. per dozen. 

Present Salvation. Id, | The 4Sood Samaritan, 6^. per ilo»eo; larger 

Good News in a Var Countij, Si. per doMBL | type, Ijl per dosen. *' ^ 

Why did God love Mai^ ? 3d. per doeen. | 



SHJLUINQ ILLlMjTm^TEP fOOKS* 
Come Home, Motiier. By Nelsie Bkook. 
Maude's Visit to Sandybeach. 
Marie and the Seven Cfhildren. By Mrs. Geldaet. 
Crosses of Childhood. By Mrs. Waller. 
Families, how made Happy or Miserable. 
Have we any Word of Gtodt 
The Children'^ Party at Uplaud. 
John Todd, and how he Stirred his own Brofh-pot 
Bainy Days, and How to meet them. 
Bosa ; or^ The Two Castles. 
Thj3 ]^unted House. 
Truth frae 'mang the Heather. 



lo Published by S. W. Partridge. 

The Giants, and How to Fight them. By Dr. Newton. 

Confessions of a Decanter. By Mrs. Balfour. 

Consin Bessie; or^ Youthful Earnestness. By the sanoe. 

Club Night; a Village Record. By the same. 

Homely Hints on Household Management. By the same* 

The History of a Shilling. By the same. 

Wanderings of a Bible. By the same. 

The Two Christmas-days, &c By the same. 

Toil and Trust; or, Patty, the Workhouse Girl. 

Tom Burton; or, the Better Way. A Workman's Tale. 

The Sick Boom and its Secret By Mrs. T. Geldabt. 

Bachel; or. Little Faults* By Charlotte Elizabeth. 

The GrOVemess; or. The Missing Pencil-Case. 

John Hobbs; a Tale of British India. By George Dbaoo. 

Mind Whom Ton Many ! or, The Gardener^s Daughter. 

A Mothw's Lessons on Kindness to Animals. Vol. I. 

Vol. II. 

Thoughts for Ycung Hunkers. By Geoboe Mogbidob. 
Prince Consort : His Life, &c. By Rev. J. H. Wilson. 
Our Moral Wastes, &c. By the same. 
Widow Green and her Three Nieces. By Mrs. Ellis. 
A Voice from the Vintage. By the same. 



SIXPENNY ILLUSTRATED BOOKS. 
Froerastinating Mary. Illustrations. 
Battle Leigh's Birthday. Illustrations. 
The Bod and its XTses. By Miss Johnson. Illustrations. 
Joseph Selden, the Cripple. Illustrations. 
Hannah Twist; A Story about Temper. For Girls. lUustra- 
tions. 



Published by S. fT. Partridge. 1 1 



Philip Markham'g Two Lessons. For Boys. Illustrations. 
Pity the Little Ones; or. Little Ellen, the Gleaner. lUustra- 

tions. 
Bny your Own Cherries. By J. W. Kirton. 4 Illustrations. 

In Verse. Illustrations. 

The Bihle, the Book for AH By J. Post. 12 Illustrations. 
Story of the Two Apprentices. By the Rev. J. H. Barr. 4 

Illustrations. 
Vever Give XTp : A Christmas Story. By Nblsie Brook. 

2 Illustrations. 
"Scrub;" or, the Workhouse Boy. By Mrs, Balfour. 6 

Illustrations. 
Friends of the Friendless. By the same. Illustrated. 
The Victim; an Evening at the Vulture. By the same. 4 

Illustrations. 
The Warning; a Narrative for Mothers. By the same. 
A Peep Out of Window; and what Came of it. By the same. 
The Pastor's Pledge of Total Abstinence. By Rev. W. Roaf. 
Dick and his Donkey ; or. How to Pay the Rent. By C. E. B. 
Little Jane ; or. The Boat Accident. By A. Mills. 



ROLLS FOR SICK ROOMS, ETC., LARGE TYPE. 

The Family Xnstmctor. Is. 6d. 
The Silent Comforter. 2s. 

Part II., Hymns. 2s. 

Prayer in the Cottage: the Litany, Prayers, Collects, &c. 2s. 
Green Pastures. 2s. 

Part II., Hymns. 2s. 

Daily Teachings, from the Words of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1^. 
Sayings of Jesus. Series I. and II. Is. each. 
Words of Comfort Twelve Leaves of Selected Texts. 6^^. 
Words of Life. Twelve Leaves of Selecfed Texts. &f. 



1 4 PWtsked iji S. V^. FdHMie. 



PERIODICALS. 

XSUOIU. (Qoarterly). 1#. 

GHUBCH OF BVQLAHD TKMPKRATICl XA0AZIHE. (Monthly). 84: 

THE RAnraOW. (Monthly). W. 

TEE OOUVTBt TOWHS KlksiOH' MiOA^DTE. (Montihlyj. U. 

THB nSSD-lbar. (MontMy). 2^1. 

TEE mSStOyiSt mrS. (Monthly). li& 

TEE BBTTISE WOSEMAV. (Monthly). \d. 

TEE BSrriSE KS8SEEGES. (Monthly). U. 

TEE GOSPEL TEUMFET. (Monthly \d. 

GOOD HEWS. (Monthly). 2«. 6<l. per 100. 

TEE lH^iaTS MliGAZQA. (tf onthly). Itfl 

TEE SEBYAHTS' MAGAZIHE. (Monthly). \d. 

TEE BAED OF BO^^ BETEBIT. (Monthly). \i\ 

TEE CEIIJ)MyS FBIEED. (Monthly). ,l<j. 

A VOICE FBOX ITALT. (Qoarterly). 2A, 



PORTRAlts. i^iaye«ceiacA. 

XEBAUJOE F(»TBAIT OF EJLE. PBIECE AISXBV. 

FSnTCXAED PBnrCEBS OF WAli£(. 

PBHf C^ OF WAXES Alh) lEFAH^ YHtOtCK, 

FBE8IDEET UEOOLE. 

BICEABB OOBBEH. 

QABIBAIJ)L 

» 

BIBLES AND TESTAMENT^ llsl ALL LANcfliiCdel 



i Vlkilet^ atfjiiiiflEn'nreiicIi BdUkb it^^ l^opTiik" ittytmlfitf 






Lond6*: S«'W:PARTRIDQEi9iPiiTEaWort*t^Rlhr. 



